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Jordan seeks 'decent housing for all 1 

ISTANBUL (Petra) — Jordan Friday called for cooperation among 
nations and assistance from advanced countries and specialised 
organisations to help enwe decent housing For all people. Specially 
m ^ countries of the Third World. Making the call at thTu ii - 
organjsed Habnai It conference in Istanbul. Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Abdul Hadi Al Majali said that while 
appreciating efforts at the regional and international levels to 
prepare for this conference, it is hoped that concerned U N 
OT^tsanons and other specialised agencies will offer assistance 
and support to various governments and institutions seeking to secure 
housing for their citizens and so fulfil the objectives of the UN 
c f? pe _ [ or Wuman Settlements (Habitat). In delivering Jordan's 
address to the meeting. Mr. Majali said 'the Kingdom has adopted a 
comprehensive and national housing strategy and established ioint 
public and private sector companies to cany out housing schemes 
and provided municipal and other local councils with expertise to lay 
infrastructure projects and catty out housing units.' 
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Aidid backers may seek Islamic Law 

MOGADISHU i AFP i — Muslim clcrgvmcn supporting Somali 
warlord Mohammad Forah Aidid met in -ouih Mogadishu Frida) 10 
di*cu.« ways of implementing Islamn: Low followmg his recent call 
ihai religious leaders consider bringing (he whole country under 
Klanuc justice Gen. Aidid'* radio earlier this week quoted him as 
calling upon religious leaders 10 unite and form an "Islamic Forum" 
to implement Islamic justice thou ghoul the country. Sharia, or 
Mamie Law. is all -pervasive in northern Mogadishu, ihc liefdom of 
Gen. Aidtd’s main rival Ali Mahdi Mohammad, bui Gen. Aidid has 
until this week been fiercely opposed to the setting up of Islamic 
courts in soulh Mogadishu. Ii is not yet clear what prompted Gen. 
Aidid io change hi> mind on introduction of Islamic Law. bui 
uhscrvcrs hrre uid ilie general, a consummate political opportunist, 
hopes to reap .some gains by manipulating religion lo his ad vantage. 
Gen Aidid in I *>93 injected a religious dimension into his finally 
victorious comb.il against the American troops of the U N. operation 
who were hunting for him it could also be that Gen. Aidid fears 
adverse political tall-oui it ihc Islamic clergy decided io declare him 
an Vnemv of Islam". 
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King receives 
message from 
Bahraini emir 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
received on Thursday at 
cbe Royal Court Bahraini 
Minister of Education 
Abdul Aziz Ben 
Mohammad Fadel who 
relayed to his Majesty a 
message from Bahraini 
Emir Sheik Issa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifah 
dealing with bilateral 
relations and means to 
bolster them. The meet- 
ing was attended by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
KhasawnetL 

Prime minister 
announced 
public holiday 

AMMAN (Petra) — All 
Ministries, government 
departments and public 
institutions will be 
closed on Monday, June 
10 in observance of the 
Great Arab Revolt and 
Army Day, according to 
a communique issued by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti. 

Russian deputy 
FM expected in 
Iraq Monday 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
The Russian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Viktor 
Possuvaliuk is expected 
in Baghdad on Monday 
as part of a four-country 
Middle East shuttle, - 
diplomatic sources here 
said. During ins visit to 
Baghdad, the length of 
which was not specified, 
Mr. Possuvaliuk was due 
to discuss bilateral rela- 
tions between the two 
countries with Iraqi lead- 
ers, the sources said. He 
was also due to pass on a 
message to Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tarek 
Aziz from Russian 
Foreign Minister 

Yevgeni Primakov. The 
Russian foreign ministry 
said Thursday that dur-v 
ing bis visit to Baghdad 
Mr. Possuvaliuk would 
also look at “Russia’s 
participation in the trans- 
port of humanitarian aid" 
under the terms of the 
oil-fbr-food deal agreed 
between Iraq and the 
United Nations May 20. 

Sudanese man 
beheaded 
in S. Arabia 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi 
Arabia on Friday 
beheaded a Sudanese 
man for fatally stabbing 
a woman and her two 
young daughters, Saudi 
state television report- 
f ed.Saadeddeen 
Izzeddeen was executed 
in the capital Riyadh fix: 
killing Sudanese national 
Mona Murghani Kou 
Kou and her two daugh- 
ters aged 4 and 2, said an 
interior ministry state- 
ment carried by the tele- 
vision. The statement 
said he entered Ms. 
Murghani ’s home, cut 
her wrists and stole her 
gold jewellery after 
killing her. Beheadings 
by the swoiti, in line with 
the Islamic sharia law 
enforced in the conserva- 
tive kingdom, are usually 
carried out in public after 
Friday noon prayers. 
Last year the number of 
beheadings for various 
crimes scored to 192 and 
some of the executions 
were carried out on other 
^days of die week- Most 
of those executed were 
convicted drug smug- 
glers from the Indian 
sub-continent Saudi 
Arabia in March behead- 
ed a convicted murderer 
in the first execution in 
five months. 


Syria, Egypt, S. Arabia seek 
Arab front to face Netanyahu 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The 
leaders of Syria, Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia on Friday held 
the fourth Arab mini-sum- 
mit in a week to forge a 
common front a gainst any 
moves by Israel's new hard- 
line leader to undo the 
peace process. 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad, Egyptian leader 
Hosni Mubarak and Crown 
Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul 
Aziz of Saudi Arabia went 
into talks in Damascus in 
the latest show of Arab 
unity. 

The leaders, who will 
meet again on Saturday, 
were to discuss a proposal 
to call a broader Arab sum- 
mit in the search for a joint 
strategy on the peace 
process. 

Crown Prince Abdullah, 
representing the ailing King 
Fahd, said in a statement: 
“We came here for the sake 
of a just peace and to show 
the world that we strive for 
peace rather than surren- 
der.” 

“We want peace and secu- 
rity fix- others just as we 
want it for our Arab peo- 
ples” he said. 

Friday’s meeting is the 
fourth mini -summit to .be 
held since last Sunday amid 
alarm at the election of 
right-wing Likud leader 


Benjamin Netanyahu as 

Israel’s prime minister. 

Mr. Netanyahu cam- 
paigned on a hardline plat- 
form pledging no further 
territorial concessions to the 
Palestinians, no Palestinian 
state, no talks on the future 
of Jerusalem and no return 
of the Golan Heights to 
Syria. 

Syria demands the return 
of the Golan — a strategic 
plateau overlooking north- 
ern Israel which was seized 
by the Jewish state in 1967 
Middle East war — as a 
condition for peace. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Anar Musa, who met his 
Syrian and Saudi counter- 
parts here Friday ahead of 
the summit, warned that the 
peace process was “sur- 
rounded by thick fog" after 
Mr. Netanyahu’s win. 

“It is a very serious 
process and we cannot sac- 
rifice that process for 
rhetoric or extreme posi- 
tions,” he said, stressing 
that the Arabs, although 
divided on many issues, 
agree on the principle of a 
land-for-peace settlement 
with Israel. 

However, he added that 
“we are going to give 
Netanyahu the benefit of the 
doubt until we know exactly 
where he stands” after the 


formation of his cabinet 

Mr. Musa said that the 
Damascus meeting was 
also to decide whether to 
call a broader Arab summit. 

The Egyptian government 
daily Al Abram on Friday 
reported the leaders were to 
call for a summit of at least 
10 Arab leaders in Cairo. 

The last full Arab summit 
was held in August 1990 
just after Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait which deeply divid- 
ed the Arab world. 

Meanwhile in Gaza city, 
Palestinian president yasser 
Arafat began a meeting on 
Friday with senior officials 
from his government and 
FLO leaders to discuss the 
future of the peace process 
after the right-wing election 
victory in Israel(see story 
on page 12). 

The Syrian and Saudi 
press appealed Friday for 
renewed Arab solidarity. 

Arab unity “constitutes 
the Arab people’s most 
powerful weapon to con- 
front the difficulties and 
challenges” posed by Mr. 
Netanyahu's victory, said 
Syria’s official Al Thawra 
dail y, 

Al Thawra also flatly 
rejected proposals by Mr. 
Netanyahu for a resumption 
of peace talks that would 
exclude the Golan. “Syria is 


not ai all concerned by the 
peace proposed by 
Netanyahu," it said. 

The Saudi daily Al Jazirah 
warned: “There will be no 
peace without Arab solidar- 
ity." 

Arab leaders have held a 
series of piecemeal summits 
since Mr. Netanyahu's win, 
beginning last Sunday with 
a meeting between 
Lebanese President Elias 
Hrawi and Assad in 
D amas cus. 

The Syrian president then 
met Mr. Mubarak in Cairo 
on Monday with both men 
voicing pessimism over the 
future of the peace process. 

On Wednesday Mr. 
Mubarak flew to Aqaba for 
talks with His Majesty King 
Hussein and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 

Saudi Arabia has long 
been considered the Arab's 
World’s financial super- 
power, Egypt its center of 
diplomacy and Syria a 
potential military counter- 
balance to Israel. 

Originally tire summit was 
to have been held in Riyadh 
but it was moved to the Syr- 
ian capital apparently 
because of the poor health 
of Saudi King Fahd. 


Netanyahu’s programme, 
government start to emerege 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The out- 
lines of Prime Minister-elect 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment began to emerge 
Biday, with hardliners appar- 
ently kept out of key cabinet 
posts but with policy guide- 
lines which leave little room 
for manoeuvre on the peace 
front. 

Sources dose to negotia- 
tions on the formation of a 
new Israeli government said 
Ml Netanyahu had rejected 
demands by Ariel Sharon, a 
former defence minister and 
fending nlwa- nafinnalis r hard- 
finer, for the powerful finance 
portfolio. 

Instead the portly Shanxi, a 
fierce opponent of die 
Palestinian autonomy accords, 
is slated to regain control of 
tile housing ministry he con- 
trolled prior to 1992 when the 


right-wing Likud Party was 
last in power, the sources said. 

That job would put Mr. 
Sharon in a position to expand 
Jewish settlement of the W*st 
Bank, as called for in tire 
Likud programme, but would 
take key powers for financing 
such action out of bis hands. 

Likud officials said Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Sharon 
speke by telephone on 
Thursday for the first time 
since the Lflcod leader defeat- 
ed incumbent Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres in May 29 elec- 
tions. 

Me Netanyahu has also 
apparently rebuffed d em ands 
by another ultra-nationalist 
firebrand. Rafael Eytan, to 
control the defence ministry, 
sources said. 

Mr. Eytan was the army 
chief of staff when Israel 


invaded Lebanon in 1982 and 
since the elections has pub- 
licly argued that the new gov- 
ernment should not be obliged 
to respect peace agreements 
signed with the Palestinians 
by the former labor adminis- 
tration. 

Israel public radio reported 
Biday that Ml Eytan Was 
threatening to boycott tire gov- 
ernment if be ftnfed to obtain 
the defence portfolio, but 
Likud sources said the job was 
likely to go to a more moder- 
ate Likud figure, possibly for- 
mer general Yitzhak 
MordechaL 

The other top post which 
appears decided is the foreign 
ministry, widely expected to 
go to David Levy, a political 
moderate who held the job 
from 1988 to 1992. 

(Continued oo page 7) 


Turkey’s Islamists asked 
again to form government 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 
An anti-Western, pro- 
Islamic party earned a sec- 
ond chance to form a gov- 
ernment when Turkey’s 
president on Friday asked 
its leader to try his hand at 
resolving political dead- 
lock. 

Turkey’s two conserva- 
tive, secular parties, whose 
rivalry led to the collapse 
Thursday of the coalition 
led by Prime Minister 
Mesut Yflmaz. not rule 
out a coalition with the 
Islamists while searching 
for formulas without them. 

“We will offer ali the 
other parties to join forces 
with us to make a stable 
government, which our 
country needs badly ” said 
pro-Islamic Welfare's 
leader Necmettin Erbakan 
after receiving die mandate 
from President Suleyman 
Demirel. 

“God will help us in find- 
ing a coalition partner ” Mr. 
Erbakan added. 

Welfare, parliament’s 
biggest party after the 
December elections, wants 
closer ties with Muslim 
countries instead of 


Turkey’s NATO allies. 
Welfare maintains that the 
overwhelmingly Muslim 
country should be a leader 
in the Islamic World instead 
of trying to catch up with 
Europe and the United 
States. 

Welfare doesn’t have the 
majority needed to govern 
alone. When Mr. Demirel 
asked Ml Erbakan shortly 
after the election to try to 
form a government, the 
Welfare leader failed to 
convince either Mr. Yilmaz 
or Tansu Ciller, both former 
premiers, to join a Welfare- 
led coalition. 

If Mr. Erbakan succeeds 
this round, it would be the 
first rim e in the secular 
Turkish republic’s 73-year 
history that a pro-Islamic 
party would lead a govern- 
ment- 

welfare’s anti-secular and 
anti-Western rhetoric has 
alarmed Turkey’s secular 
majority and its military, 
which sees itself as the 
guarantor of the country’s 
secular regime. 

Mr. Erbakan, once jailed 
by the military for his pro- 
Islamic activities, was in 


three coalition governments 
in the 1970s as the leader of 
Welfare's precursor, which 
was a small party then. 

Earlier Friday, Ms. Ciller 
offered a formula excluding 
Welfare, with the two cen- 
tre-right and two centre-left 
parries joining hands. 

But Ms. CiBer's offer did 
not seem realistic consider- 
ing the bad blood between 
herself and Mr. Yilmaz, and 
she would not rule out a 
coalition of her True Path 
Party with Welfare. 

“Welfare also has to be 
tried in government,” said a 
True Path official, Ismail 
Rose. “You can’t ignore the 
6 million voters" who went 
for Welfare. 

Talks could (hag on for 
weeks as they did last win- 
ter before Motherland and 
True Path formed their 
shaky alliance In March to 
block Welfare from power: 

But True Path pulled out 
of tile coalitoin two weeks 
ago after parliamentary 
probes, backed by Mr. 
Yilmaz, were begun to 
investigate alleged corrup- 
tion by Ms. Ciller. She 
denies any wrongdoing; 


UAE calls 
un China 
to help 
keep Gulf 
stable 


DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — The gov- 
ernment has urged China to 
help m ai n t a in stability in the 
Gulf, tiie Gulf News daily 
reported Friday. 

It said the UAE*s foreign 
minister. Sbeik Hamdan Bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, told this to 
the visiting Chinese defence 
minister, Ll Gen. Chi 
Haotian, in a meeting 
Thursday night 

The UAE which is locked 
in a territorial dispute with 
Iran over islands in the south- 
ern Gulf, has been concerned 
about repots of alleged sales 
of Chinese missiles and 
nuclear technology to Iran. 

The United States alleges 
Iran is seeking to acquire 
nuclear weapons, a charge 
Tehran denies. It was not 
known whether Sheik 
Hamdan and Chi discussed 
Iran, but the UAE’s appeal to 
China came less than a week 
after the tiny Gulf nation of 
Bahrain accused Iran of plot- 
ting to overthrow its govern- 
ment Iran has denied that 
accusation too.The UAE And 
the other members of the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council have rallied behind 
Bahrain following the gov- 
ernment announcement of the 
plot. 



His Majesty King Husein is seen off at the airport by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Royal Family members and senior officials before his departure to the 
U.S. (Petra photo) 

King leaves for the U.S. 
to hold talks with Clinton 


AMMAN (Agencies') — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Friday deponed for 
Washington where he will 
meet U.S. President Bill 
Clinton to discuss prospects 
for Middle East peace in the 
wake of Israel’s general 
elections and the emergence 
of right-winger Benyamin 
Netanyahu as new prime 
minister of Israel. 

The White House meeting, 
the second between the King 
and Mr. Clinton in two 
months, will probably take 
place on June 13. according 
to a government officiaL The 
official said that the King, 
who had planned to travel to 
the United States long before 
the Israeli elections, decided 
to seek a meeting with 
President Clinton to discuss 
the Middle East peace in the 
light of the results of the 
Israeli elections. 

Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said that the King 
plans to discuss issues of 
common concern to Jordan 
and the United States in 
addition to the peace process 
and the outcome of the 


Israeli elections. 

Petra said that King 
Hussein is accompanied by 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Ali Ben Al Hussein, Chief of 
the Royal Court Awn 
Khasawneh. King’s advisor 
on Security Affairs Mustafa 
Qaisi and the American 
Ambassador lo Jordan 
Wesley Egan. 

King Hussein will be the 
first Arab leader to meet 
with Mr. Clinton since the 
election of Mr. Netanyahu as 
prime minister of the Jewish 
state, an election that has 
raised concern of the future 
of the Middle East peace 
process. 

Jordan is seeking an over- 
all Arab-lsraeli settlement, 
made more difficult by the 
election of Mr. Netanyahu, 
to cement its 1994 peace 
treaty with IsraeL Hie U.S., 
the main sponsor of the five- 
year-old peace process, said 
it continued to believe Arab- 
lsraeli negotiations should 
be based on land for peace, 
a principle opposed by Mr. 
Netanyahu during his elec- 
tion campaign. 


in an interview with the 
New York Enquirer 
Wednesday, King Hussein 
was quoted as saying (hat 
Mr. Netanyahu should be 
given a chance to prove if 
be is committed to the peace 
process and the implementa- 
tion of the Oslo agreements 
with the Palestinians. 

The King said he believed 
the new Israeli government 
would be as committed as its 
predecessor to the effort and 
suggested Mr. Netanyahu 
may soften his hard-line 
stance once he is in office. 

The King also made it 
clear in the interview that 
Jordan will never negotiate 
on behalf of the Palestinians 
adding that Jordanian- 
Palestinian relationship can 
only be discussed once the 
Palestinians have created 
their own state. 

In an address to a ceremo- 
ny for the graduation of 
army officers from the Royal 
War College on Thursday. 
King Hussein said: “Peace 
does not frighten us and it is 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan was only country to keep 
issue of refugees alive, Regent says 


AMMAN (PETRA) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Friday said Jordan was the 
only country who kept the 
issue of refugees and their 
right to repatriation or com- 
pensation alive in all the 
agreements it has signed. 

Addressing students at the 
Royal Command and Staff 
College and the Air 
Command and Staff 
College, Prince Hassan 
stressed Jordan’s support 
for the Palestinian rights, 
saying that Jordan does not 
accept, under any circum- 
stances, any attempts by 
any party to deny the status 
of refugees in Jordan. 
Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and 
Palestine, as defined by the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees UNRWA. 

The Regent, who was 
commenting on working 


papers on state of the 
Jordanian national econo- 
my, and the difficulties and 
challenges facing it, in addi- 
tion to human resources and 
role of armed forces in 
administrative develop- 
ment, presented by students 
attending both colleges, 
defined two major compo- 
nents, namely circumstan- 
tial and basic security. The 
Crown Prince £ tressed die 
important role played by 
the armed forces in main- 
taining security, and noted 
in this regard that Jordan 
has never had any expan- 
sionist policies or designs. 

Prince Hassan said man- 
agement of human 
resources and natural 
resources , in addition to the 
economic effects are three 
major factors in ensuring 
basic security. Jordan calls 
for adopting strategic deci- 
sions benefiting the public 


interest rather than the nar- 
row interests. 

On unemployment. Prince 
Hassan said the armed 
forces play a great role in 
providing job opportunities. 
He stressed the importance 
of holding inter-related 
technical workshops at the 
specialised institutes, noting 
the importance of such 
workshops in ensuring job 
opportunities. On manage- 
ment of natural resources. 
Prince Hassan said contain- 
ing unemployment is part 
of circumstantial security, 
because enemies of stabili- 
ty argue that there will be 
no stability as long as 
unemployment and poverty 
exist. Many, even try to 
utilise unemployment to 
influence stability, and the 
final say in this respect is 
the proper management of 
resources. 


Iran offers to mediate between Bahrain, opposition 


CAIRO (AFP) — Iran is 
prepared to mediate 
between tfce Bahrain gov- 
ernment and the opposition 
in the Gulf state, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayafi said in an interview 

published Friday. 

“We are ready to mediate 
between the government 
and opposition in Bahrain to 
find a solution acceptable to 
all parties,” he told the Arab 
daily Al Hayat, while again 
denying accusations from 
Manama that Tehran backed 
a plot to topple the govern- 
ment 

“We think talks between 
the government and the 


opposition are the only way 
to end the interna) problems 
in Bahrain,” he added. 

And the Iranian foreign 
minister blamed “U.S. pres- 
sure" for the “political ten- 
sion” troubling relations 
between Tehran and some 
Gulf Arab states. 

Bahrain on Monday for 
the first time openly 
accused Iran of being 
behind the 18 months of 
unrest in the country when 
the authorities said they had 
arrested dozens of members 
of a group called the 
Military Wing of hezbollah- 
Bahrain. 

Manama has said it was 


recalling its ambassador to 
Tehran, and Iran swiftly fol- 
lowed suit and ordered its 
ambassador in the Gulf 
archipelago to return home, 
lowering ties to the level of 
charges d’affaires. 

Mr. Velayati said Tehran 
“had no interest in interfer- 
ing in the internal affairs of 
Bahrain." adding that “we 
do not wish to be the source 
of tension or crises in the 
region, as that would be 
harmful for everybody." 

Relations between Iran 
and other Gulf states. Qatar, 
Oman and Kuwait, were 
“very good,” he said. 
Tehran was in favour of 


cooperating on security 
issues with Gulf kingdoms 
and was prepared to sign 
“non-aggression treaties." 

“U.S. officials themselves 
have said they want to iso- 
late Iran and they have, not 
concealed the pressure they 
are putting on their allies to 
sever relations with 
Tehran.” said Mr. Velayati. 

“What is more, the 
Americans want a pretext to 
justify their military pres- 
ence in the area ” he said. 

The unrest in Bahrain has 
been led by Shiites demand- 
ing a restoration of the par- 
liament suspended in 1975 
by the Sunni-led authorities. 
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U.N. team arrives in Baghdad 
to hasten application of oil deal 


BAGHDAD (R) — A Unit- 
ed Nations team arrived in 
Baghdad on Friday to has- 
ten the implementation of 
the food-for-oil deal Iraq 
signed with the United 
Nations last month. 

Team leader, Raymond 
Sommereyns, told reporters 
his mission in Iraq was to 
speed up procedures allow- 
ing Iraq to export limited 
amounts of oil in return for 
food, medicine and other 
humanitarian supplies. 

“This mission was sent by 
the secretary-general of the 
United Nations to ensure 
from bis side that the mem- 
orandum of understanding 
that was reached between 
him and the government of 
Iraq could be implemented 
as soon as possible," Mr. 
Sommereyns said. 

Under the oil deal, worth 
$2 billion of crude exports 


in six months, the U.N. sec- 
retary-general needs to 
approve a distribution plan 
of the food and medical 
supplies purchased by the 
oil money. 

Iraq said this week it was 
about to finish the plan 
which it intended to discuss 
with U.N. experts before 
sending it to the secretary- 
general. 

“We will consult with the 
Iraqi authorities on the prac- 
tical aspects of the imple- 
mentation,’' Mr. Som- 
mereyns said. Asked what 
areas he had in mind, be 
said, “whatever is neces- 
sary” 

A source in Mr. Som- 
mereyns’ team said mem- 
bers, among whom are oil 
and customs experts, would 
visit Iraq’s oil terminals on 
the Gulf and also crude 
gauge instruments at a 


pumping station on the 
Iraqi-Tuikish borders. 

Before Iraq starts pump- 
ing, the U.N. needs to sta- 
tion experts at both loca- 
tions to ensure crude 
amounts and quality export- 
ed by Iraq meet the specifi- 
cations agreed upon by 
Baghdad and the U.N. sanc- 
tions committee. 

Iraq has said its export 
outlets are ready to handle 
the partial exports estimated 
at about 800,000 barrels per 
day (bpd) at current prices. 

Mr. Sommereyns’ mission 
was the first to arrive in Iraq 
following the s ignin g of the 
deal on May 20. The seven 
members, driven to Bagh- 
dad’s smartest hotel, the Al 
Rasheed, by limousines 
flew from Kuwait to Iraq’s 
Habaniya military airport 
60 kilometres west of the 
Iraqi capital. 


Mr. Sommereyns. who is 
director of die West Asia 
division of the Department 
of Political Affairs at the 
U.N., described his team as 
“a technical reconnaissance 
mission.” 

The Iraqi government, 
which has greeted the deal 
as a step towards the 
removal of the embargo, is 
taking measures to translate 
it into action as quickly as 
possible. 

Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein. in remarks published 
on Friday, told his ministers 
to prepare all prerequisites 
necessary for a “swift and 
comprehensive accommo- 
dation of food and health 
supplies and other goods 
related to humanitarian 
needs in line with the mem- 
orandum of understanding 
Iraq signed with U.N. last 
month.” 


Israel refuses to allow Egyptian helicopters 
to land at new Palestinian airport in Gaza 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel 
refused to allow two Egypt- 
ian helicopters to land at 
Gaza’s first international 
airport Thursday because 
the landing strip’s operating 
procedures are still under 
negotiation, Israel Radio 
said. 

Yasser Arafat inaugurated 
the airport on Sunday with 


the landing of a Dutch- 
made plane, a gift to the 
Palestinian leader from the 
Algerian government. 

On Thursday, Israel 
refused to allow two Egypt- 
ian helicopters to land at the 
Rafah airport in the south- 
ernmost part of the Gaza 
Strip because the agreement 
for the air strip’s operation 


has not yet been signed, 
Israel Radio said. 

The pilots decided to 
return to Egypt, the report 
said. 

Israel still controls air, 
land and sea access to Gaza, 
transferred to the Palestini- 
ans under the autonomy 
accord. The two sides are 
currently working out 


Jordan, Syria, PLO said 
less panicky over Israel 


By Rana Sabbagb 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Leaders of 
Jordan, Egypt and the 
Palestinians feel that 
hardline Israeli Prime 
Minister-elect Benjamin 
Netanyahu will be forced 
to moderate policy state- 
ments chat endanger 
Middle East peace, Arab 
officials and diplomats 
said on Thursday. 

But His Majesty King 
Hussein, Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, who met 
in Jordan's Red Sea 
resort of Aqaba on 
Wednesday, could face 
tough times until then, 
they said. 

“We feel there are facts 
on the ground that dictate 
to us that there is no need 
for panic,” said a Jordan- 
ian official after the sum- 
mit that urged the Israeli 
leader to stick to a peace 
process based on 
exchanging Arab land for 
peace. 

"The three men seem to 
be more optimistic now 
after the Israeli election 
dust settled.” said a 
senior Arab envoy. 

“But they do not want 
to emphasise this opti- 
mism to keep up the 
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pressure on Mr. 
Netanyahu ' to continue 
what tire previous Labour - 
government starred cm 
the peace front — the 
Palestinians, Syria and 
Lebanon ” he told 
Reuters. 

The Aqaba summit was 
followed by a meeting of 
Syrian President Hafez 
Assad, Mr. Mubarak and 
Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah in Damascus 
on Friday to coordinate 
reaction- to Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who 
rejects Palestinian inde- 
pendence, negotiations 
on East Jerusalem or 
returning the Golan 
Heights captured from 
Syria in 1967, welcomed 
the statement from die 
Aqaba summit. 

Officials and diplomats 
said the three Arab lead- 
ers based their optimism 
on several assumptions: 

— Mr. Netanyahu will 
face . pressure from 
Israel’s main ally, the 
United Stares, which 
began the peace process 
in 1991 and could step up 
involvement after its own 
election in November. 

— The new Israeli cab- 
inet might not include 
Likud hardliners in main 
portfolios. 
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— Mr. Netanyahu can- 
not endanger the “peace 
dividend” * apparent in 
overseas investment after 
detailed talks with the 
Palestinians in 1993, a 
treaty with Jordan in 
1994 and the opening of 
diplomatic relations with 
a host of Muslim coun- 
tries. 

“Netanyahu can’t sacri- 
fice all this for ideologi- 
cal reasons.. .He will 
have to find a formula to 
reconcile bis views with 
realities,” an Arab diplo- 
mat said. 

‘But this does not mean 
Israel’s main Arab peace 
partners believe it is 
going to be an easy ride... 
They expect to see move- 
ment in circles for quite 
some time.” 

The flurry of Arab 
diplomacy after the win 
by the Likud leader, on a 
platform vowing tougher 
terms in peace talks, aims 
to set a common front. 

The current meetings 
could lead to a s ummi t of 
11 to 15 Arab countries, 
including former adver- 
saries. The goal would be 
to meet this month in 
advance of talks between 
Mr. Netanyahu and U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 
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details of the airport’s future 
operation procedures. 

Officials have said that 
they expea tbe airport to 
cost S48 million, of which 
$18 million has already 
been spent. There is 
presently only one runway 
and tbe airport’s terminal is 
expected tobe completed 
within a year. 

By Michael Jansen 
in Cyprus 

THE "WAIT and see” phase 
of the coming to power in 
Israel of Binjamin Netanyahu 
came to an end on Thursday 
when Likud Party politics 
announced the new govern- 
ment’s “guidelines” These 
“guidelines” consisted of a 
“yes" to Israeli secular and 
religious right-wingers con- 
tained in a pledge to develop 
Israeli settlements in the Pales- 
tinian territories and three 
“no’s” to the Arabs, “no” to a 
Palestinian state, “no” to the 
division of Jerusalem and “no” 
to compromising “Israeli sov- 
ereignty on the Golan.” The 
“guidelines,” not unexpected- 
ly, said nothing about what the 
Palestinians could expea from 
Israel in “final status” negotia- 
tions but demanded that the 
Palestinians should end “ter- 
rorism,” hand over “terrorist” 
subjects to the Israelis and halt 
“incitement” against Israel. 
Tbe message the government- 
to-be sent to the international 
community, the Arabs and, 
particularly, tbe Palestinians is 
thai foe Israel of 19^7, “greater 
Israel,” is here to stay; devise a 
strategy other than ‘land for 
peace” for dealing with this 
situation. 

ft was essential to get tins 
message across to the leaders 
of Syria, Egypt and Saudi Ara- 
bia (not likely to be listeners to 
Israel Radio bulletins) who 
met in Damascus yesterday, 
but: until 14.00 hours Damas- 
cus time major Dews dis- 
pensers Hke the BBC World 
Service and CNN had not 
broadcast the “guidelines” to 
tbe world. And at least one 
major news agency wrapped 
up the announced “guide- 
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Settlers 
take over 
another 
building 
in 

Hebron 


HEBRON, West Bank 
(AFP) — Jewish sealers 
took over an abandoned 
house in Hebron on Friday, 
the second time in three 
days they have moved to 
expand their holdings in 
the volatile West Bank city, 
Palestinian residents 

Residents said tbe settlers 
began building a new roof 
on tbe structure, which is 
located near die Jewish 
neighbourhood of Beit 
Hadassab outside the 
Hebron market 

A spokesman for the set- 
tlers, Noam Amon, denied 
there were any plans to 
move Jews into the house, 
but was unable to explain 
tbe work undertaken on tbe 
roof. 

On Wednesday settlers 
took over another structure 
in Hebron which local offi- 
cials said was an ancient 
hammam, or Arab bath 
house, located on land 
under the control of Pales- 
tinian religious authorities. 

Hassan Tahbub, in charge 
of religious affairs for the 
Palestinian National 
Authority, condemned the 





A SETTLER WORKS ON ANEW CONSTRUCTION: Hebron Jewish settler Yisrad 
Hadjadj hauls wooden planks as he works on the construction of a new room on tne 
roof of an Arab house inside the fenced-in Beit Hadassab enclave in the heart of town 
June 7. Settlers are showing fresh signs of life now that right-winger Benjamin 
Netanyahu has been elected Israel s prime minister (Reuters photo) 

settler activity as a “nrovo- ritv’s 120.000 Palestinian cised the decision to with- 


settler activity as a “provo- 
cation” linked to tbe May 
29 victory of foe pro-settle- 
ment Likud Party in Israeli 
national elections. 

Under tbe terms of foe 
Oslo peace accords, Israel 
was to have handed most 
of Hebron over to tbe 
Palestinian authority in 
March, leaving be hind a 
small military face to pro- 
tea some 400 militant set- 
tlers living among foe 


city's 120,000 Palestinian 
residents. 

But outgoing Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres post- 
poned the pullback after a 
series of suicide bombings 
by Islamic radicals, and 
following his defeat at foe 
polls by Likud leader Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu left it up 
to his successor to carry 
out tbe redeployment. 

During foe election cam- 
paign Mr. Netanyahu criti- 


Netanyahu’s new guidelines 
may not help peace process 


lines,” published yesterday 
mooting in the maj or Israeli 
daily “Haaretz,” in specula- 
tion about who would .and 
would not be given a cabinet 
seat — appointments which 
remain for sometime in tbe 
future. 

The wold seems deter- 
mined to ignore tbe “guide- 
lines” formally agreed on by 
the Likud and its coalition 
partners. This is because these 
“guidelines” are unpalatable 
and unwelcome. The world 
prefers to play foe ostrich and 
put its bead in a hole in the 
sand. But Benyanrin Netan- 
yahu and his unpalatable 
“guidelines" will not go away. 
Tbe world prefers to thrust its 
bead in foe sand because if 
Netanyahu’s government acts 
on these “guidelines,” Israel 
win put an end to tbe peace 
process which everyone in foe 
world but the “new” Israel 
agrees most be based on the 
return cf Arab territory in 
exchange for peace. Recog- 
nition of the “guidelines” 
would amount to recognition 
of an unacceptable reality 
which tbe wodd and, even, 
perhaps, tbe Arabs do not wish 
to recognise. 

This reality is that, as T fiend 
Party supporters put it, a majo- 
rity of “Israeli Jews” (6(H51 
per cent) do not want to make 
peace with tbe Arabs on tbe 
“land for peace” terms. When 
it lock this stand this majority 
made it clear it is prepared to 
accept tbe criticism and, even. 


condemnation of the 
international community for 
wrecking a failing “peace 
pocess”-<4aunchedU l jn -199 L- 
This majority prefers territory 
to peace, “Greater 'Israel” to' 
“Lesser Israel” and another 
hundred years of conflict to an 
eternity of peace. By voting 
for the Likud tbe majority of 
“Jewish Israelis” (minus the 
Palestin-ian component who 
voted, largely, for Shimon 
Peres) shunned foe peace 
process, betraying the hopes 
and aspirations of die Vfest 
and the Arab Wodd which 


remain committed to tins 
process, however flawed and 
filtering. 

The refusal of tbe Weston 
media, of reporters and com- 
mentators, to give proper cov- 
erage and weight to the story 
of foe “guidelines" is poor 
preparation for the long-term 
campaign to come. For foe 
Arabs and the international 
community will have to wage 
a very difficult and even dan- 
gerous campaign against an 
Israeli government committee 
to such an action plan. 

Unless confronted from the 
very outset, foe Netanyahu 
government will procrastinate 
on implementation of key ele- 
ments cf Israel's agreements 
with the Palestinians and try to 
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occupy international media- 
tors fay raising a host of side 
issues to foe central negotia- 
.itio&s-'On foe “permanent sta- 
( tus” of the occupied Palestin- 
ian territories,- foe Golan and 
Jerusalem. Indeed, the port 1 
porting of implementation of 
“what has been agreed” (be- 
gun and carried an by Labour) 
and pemrsioD of the course of 
foe peace process has already 
begun. 

The issues on which the Ne- 
tanyahu camp has commenced 
contestation are meetings bet- 
ween Ml Netanyahu and Pa-' 
testine President Yasser Arafat 
(still regarded by the Likud as 
the “arch tenorisO, tbe use of 
Orient House in East Jeru- 
salem as a Palestinian national 
office. Israeli troop withdrawal 
from tbe West Bank town of 
Hebron, Palestinian access to 
foe Rafih Airport in southern 
Gaza and mteipretarion of Ap- 
ril’s south Lebanon ceasefire 
agreement following last 
week’s Hizbollah attacks 
against Israeli troops in tbe 
occupation zone. 

Tbe Netanyahu government 
can be expected to use these 
and other issues — Hke, for 

instance, lifting the closures on 

the West Bank and Gaza and 
foe transfer to Israel by the 
Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) of Palestinians suspect- 
ed of “terrorist activity” — in 
order to divert die attention of 
foe U.S. and the European 
Union (EU) and the 
international community from 
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draw from Hebron, but be 
has also committed himself 
to respecting foe Oslo 
accords and has yet . to 
announce a final decision 
on foe issue. 

Hebron, foe last major 
West Bank town still under 
Israeli control, is holy to 
Muslims and Jews alike 
and has long been a flash- 
point for Arab-Israeli vio- 
lence. 

the issues. And foe Netanyahu 
go-vemment may even resort 
to the use of violence, in die 
Palestinian territories or 
against southern Lebanon and. 
perhaps, even Syria, to dentil 
the peace process. 

Furthermore, as in foe case 
of the “guidelines”, the Netan- 
yahu government will count 
on the media and tire diplomat- 
ic cops not to take notice and 
Contest this strategy of divert- 
ing foe course of foe peace 
process. Tbe Israeli aim is to 
compel tiie outside powers 
involved in the regional nego- 
tiations to address each issue, 
one by one, expending their 
time and energies on sec- 
ondary or side issues so that 
these mediators have nothing 
left for tile main negotiations. 
Moreover, during this cam- 
paign of attrition, Israel will 
give small concessions bit by 
bit until the time conies when 
foe government says it can 
give no mere. If Ml Netan- 
yahu is allowed to pervert the 
negotiations in this way, be 
will subvert a regional settle- 
ment But prospects are not 
good The feet that tbe Western 
news agencies and the major 
Western broadcasting organi- 
sations — CNN and the BBC 
Worid Service — ignored for 
many hours the “guidelines” of 
the Netanyahu government 
which were broadcast through- 
out Friday by Israel Radio in 
its regular bulletins, bodes ill 
for the peace process which tbe 
Arab Worid was assured 
would go forward to its “logi- 
cal conclusion,” to quote 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
KaharitL 
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Srour ends ‘successful’ visit to Qatar 


KDP delegation arrives for talks 
with Jordanian, INA officials 


DOHA (Petra) — The 
Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament, Saad 
Hayel Srour, Friday 
returned to Amman after a 
several-day visit to Qatar 
describing his talks with 
Qatari leaders as positive 
and characterised with 
brotherly atmosphere t ha t 
“reflects the deep rooted 
ties between the Jordan and 
Qatar 

He said that Jordan and 
Qatar have agreed on form- 
ing a joint committee 
grouping members of the 
Jordanian Parliament and 
the Qatari Shura Council to 
pursue the question of coor- 
dination and cooperation 
between the two sides and 
help enhance bilateral ties 
and bolster inter-Arab par- 
liamentary cooperation. 

Ml Srour said the visit 
to Qatar “convinced us of 
the uigent need for com- 
mon Arab action and for 
enabling the Arab stares to 
transcend their differences 
and decide on ways to 
reestablish pan-Arab soli- 
darity.” 

Addressing a press con- 


ference in Doha before his 
departure for home at the 
end of a four -day official 
visit at the head of a parlia- 
mentary delegation, . Mr. 
Srour voiced Jordan’s full 
support for Bahrain in the 
face of the recent distur- 
bances there. 

“Jordan considers any 
Arab country as an integral 
part of the Arab order and 
we voice our support for 
Bahrain in enjoying stabili- 
ty .and security” said Mr. 
Srour 

“As to Iran, We maintain 
normal diplomatic ties with 
that country and 1 can say 
that these ties are good,” 
added' Mr. Srour in reply to 
a question about Jordanian- . 
Iranian relations. “Our rela- 
tions with other countries 
are naturally good as long 
as the others respect our 
views concerning our own 
internal affairs 

Asked about die reasons 
behind Jordan's strained 
relations with Syria, he 
said; “We are linkrat to 
Syria through brotherly ties 
because we face a common 
destiny, and there is no rea- 


son from our side for not 
maintaining normal ties 
with the Syrian brothers. 
However, we have our own 
method vis-a-vis the peace 
process and they have their 
own way although we 
started off on the same path 
at the Madrid peace confer- 
ence. There can be no rea- 
son for not having normal 
relations with Syria at this 
particular stage which calls 
for concerned efforts vis-a- 
vis ‘ the common chal- 
lenges.” 

Answering a question 
regarding relations with 
Iraq, Mr. Srour said that 
Jordan has borne the brunt 
as a result of the Gulf crisis 
and has shouldered a heavy 
burden through providing 
assistance to the evacuees 
from the Gulf in the wake 
of the war. 

“We support the Iraqi 
people’s unity, and Iraq's 
territorial integrity and 
hope that Iraq’s ordeal will 
soon end,” added Mr. Srour 

Answering a ' question 
about the Jordan-Israel 
Peace treaty and reports 
about the Jordanian people 


*s opposition to it. Ml 
S rour said “Jordan is a 
democracy and the treaty 
was debated in depth by 
Parliament and was over- 
whelmingly approved by 
foe it." 

He said it is “natural in a 
democracy to have opposi- 
tion but the decisions are 
taken by the vote of the 
majority." 

Asked about the role of 
Arab parliaments in helping 
to bring about a pan-Arab 
summit meeting, Mr. Srour 
said Arab parliaments 
which recently met in Dam- 
ascus after a break of sev- 
eral years due to the Gulf 
crisis are expected to 
devote efforts to bring 
about , a reconciliation 
among Arab states and 
pave the ground for a sum- 
mit that would ensure the 
continuation of the peace 
process . 

He said dial the Arab Par- 
liamentary Union president 
has been entrusted with 
spearheading efforts to 
at±ieve that goal. 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to The Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A two-man 
team, representing the Kur- 
dish Democracy Pair,' 
(KDP) arrived here Friday 
for talks with Jordanian 
officials and the Amman- 
based Iraqi National 
Accord ANA) leaders on 
recent developments inside 
Iraq and ways to strengthen 
coordination between tbe 
wo Iraqi opposition fac- 
tions, the spokesman of the 
Iraqi opposition in Amman 
said. 

The spokesman, Haroun 
Mohammed, added that the 
delegation, which includes 
Mofasin Daza’e, the person- 


al representative of the 
KDP leader Massdu 
Barzani, and the group's 
poHtbureau member Hosh- 
yar Zibari, would discuss 
with Jordanian officials 
launching a “mission" for 
the KDP in A mman, 

The delegation will dis- 
cuss means to strengthen 
political as well as military 
coordination between the 
two groups and ways to 
speed up the political 
change in Baghdad/ 1 Mr. 
Haroun told the Jordan 
Times. 

The KDP’s delegation 
visit to Amman is the sec- 
ond by a Kurdish opposi- 
tion group in less than two 
months. A delegation repre- 


senting the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK) arrived 
here on April and held talks 
with Jordanian officials and 
INA leaders and decided to 
open an office in .Amman. 
Mr. Haroun said that the 
PUK would send a repre- 
sentative to Amman “soon” 
to run this office. 

The government allowed 
the INA. which is beaded 
by lyad Alawi. to open an 
office in Amman and 
expressed its readiness to 
permit other Iraqi factions 
to establish offices in 
Amman. Last April, the 
group launched a four-hour 
daily radio service and said 
that it would publish a 
weekly newspapers, named 


Iraq al_Moustaqbal (Iraq of 
the future). It has no mili- 
tary presence in Jordon but 
its leaders claim that the 
group has several military 
camps in northern Iraq, 
which comes under the 
control of the Kurdish 
groups. 

Mr. Haroun also said that 
Mr. Wafiq Samera'e, the 
former chief of Iraq's mili- 
tary intelligence who fled 
to Syria and later on arrived 
in Jordan to live here, 
would return soon from 
Syria. He added that Mr. 
Sameera’es visit to Damas- 
cus is a “temporary” one 
and he would bring his 
family and come back by 
the end of this month. 


Queen 

congratulates 
first woman 


Nurses may freeze plans for strike after 
receiving government assurances 


Fuheis, Mahes residents to stage sit-in 
to demand action against pollution 


AMMAN (Petra) — Residents of the 
cities of Fuheis and Mahes are still 
determined to stage a sit-in Sunday to 
press for their demands that the gov- 
ernment tackle pollution problems 
caused by the cement factory despite a 
meeting a delegation representing the 
two cities held with the Minis ter of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Abdul Razzak Tubeishat 
during which the minis ter promised 
action to deal with the problem, 
deputy Fawzi Tueimeh who was 
among the delegation said Friday. 

During the meeting, speakers for 
the delegation also complained that in 
addition to the cement dust, residents 
■- -werecontinually harassed by the noise 


dangers to the local dozens were 
increased every day because the Jor- 
dan Cement Factories Company 
(JCFQ has expanded its production 
lines without taking precautionary 
measures to reduce pollution. 

The local residents demanded that a 
green belt be established around the 


factory and that the lands recently 
appropriated by the company be plant- 
ed with trees instead of used as a min- 
ing ground . 

The delegation called on the min- 
istry of Municipal and Rural Affairs to 
build a ring road around the two towns 
and a tunnel for the trucks to avoid 
entering the heart of the residential 
areas and reduce the pollution 

For his part the Minister said he was 
against the annexation by the compa- 
ny of more land to mine cement and 
the ministry will stop the company 
from expanding its mining operations 
in extra lands, saying that the areas 
surrounding the factory are all inhab- 
ited by residents whose lives could be 


He said that be recently agreed with 
the factory management to build a 
ring road and to plant more trees 
around the plant, and urged the dele- 
gation to cancel a sit-in planned by 
the townspeople for Sunday to press 
for their demands for action against 
foe pollution the factory is said to 
cause. 


He that a demand that the factory be 
removed from Fuheis cannot be met 
because cement constituted a major 
element of tbe national economy . 

Deputy Fawzi Tueimeh, who attend- 
ed the meeting, said that the towns- 
people are determined to pursue every 
possible effort to ensure safety to their 
environment. He agreed with the min- 
ister that measures should be taken 
immediately to help curtail the danger 
of pollution. ■ 

Later Dr. Tubeishat said chat he had 
.held several -meetings with factory 
officials and agreed with them on a 
series of measures to help reduce foe 
pollution, adding that foe factory man- 
agement .was implementing all the 
decisions taken at earlier meetings in'' 
this regard. 

At foe end of foe meeting, agree- 
ment was reached on forming a com- 
mittee grouping foe ministry, foe fac- 
tory and foe local residents to pursue 
meetings and follow up the implemen- 
tation of agreements on resolving the 
problem. 


.-.of. trucks and foe explosions fo break' further endangered by the cement poi- 
up the cement rock. They said that the • lotion -■ - 1 


judge in 
Jordan 

AMMAM (PETRA) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor AJ 
Hussein Thursday sent a 
cable to judge Tagrid Hik- 
mai, congratulating her on 
her appointment as foe first 
woman judge in Jordan. On 
Monday, foe Judicial council 
appointed Ms. Hikmat. 49. 
who has been practising Jaw 
for the past 15 years , as a 
judge. Queen Noor voiced 
pride in Ms. Hikrnat's 
appointment and wished her 
every success in carrying out 
her new duties. “I take this 
historic opportunity to 
express to you my personal 
happiness over your appoint- 
ment, given your active par- 
ticipation and involvement 
in academic, scientific, 
vocational and social Gelds, 
particularly in the area of 
human rights and women's 
rights, and your contribution 
to foe Beijing conference,” 
foe Queen said. 

Queen Noor said this post 
requires a great deal of 
responsibility, wisdom, 
sound judgement and justice 
in delivering rulings. 



PSD, GID directors promoted to the rank of generals 
A Royal Decree was issued Thursday endorsing the pro- 
motion of Public Security Department (PSD) Director 
Nasonh Muhieddin Marzouqah (left) to the rank of gener- 
al as of June 6. Gen. Muhieddin succeeded former PSD 
director General Abdul Rahman A1 Adwan who retired 
from active service. Before his appointment to the new 
post on Feb. 15, Gen. Muhieddin was director general of tbe 
passports and the civil registration department, a post 
which he assumed two years following his resignation 
from the PSD where he was serving as director of the 
Amman Police Department Another Royal Decree was 
issued on Thursday endorsing foe promotion of foe Gen- 
eral Intelligence Department (GID) director Samih 
Badruddin A1 Battikhi to foe rank of general as of June 6. 
Gen.. Battikhi, a senior GID officer; succeeded Gen. 
Mustafa A1 Qaisi who was named special advisor to His 
Majesty King Hussein for National Security affairs. 



Deputy resigns from panel in 
protest over trip to RJ offices 


. By Rana Hnsseini ' 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A member of 
a Lower House Of Parlia- 
ment committee studying 
the affairs of Royal Jor- 
danian (RJ) has resigned 
over a controversial trip 
his fellow deputies in foe 
committee made to RJ 
offices in three European 
capitals last month. 

Bassam Omoush, an 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
member, said in letter to 
house speaker Saad Hayel 
Srour that his decision 
came in protest against foe 
visit made by some com- 
mittee members to RJ 
offices in Madrid, London 
and Rome without prior 
consultations with other 
members of the panel. The 
visit drew criticism in foe 
media with one columnist 
saying foe trip was unnec- 
essary for foe purposes of 
the committee and all foe 
deputies involved wanted 
was a free trip to Europe. 

“My decision came to 
express my disapproval of 
this trip so that no one will 
think that I approved of it,” 
Dr. Omoush said. 

In an article published in 
AJ Ra’i columnist Fahd 
Fanek charged that the 12- 
day trip by Chairman of 
foe committee Mohammad 
Abu Oleim, and deputies 
Ahmad Kassasbeh, Tawfiq 
Kzeishan and Khalil 
Hadadin would not 
achieve any puipqse but 
providing the deputies 
with a free tourist trip to 
Europe. 

Dr. Fanek's column 
enraged the four deputies 
after it reached them on 
their visit London leg of 



Bassam Omoush 


foe trip. Deputy Kassasbeh 
responded by threatening 
to sue Dr. Fanek in an arti- 
cle be published in A1 Ra’i. 

“Your remarks (in .foe 
column) would not go 
unnoticed and you will 
have to answer to them in 
a court of law,” deputy 
Kassasbeh - said in his 
angry reply. 

In his column. Dr. Fanek 
charged that foe deputies 
chose to go to European 
capitals because tourism 
and entertainment were on 
their minds and first class- 
air travel tickets, food, 
tours and the hotel bills 
will be paid by RJ. ■ 

Dr. Fanek went further to 
say that “it is not unlikely 
that foe deputies will also 
ask RJ to pay for the gifts 
that they will bring back to 
their wives in order to 
make up for their sins," 
c laiming that foe lawmak- 
ers had asked RJ to buy 
them suitcases and fill 
them with shirts and hats 
to ‘‘protect themselves 
from Europe’s sun.” 

Mr. Kassasbeh chal- 
lenged Dr.. Fanek's accusa- 


tions and criticisms stating 
in his reply from London, : 
“As for your claims that 
we requisite gifts and suit- 
cases (from RJ), I chal- 
lenge you and RJ to prove 
that, because we are not 
among those who can be 
bought I will demand that 
you prove your accusa- 
tions in a court of law 
because you question our 
integrity and dragged our 
wives into your article.” 

The committee has been 
studying the status and 
performance of RJ for over 
two years in foe wake of 
■conflicting reports about 
foe performances of RJ’s 
offices in Amman and 
abroad. 

‘ On May 29, deputy Abu 
Oleim said in defending 
foe committee's visit to the 
European capitals that the 
committee's visit was to 
review foe general situa- 
tion of the national air car- 
rier. 

Deputy Abu Oleim said 
.that foe committee was 
entrusted with studying the 
function and situation of 
RJ stations abroad and to 
seek a way to promote 
their services and activities 
to help increase foe num- 
ber of tourist in Jordan. 

According to deputy Abu 
Oleim, foe committee will 
be expected to finalise an 
accurate and comprehen- 
sive report on its trip to the 
European capitals and to 
clarify the details about 
reasons behind the nation- 
al carrier’s indebtedness 
and suggesting proposals 
to address foe situation. 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Public nurses 
on Friday were studying tbe - 
possibility of -halting their- - 
Sunday strike in demand 
for better pay, after receiv- 
ing promises ffour govern^, 
mem officials Thursday 
that their demands will be 
fulfilled, Jordanian Nursing 
Association (JNA) mem- 
bers said. 

JNA committee members 
met with Health Minister 
Aref Batayneh on Thursday 
who informed them that foe 
ministry had notified the 
Ministry .of Social Devel- 
opment of foe nurses 
demands, according to 
Hashem Salameh, president 
of JNA. 

“We feel that foe govern- 
ment is serious about our 
demands and is taking a 
positive action to meet our 
demands,” Mr. Salameh 


told foe Jordan Times. 

About 2,200 government 
nurses around foe Kingdom 
.staged a two-hour strike 
Wednesday in all govern- 
mental— rastitutions, in 
demand for a 90 per cent 
raise, instead of foe present 
50 per cent raise, in addi- 
noiTio (heir inclusion in an 
incentive allowance sys- 
tem. 

Their Wednesday strike 
drew no immediate reaction 
from foe government of 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, and nurses 
vowed to continue with 
their strike. 

Earlier in the week, both 
foe prime minister and 
health mini ster met with foe 
committee promising to 
study their demands, an 
action which was rejected 
by the committee then, 
because they were seeking 
a written commitment from 
foe government, and staged 


iheir strike. 

“Government promises 
are taking a serious form 
and the health minister pro- 
duced a written statement 
sent to foe ministry of 
social development with 
recommendations for 
agreeing on the raises we 
have been demanding for 
the past two yean;." Mr. 
Salameh said. 

After the Ministry of 
Social Development 

reviews the Health Ministry 
recommendations to fulfil 
the nurses' demands of a 
higher raise, the recom- 
mendations will be for- 
warded to foe Prime Min- 
istry and foe Council of 
Minister for endorsement 

“The nurses committee 
will meet today (Saturday) 
to study foe situation, and 
most probably we will hall 
our strike until we receive a 
response from the govern- 
ment,” Mr. Salameh said. 


Poll confirms A1 Rai is the daily 
with largest circulation, its 
columnists most read 


By a Jordam /Times - . 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN- A1 Rai Arabic 
daily is leading all other 
Jordanian in newspapers 
by a wide margin in terms 
of its circulation and its 
columnists are the most 
read by foe limited num- 
ber of Jordanians who 
read newspapers; a~recenr 
opinion poll has shown. 

The poll, which sur- 
veyed 1,200 people in foe 
two categories of general 
public and opinion lead- 
ers, was conducted by the 
Strategic Studies Centre 
at the University of Jor- 
dan to measure public 
opinion on a variety of 
issues, including foe per- 
formance of the govern^ 
ment and Parliament and” 
foe progress of democra- 
cy in the Kingdom as well 
as foe circulation of 
newspapers in foe coun- 
try. 

But according to colum- 
nist Fahd Fanek, the find- 
ings of foe poll on news- 
papers readership and cir- 
culation were not pub- 
lished “to avoid raising 
sensitivities amongst 
columnists and newspa- 
pers.” 

Mustafeh Hamameh, 
director of foe centre, told 
foe Jordan Times that 
even though all the find- 
ings of foe poll are avail- 
able to the public at foe 
centre, it was not possible 
to publish the findings on 
all issues studied due to 
their huge volume. He 
said foe centre also opted 
to stick to publishing 
findings on me major 
issues which it has been 
addressing for foe last 
three years, mainly foe 
progress of democracy in 
the kingdom, the perfor- 
mance of foe government 
and parliamentarians 
among omer issues. 

But Dr. Hamameh 


admitted that foe centre 
was aware of “the sensi- 
tivities” that could arise 
from the findings on the 
newspapers when it 
decided not to publish 
them. 

However, Dr. Fanek 
revealed foe findings in a 
column he published in A1 
Rai after obtaining them 
"from' foe centre, saying 
the public “has a right to 
know" this information. 

Dr. Fanek, a columnist 
in A1 Rai daily, said foe 
poll has found that Al Rai 
newspaper is foe most 
read newspaper with 42.7 
of foe sample surveyed, 
or 56.7 of those who read 
daily newspapers reading 
foe newspaper which was 
-established 26 years ago. 

Al Dustour daily came 
second with 29.3 of foe 
sample surveyed and 38.9. 
of daily newspapers read- ■ 
ers reading iL 

The weekly Shihan 
came first among weekly 
newspapers . 

As for columnists, the 
poll asked those surveyed 
two questions; The first 
was "who do you read 
(among columnists)?” 
and foe second was “how 
often do you read them?" 

In response to the first 
question, Al Rai colum- 
nists came first with writ- 
ers Tareq Masarweh and 
Fahd Fanek leading the 
list 

The poll found that 8.S 
per cent of those surveyed 
read Mr. Masarweh, 8.5 
■per cent read Dr. Fanek , 
4.6 per cent Fakhri 
Kawar ( Al Dustour), 3.9 
per cent Munis Al Razzaz 
( Al Rai), 2.7 per cent Sul- 
tan Hartab (Al Rai), 2.4 
per cent Saleh Qallab (Al 
Dustour), .1.9 per cent 
George Haddad,( Al Dus- 
tour), 1.6 per cent Taher 
Al Adwan ( Al Dustour), 
1.1 per cent Mahmoud Al 


Rimawi ( AJ Rai), 0.8 per 
cent Khairi Mansour t Al 
Dustour). 0.8 per cent 
Hamadeh Fara'neh ( Al 
Dustour). 0.4 per cent 
Nabil Al Sherif ( AJ Dus- 
tour) 0.3 per cent Oreib 
AJ Rimawi ( Al Dustour) 
and 0.1 per cent Ahmed 
Al Misleh ( Al Rai). 

Through foe answer to 
the second question on 
how often a columnist is 
read a week, foe centre 
concluded that the most 
read columnists in Jordan 
are Dr. Fanek with 1.6 
per cent of the sample 
surveyed saying they read 
him consistently. Tareq 
Masarweh came second 
with 1.1 per cem, then 
Fakhri Kawar with 0.9 
per cent. Munis Al Raz- 
zaz with 0.7 per cent. 
Saleh Qallab with 0.6 per 
cent. Sultan Hatiab with 
0.5 per cent and Ahmed 
Al Misleh with 0.1 per 
cem. 

An analysr said that foe 
most important Finding of 
foe poll concerning 
columnist and their read- 
ership is not who is most 
read as much as that non 
of the columnists have a 

lasting impact on public 
opinion, considering that 
foe most read columnist. 
Dr. Fanek. was found to 
be read by only 1.6 per 
cent of the sample. 

In his column. Fanek 
also quoted foe results of 
a study conducted by foe 
Consumer protection 
Society last year, which 
found out that foe "best” 
political columnists are 
Mr. Masarweh. Dr. 
Fanek, Mr. Qallab, Mr. 
Haddad, and Mr. Adwan. 
According to Dr. Fanek. 
the study also found that 
foe “best” economic com- 
mentators are himself, 
Abdullah Maliki ( Al 
Dustour). 
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Moscow blast casts shadow 
on Russian poll campaign 


MOSCOW (R) — Violence in Mos- 
cow cast a shadow over Russia’s elec- 
tion campaign Friday when a candi- 
date in the city's mayoral race was hurt 
in a blast outside his home. 

President Boris Yeltsin, in Moscow 
after gruelling campaign trips, urged 
young people to vote for freedom and 
democracy and Communist Gennady 
Zyuganov said he would send an army 
of observers to polling stations to en- 
sure the vote was fair. 

The two men are well ahead of the 
rest of the pack in polls for the June 1 6 
election, to be held on the same day as 
the vote for Moscow mayor. 

If. as is likely, neither wins an over- 
all majority, a run-off ballot between 
the two top contenders will take place 
next month. . 

Mr. Yeltsin, elected five years ago 
next week, sees his campaign as a cru- 
sade against a Communist revival. He 
has received strong backing from 
Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov, whose 
running- mate was the target of 
Friday's explosion. 

City officials said they thought the 
attack on Valery Shantsev was an 
attempt to sabotage Moscow's election 
campaign, which Mr. Luzhkov is 
widely expected to win. 

The attack was the first serious vio- 
lence in Russia itself before the 
Moscow vote and the presidential poll. 

Former Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev, a rank outsider in the pres- 
idential race, said be was the victim of 
an assassination attempt last month 
when he was punched in Siberia. 

But police in the industrial city of 
Omsk described that attack as hooli- 
ganism. and the former soldier who 
struck the blow said be was angry at 


Mr. Gorbachev’s political and eco- 
nomic reforms. 

Violence in rebel Chechenya has 
also clouded the campaign and Mr. 
Yeltsin admits he needs to be seen to 
be doing something to resolve the cri- 
sis to stand a serious chance of reelec- 
tion. 

Mr. Yeltsin, who visited Chechenya 
last week despite reservations from his 
security officials, switched his atten- 
tion to young people Friday and called 
on them to take advantage of today’s 
precious freedom of choice. 

“Your parents could not even dream 
of the choices which you have today,” 
said an appeal to new voters. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he was sure “young 
citizens of a free Russia... will give 
their vote to support freedom, democ- 
racy and reform.” 

“Vote or you will lose,” he added, 
repeating a campaign slogan from 
popular rock concerts and other 
events. 

Opinion polls show young voters are 
more likely to back Mr. Yeltsin than 
the elderly, who have oftea been left 
behind in Russia’s race to reform its 
economy on market lines. 

But the elderly, most of whom back 
Mr. Zyuganov, are more likely to vote 
than 1 ’ fee young. 

Mr. Zyuganov said the Communists 
would send 200,000 observers to pol- 
ling stations across Russia. “We are 
preparing for honest elections,” Inter- 
fax News Agency quoted him as say- 
ing. 

Other candidates in the race include 
liberal economist Grigory Yavlinsky 
and ultra-nationalist Vl adimir Zhiri- 
novsky, who has a history of doing 



Forensic experts examine the site of a blast Friday which injured Valery 
Shantsev, who is running for deputy mayor of the Russian capital in the 
June 16 election. It was the first serious incident before the Moscow vote and 
the presidential poll taking place on the same day (Renter photo) 


better than traditionally unreliable 
opinion polls suggest 
Mr. Zhirinovsky told voters Friday 
he was getting ready for a final push 
for die presidency and could be mak- 
ing regular television appearances in 
the final nine days before the vote. 

Valery Shantsev, a running-mate of 
Moscow's popular reformist mayor in 
the June 16 election, was badly injured 
in an explosion Friday in what offi- 
cials described as an attempt to sabo- 
tage polls in the capital. 

Police said Mr. Shantsev, 49, was 

rushed to hospital with burns and 
shrapnel Injuries after a remote-con- 
trol bomb went off at the entrance of 
his central Moscow apartment block. 

“I think it was a terrorist act deliber- 
ately aimed at this person and no one 
else,” Vasily Kutsov, chief of Moscow 
Criminal Police, told a news briefing. 

“This could not simply be a contract 
killing of a businessmen because 
Valery Pavlinovich (Shantsev) was not 
involved in any kind of business, as 
everyone knew.” 

Mr. Kuptsov described Shantsev's 
condition as “serious” but said his life 
was not in danger. He said Mr. 
Shantsev’s bodyguard and a woman 
passer-by were also in hospital with 
minor injuries. 

Mr. Shantsev, the head of Moscow’s 
southern administrative district, is a 
former Communist Patty official who 
emerged from obscurity when 
Moscow mayor, Yuri Luzhkov, chose 
him as his deputy in his reelection bid 
Mr. Luzhkov is a strong supporter of 
President Yeltsin, who is running for a 
second term in a national election on 
June 16. The popular Moscow mayor 
has tittle opposition in the local poll, 
but the vote might have been cancelled 
if Mr. Shantsev died 
The law says a candidate for mayor 
cannot run without a deputy and Mr. 
Luzhkov would not have had time to 
name a new number two. 

“It is obvious that if this terrorist act 
succeeded the (local) election in Mos- 
cow would be wrecked,” said Vasily 
Shakhnovsky, a top official in Mos- 
cow administration. 

Other city officials said the lack of a 
mayoral ballot on June 16 in Moscow 
with its 10 million citizens could 
reduce the turnout at the presidential 

election as well 

This could cost many votes for Mr. 
Yeltsin, who faces a strong challenge 
from Mr. Zyuganov. 

Politicians, bankers and business- 
men have fallen victim to a wave of 
contract killings in Russia as the rigid 
Soviet system collapsed Only a few 
alleged assassins have been caught 
But the attack on Mr. Shantsev ap- 
peared to be the first serious assault 
before the Moscow and the national 
polls. 


Khmer Rouge official 
denies Pol Pot dead 


BANGKOK (R) — A 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla of- 
ficial based at the group's 
Phnom Malai stronghold in 
Cambodia said Friday that 
rebel leader Pol Pot was not 
dead. 

“The report about Pol 
Pot’s death is not true," the 
guerrilla official, who iden- 
tified himself as Mit Chien. 
told reporters on the Thai 
border with Cambodia. 

Pol Pot, who is 68 and is 
known to have long suf- 
fered from malaria, has not 
been seen in public since 
the late 1970s after a Viet- 
namese invasion on Christ- 
mas Day 1978 ended his 
reign of terror. 

The Maoist faction has 
been blamed for the death 
of more than one million 
people during its “killing 
fields" rule. 

Rumours that Pol Pot had 
died surfaced in Phnom 
Penh and along the Thai- 
Carabodian frontier Thurs- 
day. 

“We've got no idea how 
this rumour spread,” Mit 
Chien said. 

While officials in Phnom 
Penh scrambled to try to 
confirm the rumours, Thai 
intelligence sources moni- 
toring developments along 
the frontier also said Friday 
Pol Pot had not died. 

“Up to this moment I can 
only say that Pol Pot is still 
alive.” a highly-placed Thai 
intelligence source told 
Reuters Friday. 

The Thai sources said the 
reports of Pol Pot's death 
were either the result of in- 
tentional disinformation on 
the part of factions in Cam- 
bodia or simply a mistake. 

“1 believe that the rumour 
was intentionally spread by 
a faction in the Cambodian 
government to encourage 
the people that the Khmer 


Rouge is about to die,” one 
Thai source said. 

The radical rebels contin- 
ue to wage a low-level 
guerrilla war against Cam- 
bodia's fragile coalition go- 
vernment from their remote 
jungle base areas near the 
Thai frontier. 

Another Thai source said 
that though Pol Pox was 
known to be sick the ru- 
mour he had died was 
wrong. 

“I double-checked with 
my men in the field and 
found that the report came 
from a field report which 
came from a rumour that 
had not been properly 
checked out,” the second 
source said. 

Thailand was a key sup- 
porter of the Khmer Rouge 
when the ultra-secretive 
guerrilla group led a United 
Nations -re cognised alliance 
fighting Vietnam's army of 
occupation in Cambodia in 
the 1980s. 

Though Thailand ceased 
supporting the guerrillas af- 
ter an international peace 
plan was launched in the 
early 1990s, Thai security 
agencies are known to 
closely monitor develop- 
ments in Khmer Rouge 
zones up against the Thai 
frontier. 

Cambodian government 
and military officals in 
Phnom Penh said Friday 
they could still not verify 
the report that the guerrilla 
commander had died. 

“I don't have any infor- 
mation yet,” said Prak So- 
kann, a senior adviser to 
Co-Premier Hun Sen. 
Information Minister Ieng 
Mouly and senior Interior 
Ministry officials said they 
were also still trying to con- 
firm the reports. 


Burma’s Suu Kyi heads for 
showdown with military 

BANGKOK (R) — Burma's democracy leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi appeared heading for a showdown with the mili- 
tary government Friday after members of her party said she 
would go ahead with weekend public gatherings outside 
her home. 

A senior government official told Reuters by telephone 
from Rangoon the military had told Ms. Suu Kyi’s 
National League for Democracy (NLD) party that the 
weekend meetings disrupted traffic and should not be held 
outside. 

“They can hold them but it has to be inside (Suu Kyi’s) 
compound,” be said, denying reports the government had 
banned the gatherings which attract thousands of democra- 
cy supporters. 

“Over the past few weeks there have been a lot of traffic 
problems because of the meetings, and many complaints. 
They have been informed to move them inside,” said fee 
official, who requested anonymity. 

But a senior NLD member said the party planned to pro- 
ceed wife the weekend public speeches as usual. 

Tin Oo, deputy secretary general of fee NLD, said by 
telephone from Rangoon fee government had not banned 
fee popular gatherings. 

“We haven’t received any official message,” he said. 
Rumours swept Rangoon Thursday that the ruling State 
Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) may have 
banned fee weekend speeches, starting Saturday. 

The hour-long speeches — given by Ms. Suu Kyi 
Saturdays and Ms. Suu Kyi, Mr. Tin Oo and deputy NLD 
Secretary General Kyi Maung Sundays — have gained in 
popularity since they began after Ms. Suu Kyi was released 
from six years under house arrest last July. 

Crowds of up to 10,000 people have gathered each day 
over fee past two weekends to hear fee speeches, delivered 
over fee front gates of Ms. Suu Kyi's home, and give sup- 
port to fee NLD, which has been fee target of a new crack- 
down by fee SLORC. 

The peaceful crowds chant slogans and cheer Ms. Suu 
Kyi but stay behind barricades erected by traffic police to 
keep people from flowing out on to busy University 
Avenue. 

Ml Tin Oo said he. Ms. Suu Kyi and Mr. Kyi Maung 
would speak as scheduled. 

“We will if possible meet fee people. The NLD is a party 
of fee people... We have met fee people for II months 
already and have not been found guilty of any violations of 
law and order. 

“I hope Saturday will be normal as usual.” 

A reinvigorated NLD emerged confident from a three- 
day party congress in late May, which was held despite 
sweeping arrests of democracy politicians and intimidation 
by fee SLORC 

The NLD won a landslide victory in a 1990 election, but 
fee results were never recognised by fee SLORC. 

• Separately, Burma's official media said the NLD risked 
being outlawed and having its members jailed. 



President Eteris Yeltsin kisses a hand of a girl wearing a folk dress during a welcome 
ceremony in a village near Tver, northwest of Moscow. Mr. Yeltsin toured Tver region 
as part of his campaign (Reuter photo) 


Irish talks agenda greeted with hostility 


LONDON (R) — British and Irish minis- 
ters announced a complex compromise 
agenda for Northern Ireland peace talks but 
it was immediately rejected by key partici- 
pants. 

Former U.S. Senator George Mitchell, 
wbo was last year asked to break a deadlock 
in the peace process over fee scrapping of 
guerrilla weapons, will chair fee talks start- 
ing in Belfast Monday. 

But, apparently to appease Protestant 
Unionists who have objected to U.S. partic- 
ipation in fee talks, fearing it would be sym- 
pathetic to their Catholic rivals, two other 
envoys will lead parts of fee negotiations. 

Even so, the Unionists were enraged. 

4 T could not and I do not agree to him 
(Mitchell) having a role in these discussions 
until I have been able to satisfy myself feat 
he will be acting in a purely independent 
maimer, wifi not be exercising any political 
function and will have as his objective 
securing fee implementation of his report as 
a whole,” said David Trimble, leader of the 
Ulster Unionist Party. 

The Ulster Unionists won fee biggest 
share of fee vote in an election last week to 
choose representatives at fee talks. 

Ian Paisley, fee formidable leader of fee 
Democratic Unionist Party, called Mr. 
Mitchell's appointment “outrageous.” 

And a British member of parliament 
threatened to resign from fee ruling 
Conservative Party over Mr. Mitchell’s 
appointment 

“Why do we need a foreigner, who hap- 
pens to be to be an Irish-American Catholic 
from fee Clinton-Kennedy school? Why do 
we need him sitting there at all?” said Terry 
Dicks. 

Sinn Fein, fee political wing of the 
Catholic Irish Republican Army (IRA), 
won 15 per cent of fee vote in last week’s 
election — its best performance in any poll 
— but it will not be allowed into fee talks 
until fee IRA resumes a ceasefire it aban- 
doned in February. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams says he 
will turn up for the talks Monday anyway, 
arguing feat fee party's significant share of 
fee vote gives it fee right to take part in fee 
negotiations. 

The agenda for fee peace talks was ham- 
mered out over three days in London by 
Britain’s Northern Ireland Secretary Sir 
Patrick Mayhew and Irish Foreign Minister 
Dick Spring. 

Retired Canadian General John De 
Chastelain will be in charge of fee soKalled 
“second strand” of negotiations, which will 
cover political relations between British- 
ruled Northern Ireland and fee Irish 
Republic to fee south. 

Former Finnish Prime Minister Hard 
Holkeri has been asked to act as alternate 
chairman of the committees set up as part of 


fee talks. 

Gen. De Chastelain and Mr. Holkeri were 
on fee international panel led by Mr. 
Mitchell that advised Britain earlier this 
year on the disposal of fee weapons used in 
fee 25-year guerrilla war between pro- 
British Protestants and pro-Irish Catholics. 
The conflict claimed more than 3,000 lives. 

The disarmament issue remains a thorny 
one. While the Mitchell panel’s report con- 
cluded that fee weapons could be handed 
over while talks were going on, Unionists 
are demanding feat this take place at an 
early stage. 

The IRA. meanwhile, is still refusing to 
resume fee 18-month ceasefire it ended on 
Feb. 9 with a huge bomb in London in 
protest at what it called British intransi- 
gence in peace negotiations. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton joined spring 
Thursday in appealing to fee IRA to call a 
new truce so feat Sinn Fein can take part in 
fee talks. 

The negotiations “offered a real chance to 
set aside fee past and negotiate a future of 
hope and promise, justice and peace,” Mr. 
Clinton said. 

Meanwhile British anti-terrorist police 
have detained four men in connection wife 
fee IRA bombing of London's Canary 
Wharf in February which heralded fee end 
of fee Northern Ireland guerrilla group’s 
ceasefire. 

. Northern Ireland’s Royal Ulster 
Constabulary police said Friday fee four 
were detained by police and troops in fee 
Forkhill area of Armagh on (he border wife 
fee Irish Republic and flown to London for 
questioning. 

The arrests were announced three days 
before fee start of Northern Ireland peace 
talks from which Sinn Fein will be exclud- 
ed because of fee IRA’s failure to suspend 
its guerrilla war. 

Police said a fifth person was detained in 
London early Friday under anti-terrorism 
legislation and held for questioning into ter- 
rorist crimes. 

The bombing at Canary Wharf — a tow- 
ering new office complex in London’s 
docklands area — was a watershed in fee 
troubled history of Northern Ireland 
because it signalled a return to war by fee 
IRA, which wants to end British rule of fee 
province, after an unprecedented 17-monfe 
ceasefire. 

The guerrillas killed two people in fee 
Canary Wharf bombing and a thud person, 
one of their own bombers, died when a 
device he was carrying blew up accidental- 
ly on a London bus. 

They tried in vain last month to detonate 
a huge Seratex plastic explosive bomb 
under Hammersmith Bridge, a key artery in 
the British capital and a prestige target 


Taiwan urges China to hold summit 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan Friday gave 
China a top-level nudge to reconsider an 
offer by its president to fly to Beijing for a 
summit meeting wife Chinese leaders in a 
new effort to mend ties. 

“President Lee has said in his inaugural 
speech that at the call of the country and 
wife fee support of fee public, he is willing 
to visit China,” Premier Lien Chan told a 
news conference. 

“(I) hope fee mainland leaders nan give it 
more thought and take it seriously,” he said, 
referring to Beijing’s rejection of fee offer 
in Lee Tbng-Hui’s presidential address on 
May 20. 

Mr. Lien, who this week was reappointed 
premier after assuming his elected vice 
presidential post, said Taiwan “absolutely 
does not rule out high-level visits” to China 
since this can help promote ties across the 
Taiwan Strait, separating the two rivals. 

But he said fee deep differences between 
Taiwan and China feat have separated fee 
two sides for more than 40 years could not 
be resolved in one meeting. 

“High-level (dialogues;, of course, can 
promote friendship, better understanding, 
develop personal relationship and resolve 
certain problems ” he said. 

But “it is important feat fee two sides first 
reopen their communication channel” so 
that they can discuss “practical, technical 
and political issues, even on cross-strait 
relations,” he said. 

China has suspended high-level, semi- 
official talks wife Taiwan since last July to 
protest Mr. Lee’s visit to fee United States a 
year ago, a trip interpreted by Beijing as an 
attempt to promote Taiwan’s independence. 

The Chinese Communists, who drove the 


Nationalists off the mainland after a civil 
war in 1949, also staged six war games, 
including four missile tests, near Taiwan 
between July and March in an attempt to 
discourage what it perceived a growing 
independence trend on fee island. 

Chin a. which views Taiwan as a rebel 
province, has warned that any attempt by 
Taiwan to officially break from fee main- 
land would warrant a Chinese military 
attack. 

Mr. Lien, who was reappointed 
Wednesday as premier, was to declare fee 
cast of his new cabinet soon. 

He predicted that in fee 21st century, 
Taiwan and fee mainland (will) need each 
other,” adding that before fee two sides sign 
a peace agreement and resolve their politi- 
cal differences, Taipei would improve bilat- 
eral relations through commerce and eco- 
nomic measures. 

There are many common interests 
between fee two sides of fee Taiwan Strait” 
he said. 

Taipei and Beijing should not waste their 
efforts over sovereignty and other political 
issues and instead should be pursuing com- 
mon interests in areas such as trade, econo- 
my, science and technology. 

He cited fee examples of Taiwan permit- 
ting flight links wife China-invested Air 
Macau airlines and fee setting up of an off- 
shore trans-shipment centre at fee southern 
port oi Kaohsiung to allow direct shipping 
with fee mainland as a sign of goodwill. 

■Most important is, through fee legisla- 

whPiJaii 561 U F a special economic zone 
t* people, capitals, goods and labour 

move ® out of fee 
zone freely.” he said. 


Veggie bus driver 
gets in a beef over 
burgers 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Bus driver Bruce Anderson 
has a beef wife bis employ- 
ers he’s a vegetarian and 

refuses to hand out cou- 
pons for burgers to his pas- 
sengers. His principles got 
him suspended and the 
Orange County Transporta- 
tion Authority (OCTA) 
held a disciplinary hearing. 
“It may be an ethical prin- 
ciple to the driver but to us 
it’s a case of insubordina- 
tion,” said John Standiford, 
a spokesman for fee 
OCTA, which serves fee 
southern suburbs of Los 
Angeles. “It is a situation 
where if a driver does not 
choose to cany out a part 
of his job he will bear fee 
consequences of feat ac- 
tion,” the spokesman ad- 
ded. Mr. Anderson was 
asked to leave his bus by 
two supervisors after he 
refused to hand out fee 
coupons for free Carl's Jr. 
Famous Star Burgers as 
part of a promotional cam- 
paign between the OCTA 
and fee hamburger chain. 
In a statement issued 
through fee Orange County 
people for animals group, 
Mr. Anderson said: “I very 
much want to keep my job 
but my ethical principles 
prevent me from distribut- 
ing these hamburger cou- 
pons." 

5 decomposed 
bodies discovered 
at funeral home 

NEW YORK (R) — Police 
arrested a funeral home 
director after finding five 
badly decomposed bodies 
in fee basement. Police, 
who do not suspect foul 
play, believe three of the 
bodies have been there 
since January and two 
since April and May have 
been awaiting cremation. 
The gruesome discovery 
was made after fee tabloid 
television show Hard Copy 
received a videotape in fee 
mail and notified police. 
Police have charged Steven 
Maichi, 37. fee owner of 
fee Palaia Funeral Chapel 
in Coney Island, wife 
health code violations. 

Hong Hong chef 
takes knife to 
demanding lover 

HONG KONG (R) — A 
cook in Hong Kong was 
jailed for three years after 
he knifed his lover because 
her appetite for sex was too 
much for him, a newspaper 
said Friday. “Every night 
she asked me to make love 
to her three or four times 
and I couldn’t take it any 
longer,” fee 36-year-old fa- 
ther of two, Chan Moon- 
Sum told a court before 
Thursday’s sentencing, fee 
South China Morning Post 
reported. Mr. Chan met his 
lover Tsang YIm-Lam, who 
was also married, while 
working in a food market 
and they struck up a torrid 
love affair, fee court heard. 
Judge Bernard Whaley said 
Ms. Tsang was “clearly an 
assertive, very physical 
sort of woman” but he dis- 
believed Mr. Chan’s claim 
feat he reluctantly went 
along with her “unceasing 
demands.” Defence lawyer 
Andrew MacRae described 
Mr. Chan as “a man at the 
end of his tether.” 

Peru witch doctors 
ward off birth of 
anti-Christ 

LJMA, Peru (R) — Peru- 
vian witch doctors held a 
ritual at Lima’s mair^ ma- 
ternity hospital to ward off 
fee arrival of the anti- 
Christ Thursday’s much- 
feared “6-6-6” date. Eight 
cloaked sh amans from the 
Andes scattered petals 
around pregnant mothers, 
plunged knives into red 
devil dolls and danced 
around skulls, snails, 
goats' feet and snake-skins 
to the astonishment of staff 
and patients. ‘Their chants 
and their loud maracas 
sounds annoyed the preg- 
nant women a bit,” said 
nurse Sania Patrol. Thurs- 
day was fee sixth day of fee 
sixth month of fee ninety- 
sixth year, forming fee 
number 666, the dreaded 
sign of Satan in fee Bible. 
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Special forces members of the Interior Ministry troops unit sit on top of an APC (armoured personel carrier) as 
they patrol the city of Grozny Friday (Reuter photo) 


Baku proposes Karabakh autonomy 


STRASBOURG, France (R) — Azeri Fo- 
reign Minister Hasan Hasanov has said 
Azerbaijan was prepared ro grant autonomy 
to Nagorno-Karabakh if Armenian forces 
pulled out of the disputed territory. 

But he said Azerbaijan would not accept 
Armenia’s demands for the independence 
of the enclave. 

“We are ready to grant autonomy to 
Nagomo-Karabkah...on condition there is a 
complete and unconditional withdrawal of 
(Armenian) Armed Forces,” he told a news 
conference during a visit to Council of 
Europe. 

“Azerbaijan cannot grant (Nagorno-Ka- 
rabakh) independence. We hope that the 
international community will ask Armenia 
to moderate its demands.” 

He added there would have to be a 
restoration of Azeri territorial integrity and 
a return of refugees and “Armenia and 
Azerbaijan could examine together the 


rights of minorities.” 

An uneasy ceasefire has prevailed in 
Nagorno-Karabakh since May 1994 after 
ethnic Armenians drove Azeris from the 
region, which represents around 20 per cent 
of Azerbaijan's territory. 

Mr. Hasanov said Azerbaijan’s dispute 
with Armenia over Nagorno-Karabakh “is 
nor an obstacle but is an additional reason" 
for the 39-nation Council of Europe to 
accept Baku’s bid for membership. 

Experts from the Strasbourg-based coun- 
cil, which promotes democracy and human 
rights in Europe, will examine Baku's leg- 
islation, institutions and democracy later 
this year as part of normal procedure for 
admitting a new member. 

Council officials said Azerbaijan might 
obtain teraporaiy special guest status, as 
held by its neighbours Armenia and 
Georgia, from the end of this month. 



North Korean defectors Chung Kab-Ryol (left) and Chang Hae-Song greet reporters 
Friday in Seoul clutching flowers given to them by a former defector. Chung and 
Chang arrived in Seoul on May 31 (Reuter photo) 


N. Korean defector predicts 
collapse of government 


SEOUL (R) — A North Korean defector 
predicted Friday that the country's govern- 
ment would collapse because of acute eco- 
nomic problems and said life was steadily 
worsening. 

“It is certain the Kim Jong-B regime will 
collapse.” said Chang Hae-Song, a drama 
scriptwriter. “As to when it will collapse, I 
cannot say.” 

“Life becomes worse and worse and the 
national economy is in a state of total^ col- 
lapse. It has entered a state of shock, ’ Mr. 
Chang told a news conference in Seoul. 

Mr. Chang arrived in Seoul last week 
along with Chung Kab-Ryol, a scientist at 
Pyongyang’s Stare Research Institute. The 
two are the latest in a suing of defections 
from the Stalinist North. 

Last month a North Korean Air Force 
captain flew his ageing MiG- 19 across the 
border, fleeing a country hit by severe food 
and energy shortages. 

Mr. Chang. 50, said there was simmering 
discontent in North Korea but people were 
afraid to speak out. 

He said trains from China to North Korea 
were pocked with Koreans carrying sacks 

of grain. . . 

“Entrances to the trains are blocked with 
people sitting on sacks of rice and com and 
people shatter windows to get in, he said. 
“Even toilets are occupied by five to six 
people, some eating, some crying and oth- 
ers embarassed by their bodily functions. 

Mr. Chung, a scientist who sat next to Mr. 
Chang at the news conference, buret into 
tears as he spoke of the daughter, wife and 

mother he left behind. 

*Tm sorry I’m leaving.' Mr. Chung 
sobbed. 

He said he defected by slipping away 


from a North Korean delegation attending 
an international invention and technology 
exhibition in Geneva last month. 

Mr. Chung explained he could no longer 
tolerate discrimination against people, such 
as hims elf, who were not bom in North 
Korea. He was also unhappy with a govern- 
ment instruction that scientists should con- 
centrate mainly on projects that earned for- 
eign exchange. 

“Even if you develop an item, commer- 
cial production is frequently blocked by the 
lack of materials and production facilities, 
Mr. Chung said. 

He said top scientists had to bribe factory 
officials with cigarettes and liquor to secure 
materials and equipment needed for their 
research. 

Mr. Chung, 45, whose family migrated to 
North Korea from Japan in 1959, said his 
father had been under constant surveillance 
while working as a watchman until his 
death last year. Mr. Chung said he himself 
could not become a university lecturer 
because he was bom in Japan. 

On Thursday, the United Nations 
launched a $43.6 milli on international 
appeal for emergency food aid for North 
Korea. 

Part of the money will be used to restore 
farmland damaged after torrential rains 
swept away entire villages last summer and 
aggravated food shortages. 

“Given the urgency of responding to the 
humanitarian needs of the victims of this 
disaster, I would like to call upon the inter- 
national community to give this appeal 
immediate attention and generous support 
on as wide a geographical basis as possi- 
ble,” U.N. Undersecretary-General Yasushi 
Akashi said in announcing the appeal. 


4 people 
leave 
Montana 
Freemen 
ranch 

JORDAN. Montana (R) — 
A family of four Thursday 
voluntarily left a ranch 
where an anti-government 
group known as the 
Freemen has been holed 
up, s ignalling a key break 
in the 10-week standoff. 

The departure followed 
steps in the past week by 
federal authorities to tight- 
en die noose around the 
group which has refused to 
leave the remote ranch for 
74 days. The FBI has shut 
off electricity to the ranch,! 
moved armoured vehicles 
into the vicinity and flown 
a helicopter over the area. 

In Washington, Justice 
Department spokesman 
Carl Stem identified the 
four who left the com- 
pound as El win Ward 
Tamara Man gum, who also 
goes by die name of Gloria 
Ward and her two daugh- 
ters. Jaylynn Joy Man gum. 
8 and Commie Joy Chris- 
tensen, 10. 

Mr. Stem said Gloria 
Ward had been wanted for 
a child custody violation in 
Utah, but it had been dis- 
missed by a judge. 

There are no federal 
charges pending against 
either adulL 

The four were driven by 
convoy to FBI headquar- 
ters at the county fair- 
grounds, followed by more 
than a dozen media vehi- 
cles. Gloria Ward was seen 
on the FBI grounds walk- 
ing with her two daughters. 

Mr. Stern said the family 
was released in response to 
pleas from Gloria Ward's 
sister, who had visited the 
Montana ranch. 

Mr. Stem said the two 
children were expected to 
spend the night with offi- 
cials in the State Depart- 
ment of Health and Human 
Services. 

Earlier in the day an un- 
identified woman was dri- 
ven to the Freemen com- 
pound by FBI agents, and 
Wednesday one of the 
Freemen met with the FBL 
There has been concern 
about the two youngsters 
on the ranch, and media- 
tors visiting the compound 
had focused their efforts on 
getting the children out. 
There is one other child 
believed to still be in the 
Freemen compound, and 
16 adults. 

The standoff began on 
March 25 when FBI agents 
arrested two Freemen lead- 
ers who are charged with 
taking part in a $1.8 mil- 
lion check fraud scheme, 
threatening government of- 
ficials and stealing equip- 
ment at gunpoint from a 
television news crew. Se- 
veral of the Freemen who 
refuse to leave the ranch 
face similar charges. 

The Freemen reject gov- 
ernment authority and bold 
white supremacist “Chris- 
tian Identity*’ religious 
beliefs. 


Chechenya’s negotiators play 
hardball ahead of Russian polls 


NAZRAN, Russia (AFP) — Chechen rebel negotiators are 
playing hardball with their Russian counterparts, hoping to 
extract the biggest concessions possible from them ahead of 
the presidential elections. 

Although Russian military forces have made huge gains 
this year, the Chechens have a key card in that the Kremlin 
is desperate to maintain the week-long ceasefire at least up 
to President Boris Yeltsin’s reelection bid on June 16. 

Late Thursday, almost 20 hours of talks spread over three 
days ended without agreement in Nazran, Ingushetia, with 
both sides refusing to give way. 

Earlier, the two sides had agreed in principle to exchange 
lists of prisoners by next Monday with a full prisoner swap 
soon after. But on Thursday, (he Chechens, who declared 
independence in 1991 and have been fighting the Russian 
army for 18 months, backed off and refused to sign. 

If the talks resume as scheduled Sunday, the Chechens, 
who want to broaden the agenda to a Russian troop with- 
drawal and a way to decide the political status of 
Chechenya, can be expected to keep up the pressure. 

“We will know from the start of negotiations Sunday 
whether we are going to have peace or war,” separatist 
spokesman Movladi Udugov said. 

The negotiations were agreed to in an unprecedented 
meeting at the Kremlin between Mr. Yeltsin and Chechen 
separatist President Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev on May 27. It 
was thejirst time since he ordered the war that Mr. Yeltsin 
had agreed to negotiate in person. 

That meeting produced a ceasefire which went into effect 
June 1 and has been largely respected. 

Although nothing has been achieved in the first round, the 
fact the talks are taking place at all has been seen as hope- 
ful. 

“As long as the process continues, there is reason to 
hope.” said Tim Guldimann. head of the Organisation for 
Security' and Cooperation in Europe mission which helped 
mediare the talks. 

Bui the negotiations have a long way to go before they 
achieve anything more long-term than a ceasefire which 
gives the rebels a respite and helps get Mr. Yeltsin reelect- 
ed. 

Similar talks in the summer of 1995 broke down after an 
initial success and ceasefire when unknown assailants 
attacked the commander of Russian forces in Chechenya, 
leaving him in a coma to this day. 

The first flashpoint that could ruin the talks this time is 
the holding of Russian presidential elections on Chechen 
territory, in effect underlining Moscow’s insistence that the 
tiny Muslim republic remains part of the Russian 
Federation. 

The separatist negotiators say they would accept ethnic 



Natalya, a Russian servicewoman poses with her small 
son for a snapshot at Grozny aiport as she stands in 
front of a Yeltsin pre-election poster ( Reuter photo) 


Russians and soldiers in Chechenya voting, but not 
Chechens. 

Meanwhile, there is no sign Moscow will give way on the 
holding of presidential elections. 

Beyond the elections, the two sides have to agree on the 
technically difficult matter of troop withdrawals and rebel 
disarmament. 

Only then would the way be clear to a political settlement, 
the hardest issue of all. since Mr. Yeltsin has always ruled 
out independence for Chechenya. 

The rebels, who insist their 1991 independence declara- 
tion still stands and that they have been invaded by a for- 
eign country, have agreed to leave the matter aside tem- 
porarily and to reach a decision through a referendum. 


Sri Lanka rebels kill 1 1 in aborted attack on town 


COLOMBO (R) — Separatist Tamil 
guerrillas ambushed a police patrol in 
northeastern Sri Lanka Friday, killing 
at least 11 people, defence sources 
said. 

A large group of Lib eration Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) ambushed the 
foot patrol near the town of Welikanda 
in northeastern Polonnaruwa district, 
the sources said. 

“We believe the terrorists were plan- 
ning to attack Welikanda but were 
side-tracked when they came upon the 
foot patrol about five kilometres (three 
miles) outside the town,” one source 
told Reuters. 

Welikanda. about 200 kilometres 
northeast of Colo mbo, borders the 
homeland that the LTTE is fighting for 
in Sri Lanka's north and east The 
town is a bustling transit point for pas- 
sengers and goods. 

The sources said the fighting came 
close to the town, with a rebel mortar 
bomb narrowly missing a petrol sta- 
tion. 

At least 10 policemen and civilian 
home-guards died in the attack, and one 
civilian was killed in the crossfire, 
they said. Civilians in the area said 
they saw the rebels carry their wound- 
ed away on stretchers. 

Homeguards are armed civilians 
who help police protect villages that 


have come under rebel attack. 

No LTTE spokesmen could be 
reached for comment. 

The army drove the Tigers from their 
long-time stronghold on the northern 
Jaffna peninsual earlier this year, and 
the rebels have since stepped up their 
attacks oh military targets in the east. 

On Thursday, they attacked a patrol 
at Meesalai in the peninsula's 
Tenmaradchi Division, killing seven 
soldiers and wounding two, the 
Defence Ministry said Friday. Two 
rebels were killed when troops fought 
back, a ministry statement said. 

President Chandrika Kuraaratunga 
said last year that more than 50.000 
people had been killed in the civil war. 
which began in 1983. 

Meanwhile India Friday rejected an 
appeal for help from Sri lankan Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas, saying it would only 
extend help to “the legitimate govern- 
ment” in Colombo. 

External Affairs Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral told reporters here that 
India's new United Front coalition 
government “is committed to non- 
interference in the internal affairs of 
all neighbours." 

Mr. Gujral made the comments when 
asked to comment on the reported plea 
for Indian help from th e Li beration 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LITE). which 


has been waging a bloody separatist 
campaign in Sri Lanka's northeast. 

“We will give all help and support to 
the legitimate government of that 
country (Sri Lanka)." he said, adding 
that his government's efforts would be 
to build on India's friendly relations 
with C olomb o. 

The LTTE, which recently lost con- 
trol of Sri Lanka’s northern tip to gov- 
ernment troops, has been publicly 
seeking support from New' Delhi, say- 
ing the island’s Tamils were India's 
sincere friends. 

Tiger guerrillas were armed and 
trained by India from 1983 until 1987. 
when the rebels repudiated an Indo- 
Lanka peace pact aimed at ending the 
separatist struggle for a Tamil home- 
land. 

Indian troops sent to Sri Lanka to 
supervise the peace deal ended up 
fighting the LTTE until they withdrew 
in 1990 after some 1.140 troopers 
were killed. 

Mr. Gujral was the foreign minister 
in India when the last of the troops 
returned home in March 1990 after 
failing to crush the powerful LTTE. 
India and Sri Lanka are divided by a 
narrow scrip of sea. 

The LTTE has also been blamed for 
the 1991 assassination of former 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 


S.Korean opposition paralyses National Assembly 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean opposi- 
tion lawmakers linked arms in the 
National Assembly Friday to block 
physically a vote for speaker and stop 
the new parliament from getting down 
to business. 

Members of the National Congress 
for New Politics cordoned off the 
speaker's podium in a dispute over the 
ruling New Korea Party's poaching of 
deputies. 

About a dozen colleagues stormed 
the office of the secretary-general of 
parliament, Lee Jong-Ryool, accord- 
ing to a parliamentary official. 

The opposition demands that the 
New Korea Party expel members who 
have been lured from among indepen- 
dents and a splinter group and given it 
back the overall majority it lost in 
April general elections. 


The National Congress, led by veter- 
an dissident Kim Dae- Jung, and the 
United Liberal Democrats have 
teamed up to paralyse the new assem- 
bly. 

Without an elected speaker the Na- 
tional Assembly cannot get under way. 

Amid angry scenes at the opening 
session Wednesday, the acting speak- 
er, a member of the opposition, 
declared parliament adjourned until 
June 12 to allow the opposition and 
ruling camps to work out their differ- 
ences. 

But the New Korea Party called for a 
special session Friday to force a vote 
after nominating a new acting speaker. 

The secretary-general of parliament 
is an official appointed after all-party 
consultations. 

Secretary-General Lee was prevent- 


ed from entering the chamber Friday 
by the group of lawmakers who occu- 
pied his office. 

The New Korea Party, led by 
President Kim Young-Sam, won 139 
seals in the unicameral 2 99- seat 
assembly in April, but now has 151 
seats. 

The opposition maintains that nine 
independents and three members of 
the splinter group, the Democratic 
Party, were bullied into joining the rul- 
ing camp. 

It is also calling for a review of elec- 
tion laws, alleging that April's vote 
was riddled with irregularities. 

“We will try again to open the new 
National Assembly by ourselves 
tomorrow.” said a ruling party official, 
adding: “We don't plan to open the 
session by getting physical." 


‘Global warming is melting Arctic permafrost’ 


changes were confirmed” building maintenance 

costs, said Pietro De 


OTTAWA (AFP) — 
Global warming is mel- 
ting the Arctic per- 
mafrost, the perma- 
nently frozen soil of 
Canada’s far north, 
according to a new sci- 
entific study. 

The six-year research 
project conducted in 
the Mackenzie River 
basin, which covers 1.8 
million square kilome- 
tres in western Canada 
(Northwestern Terri- 
tories, Yukon, British 
Columbia, prairies), 
revealed that the per- 


mafrost has been re- 
treating a northward 
and thinning. 

“The permafrost has 
shrunk back about 100 
kilometres in a century 
and decreased in 
depth/’ said Larry 
Dyke, a geologist who 
participated in the 
study, lie said “climatic 
warming was responsi- 
ble for it/’ 

Jim Bruce, chair of 
Canada’s Climate Re- 
search Commission, said, 
**a lot of theories ad- 
vanced about climatic 


by the study, the most 
exhaustive undertaken on 
the Canadian environ- 
ment. 

The melting of the per- 
mafrost raises serious 
concerns about the future 
stability of pipelines, 
buildings and industrial 
Infrastructures in tbe 
region, specially built for 
the frozen soil, the study 
noted. 

Ground instability 
could aggravate erosion 
and soil runoff in the 
melting ice, and increase 


Bastiani. a transportation 
ministry expert in the 
northwest territories. 

“Any change in the per- 
mafrost consistency could 
affect the stability of the 
Norman Wells Pipeline,” 
which transports oil from 
the Northwest Territories 
to Alberta province, he 
said. 

Water levels throughout 
the Mackenzie Basin have 
dropped, the study also 
found. 
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Moving towards better ties 


JAPAN WEEK in Jordan will be launched 
today on an upbeat note as it will ride high on 
i the strength and promise of the Jordan Week 
that was held successfully in Japan just over a 
year ago. The success of last year’s event had 
found expression in His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan's description of it as signalling 
the birth of a “new partnership,’' between the 
two countries. The fact that Crown Prince, 
Princess Sarvath and TTieir daughter Princess 
Rahma went all the way to Japan to attend the 
week's rich and varied activities meant that this 
country was not only interested in strengthen- 
ing our cultural relations with the Japanese 
people but also keen to develop our political 
and economic bilateral ties. 

The fact that Jordan is hosting the natural fol- 
low-up event is a testimony to the continually 
developing relations and contacts between our 
two peoples and countries, as the Tokyo Decla- 
ration indeed has called for. And likewise on the 
Japanese side, the interest on the part of the 
Royal family and Government has to be appre- 
ciated. For there is no greater evidence of the 
close tie than the presence in Jordan of Their 
Imperial Highnesses Prince and Princess Taka- 
mado, who nave come all the way to give the 
occasion added meaning and symbolism. In this 
context, we are pleased to note that the next 
seven days will be marked not just by festivities 
and celebrations, but also by serious delibera- 
tions and reflection on how to widen the scope 
of our friendship and partnership. 

There is probably no need to over-emphasise 
the importance of the host of issues that the 
week will address such as the symposiums on 
the “Japanese-Jordanian Relations IIv’ ‘‘The 
New Middle East and the Roles of Jordan and 
Japan,*' and “Japan Towards the 21st Century 
and a Possible Model for Jordan and the 
Region.” For if Jordan is “the gateway to the 
Middle East” as Tokyo has depicted our coun- 
try to be when we had our week in Tokyo in 
1995, then Japan is the gateway to not only the 
Far East but to a new world order in which 
Japan could and should play a crucial role. 

We cannot agree more with the proposal that 
Japan as an economic superpower and the 
inheritor of a great civilisation is willing and 
ready to perform its natural political role in 
today’s world. 

And indeed, as Tokyo’s friendship with and 
support for a small and moderate country like 
ours have shown over the past years, Japan can 
serve as a leader in the construction of new 
international relations based on trust, balance 
and positive exchange. 

It is true that much more work remains to be 
done before we are fully satisfied with progress 
made in our bilateral and regional relations. 
But we are confident that the holding of the 
Japan Week in Jordan will take us closer and 
faster towards that goal. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE MINI Arab summit meeting in Aqaba and its out- 
come served as a clear message to Israel that the Arab 
camp is committed and ready for a just and durable 
peace, regardless of the nature of government in Tel 
Aviv, said Mahmoud Rimawi. a writer for A1 Ra'i daily. 
The three leaders at the Aqaba meeting reaffirmed that 
they respect the decision of the Israeli electorate which 
chose Benyamin Netanyahu as leader of government for 
the next tour years, but they also made it dear that they 
strongly adhere to the agreements concluded between 
the Arab side and Israel under Shimon Peres, said the 
writer. Referring to the other Arab mini-summit in 
Riyadh, due Friday evening, the writer said that the 
coming meeting should be considered as complemen- 
tary to the Aqaba parley although it does not seem pos- 
sible yet to bring all the Arab leaders together at one 
summit. The two meetings constitute a positive step in 
the right direction and could pave the ground for yet a 
larger meeting grouping most of the Arab leaders, espe- 
cially those whose countries are directly involved in the 
peace process, added the writer. No matter how big or 
small the summits are, the most important thing, said 
the writer, is to emphasise the Arab Nation’s determina- 
tion to pursue the course of peace and reaffirm the Arab 
leaders' resolve to overcome all obstacles in the path of 
the aspired comprehensive and lasting settlement. 

A WRITER for A1 Dustour praised a move taken by the 
minister of municipal and rural affairs. Dr. Abdul Raz- 
zak Tubeishat. who, he said, suspended four mayors 
from their posts and referred them to court on corrup- 
tion charges. Bassam Haddaddin. who is also member 
of the Lower House of Parliament, said that this was a 
brave and responsible action which should be copied by 
ail ministers to punish those who abuse their authority. 
The minister did not succumb to pressure or influence 
from any source and carried out his decision to the end. 
thus winning the government real credibility, said the 
writer. Contrary to what happened in the past, when cor- 
rupt people were allowed to stay on in their jobs, with 
detrimental consequences to the state’s credibility, the 
minister Look this painful decision in order to put an end 
to any attempts on the part of other heads of local coun- 
cils to abuse their power or distort the image of the 
country, said the writer. 
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Jor danian Perspective 

Netanyahu’s gambit anxiously awaited by the Arabs 

. . ■ in Tcra«-1 


THE SERIES of intensified inter-Arab contacts over the 
weekend, aimed at arriving at a unified position to handle 
peace negotiations with Israel, was coupled with a toning 
down of rhetoric by Israeli Prime Minis ter-elect Benyamin 
Netanyahu. Perhaps this is a good starting point 

On the one hand, the Arabs are getting together after 
being jolted into the realisation that the new realities cre- 
ated by the results of the Israeli general elections might 
pose ndt only major obstacles in the way of a just and 
comprehensive settlement to the Mideast conflict. On the 
other hand. Mr. Netanyahu is sending signals that he is a 
mature politician who understands the basic requirements 
of peace in the region. 

We should not attach too much importance to what 
Netanyahu aides have been saying, including their asser- 
tions that there would never be a Palestinian stale and that 
a half-cooked “peace accord" with Syria could be negoti- 
ated away from the basic demands of full nor m a lisati on of 
relations etc. 

We have to remember that Mr. Netanyahu is no stranger 
to Middle Eastern politics, he has not flown into Israel just 
in time for the elections and that one of his top priorities is 
to survive as prime minister of the state of Israel. 

While it does not entail that his survival as prime minis- 
ter would be threatened if he does not accept to respect the 
legitimate rights of the Palestinians, Syrians and 
Lebanese, the catch is that a good majority of Israelis does 
want peace and be could not simply continue to insist on 


non-starter preconditions for agreements with the Arabs if 
he were to realise the objective which, is a total end to the 
Mideastem conflict. 

By the same token, the economic rewards — in terms of 
foreign investments — that Israel has been reaping over 
the last two years, after signing the autonomy accord with 
the Palestinians and the peace treaty with Jordan, are also 
very important for Mr. Netanyahu’s economic approach. 

The U.S., which has invested heavily in the Middle East 
peace process since it was launched in Madrid in 1991. 
will not simply remain idle if it found Mr. Netanyahu’s 
policies to be reversing the progress made for peace so far. 
Given the inevitable economic setbacks in terms of for- 
eign capital flow and the possible card of the annual S3 
billion aid that the U.S. could use as a leverage fas 
favoured by a majority of Americans) as well as European 
and international pressure. Ml Netanyahu simply could 
not sit back and argue against malting the compromises 
necessary for peace. 

As such, it is not an open-and-shut case that the Arabs 
could not reach a comprehensive solution to the conflict 
with Israel as long as Mr. Netanyahu remains in power, 
with hawks like Ariel Sharon and Rafael Eitan and “ultra- 
orthodox" religious fanatics in his coalition cabinet 

It is no accident that we have been hearing talk of a 
“national unity" coalition in Israel. A partnership accord 
with the Labour Party would allow Likud leader 
Netanyahu the luxury of not having to be bound by the 


dictates of the extreme right-wmgin Israd. 

The question itot to the 

Sma fnTts of the Palestinian people (as was evident 
7 decision to drop objections to an mdepen- 
ctent Palestinian state from its manifesto only a few weeks 

mL^e. the — that His 
than their foil and complete legitimate nghts asp^of a 

comprehensive solution to the co^cl Uplite 

the Likud “preconditions" — noPaIes^anstaie,m) 
return of refugees, no “division’ of Jettisale^ no ehmma- 
tion of Jewish settlements and no return of the 
Syria — the Arab demands are not the opening gambit. 
They are indeed the spinal cord of peace m the region, and 
Mr Netanyahu, being the pragmatic politician with an eye 
on political survival he is, should bethefirst torrakre and 
appreciate that the time has come for the Israeli right to 

accept realities. . , , .. A ^. 

In this vein, we in Jordan and elsewhere in the Arab 
World are anxiously awaiting Mr. Netanyahu to show his 
cards by the make-up of his coalition government and his 
policy programme that would be presented to the Knesset 


The decline of ‘ Asian values ’ 


By G Wynne Dyer 

“WESTERN SOCIETIES 
are riddled with single-par- 
ent families , which foster 
incest, with homosexuality, 
with cohabitation, with 
unrestrained avarice, with 
disrespect for others and, of 
course, with rejection of 
religious teachings and val- 
ues. The people living in 
such milieux... are as 
uprooted and directionless 
as flotsam adrift in the 
ocean.” 

— Dr. Mahathir Moham- 
mad. 1995 

These stern words of wis- 
dom from the Malaysian 
prime minister must come 
as balm to the troubled soul 
of his neighbour and politi- 
cal model. Singapore’s 
retired prime minister Lee 
Kun Yew (who still wields 
enormous influence over 
the Singapore government). 
For Mr. Lee’s lifelong cam- 
paign to protect Asia from 
the ‘Western’ evils of deca- 
dence. disorder and democ- 
racy has fallen on hard 
times recently. People just 
aren't listening. 

Mahathir Mohammad’s 
contribution to the cultural 
wars was made in collabo- 
ration with right-wing 


Japanese nationalist Shin- 
taro Ishihara, in a book first 
published in Japan as “An 
Asia that Can Say No". 
Recently published in Eng- 
lish as “The Voice of Asia", 
it shows can happen when 
people whose cultural and 
historical horizons barely 
extend past the mouth of 
their cave try to write polit- 
ical philosophy. 

Ishihara’s triumpbalist 
rhetoric is borrowed from 
the tune when Imperial 
Japan was busy conquering 
its “Greater East Asian Co- 
Prosperity Sphere”. 

“Oswald Spangler’s 

‘Decline of the West’ 
prophesied what is now 
unfolding before our eyes," 
says the Japanese sage. “In 
the new era. East Asia, once 
so wantonly colonised and 
plundered, trill sustain 
global prosperity." 

He must be talking about 
China and South Korea, 
since the stagnant Japanese 
economy is hardly a con- 
vincing candidate for the 
motor of global economic 
growth. But Ishihara can 
actually be quite funny 
when he leaves economics 
and ventures into culture, 
for he easily slips into the 
unself-conscious racial 
arrogance of the high-staous 


Japanese male. 

One of Ishihara’s exam- 
ples of superior “Asian val- 
ues”, for instance, is the 
behaviour of the hordes of 
Japanese sex-tourists who 
flock, to Manila and 
Bangkok. Unlike the kinky 
and corrupt westerners, he 
points out, “at least they 
were after normal sex." 

Mahathir Mohammad, 
whose brand of "Asian val- 
ues” comes in a less per- 
missive Muslim version, 
does not comment on his 
co-author’s typically unbut- 
toned Japanese attitude 
towards sex. But petty 
divergences do not matter 
both men agree that the 
core Asian values are disci- 
pline, deference and obedi- 
ence. As the family must 
obey the father, so must the 
• citizens obey the wise 
rulers of the state. 

This has been Lee Kwan 
Yew’s refrain for three 
decades, and he never tires 
of citing Singapore’s rapid 
economic growth under 
what amounts to one-party 
rule as proof that authoritar- 
ianism works best. 
“Democracy has not led to 
development,” be said in 
Tokyo a few years back, 
“because (democratic) gov- 
ernments did not establish 


the stability and discipline 
necessary for develop- 
ment ’’ 

Mahathir's Malaysia, of 
course, is just as much a 
one-party sate as Singa- 
pore, though much less 
repressive in terms of petty 
rules about smoking and 
chewing gum in the streets. 
Ishihar a longs for a more 
authoritarian Japan, and is 
appalled that the mounting 
evidence that single-party 
rule is effectively at an end 
there. 

It is hardly surprising that 
such men would try to ele- 
vate their taste for unbri- 
dled power into a universal 
political dogma based on 
appeals to morality and eth- 
nic pride. Nor is it surpris- 
ing- that, .Qmununist. tyran- 
nies like China and -Viet- 
nam welcome this outside 
support (The president of 
the former Soviet republic 
of Kazakhstan, an unre- 
formed ex-Communist 
apparatchik, even invited 
Lee Kwan Yew to come and 
be prime minister there. But 
in most of Asia, “Asian val- 
ues" are becoming a joke in 
poor taste. 

It is all just a little too 
obviously the self-justifica- 
tion of autocratic old men. 
And it is all very uncool — 


like the current prime min- 
ister of Singapore, Goh 
Chok Tong, announcing 
last month that the hall- 
marks of a truly gracious 
society were good toilet 
training and an appreciation 
of that well-known Asian, 
Mozart 

The servile Singapore 
media promptly praised the 
cleanliness of the city- 
state's public toilets and 
held up sterling examples 
of citizens who loved (and 
even played) classical 
music, but younger Singa- 
poreans are growing cyni- 
cal about such fare. Indeed, 
the ruling People’s Action 
Party may even lose a few 
seats in the elections that 
will probably be held later 
Jhis^year. 

•The biggest flaw in the 
“Asian values" argument 
however, is the fact that 
genuinely democratic Asian 
countries like South Korea 
and Thailand are doing just 
as well economically as the 
one-party states. And the 
ranks of Asian democracies 
are growing: Taiwan is the 
latest addition. 

When Mr. Lee told an 
audience in die Philippines 
that their country needed 
“discipline more than 
democracy” President Fidel 


Ramos replied: “Our hard- 
earned political achieve- 
ments are in every way part 
and parcel of the national 
promise today. Because 
without them — without 
democracy — we cannot 
truly have development." 

There is in fact nothing 
particularly Asian about 
“Asian values”: they are 
simply the values of pre- 
modem societies anywhere, 
including the West. Lee 
Kuan Yew would have 
quite liked the West about 
250 years ago, when 
allegedly wise rulers held 
absolute power, everybody 
respect their betters, the 
lash and the noose were in 
daily use, and women, , chil- 
dren and other interior 
beings stayed in their 
places. 

It is modernisation that 
changed all that in the West, 
and it is changing it in Asia 
in exactly the same way. 
And the more successful 
autocratic leaders tike Lee 
and Mahathir are in raising 
incomes and educational 
standards, the faster it will 
happen. No wonder they 
are so cross most of the 
time. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Real peace in the region hinges on 
Israel’s keeping its end of the bargain 


REVIEWED BY ELIA 
NASRALLAH 

THE LOCAL Arabic 
dailies last week gave 
prominence to the mini 
summit held in Aqaba to 
discuss the peace process 
in the wake of the Israeli 
general elections, repercus- 
sions of the results of these 
elections, pan- Arab affairs 
and domestic issues. 

Sultan AJ Hattab, a writer 
for A1 Ra’i. said thar the 
Aqaba summit meeting 
between the leaders of Jor- 
dan. Egypt and Palestine 
created a nucleus for a pan- 
Arab summit which is nec- 
essary to chart plans for 
protecting common Arab 
interests. 

What the Arabs need is 
determination and good 
will, as well as a clear def- 
inition of the kind of peace 
they want to have with the 
Jewish state, said the 
writer. 

The Arab leaders should 
be clear about their support 
for the creation of an inde- 
pendent Palestine state, a 
legitimate demand which 
has been advocated by 
non-Arab and European 
countries, demanded the 
writer. He said the Arab 
countries' demand for 
peace would be futile if 
Israel reneges on its com- 
mitments and refused to 
exchange land for the 
aspired peace. 


In the view of Taber Adwan, 
a writer for AJ Dustour, the 
Damascus meeting grouping 
the leaders of Egypt. Syria 
and Saudi Arabia is another 
link in the chain of Arab meet- 
ings that would pave the 
ground for an overall Arab 
summit meeting which is nec- 
essary not only to discuss 
Arab plans vis- k- vis the suc- 
cess of the Likud leader in 
assuming power in Israel but 
also to ways to pursue efforts 
to attain a lasting peace in the 
Middle East. 

The emergence of the Likud 
and its leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu at the helm in 
Israel constitutes a real danger 
to the Arab Nation in general 
and the Palestinians in partic- 
ular because of their ideas and 
their ideologies in dealing 
with the Arabs, said the writer. 

In light of Mr. Netanyahu’s 
statements of refusing to with- 
draw from the Golan and 
implementing the deal with 
the Palestinians, the Arab 
Nation faces a real danger, he 
said. 

The Likud’s policies he 
added are totally in contra- 
vention of the international 
norms and rules and constitute 
a serious threat to peace. 

The Aqaba mini summit is 
not enough and the Arab lead- 
ers should start preparations 
for a pan-Arab summit to pro- 
tect their national interests in 
light of the recent develop- 
ments in Israel, said Ahmad 
Misled a writer for A1 Ra’i. 


He said that to pave the 
ground for such a summit, real 
efforts are needed to ensure 
reconciliation and end of dif- 
ferences on side issues so that 
all efforts can be focused on 
the common issues facing the 
nation. 

There is an urgent need for 
the countries closest to Israel, 
including the Palestinians, to 
come together and start think- 
ing out ways for dealing with 
the declared policies of the 
Likud Party which came out 
victorious in the Israeli elec- 
tions, demanded the writer, 
adding that the Arab countries 
are in need of peace and the 
restoration of their legitimate 
rights - a common goal for 
them and for the region as a 
whole. 

Discussing the downfall of 
Shimon Peres, a writer for AI 
Ra'i said that the outgoing 
premier and Labour Party 
leader was brought down by 
two reasons. He said that the 
suicide bombing attacks that 
resulted in the death of 59 
Israelis led to a shrinking in 
his popularity, which had 
soared earlier after the assassi- 
nation if Yitzhak Rabin. Mr. 
Peres's failed campaign on 
Lebanon, which resulted in 
the death of civilians but did 
very little to thwart Hizbol- 
lah's resistance campaigns, 
also helped reduce his chances 
for success in the elections, 
said Fahd al Fanek. 

Furthermore, Mr. Peres’ 
Undedsiveness over the ques- 


tion of withdrawing Israeli 
forces from Hebron and the 
Syrian heights, as well as the 
redeployment of Israeli 
troops, has given the Israeli 
society the impression that the 
peace process would not be in 
the interest of the Jewish state. 

In addition to all that, said 
the writer, Mr. Peres tried to 
advocate the same policies 
adopted by the Likud, thus 
giving the impression that the 
Likud leaders must be right in 
their ideologies with regard to 
dealing with the Arab coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s assump- 
tion of power in Israel consti- 
tutes a major threat to the 
peace process, in the view of 
Mohammad Kawash, a writer 
for Al Dustour. 

He said die new leader of 
Israel did not conceal his 
plans to perpetuate Israel’s 
occupation of Palestinian 
lands and the Syrian Golan 
Heights despite his statements 
that he would remain commit- 
ted to the peace process. 

However, the Arabs must 
wait and see whether Mr. 
Netanyahu’s statements dur- 
ing the elections campaign 
would be put into force now 
that he is prime minister or 
because he is now in a respon- 
sible position open to external 
and internal pressures. 

The writer said that the situ- 
ation calls for a wise attitude 
on the part of the Arab World 
and concerted efforts on the 
part of the international com- 


munity to force Israel to abide 
by its peace commitments. 

A writer for AJ Ra’i warned 
that further extremism in 
Israel with regard to peace 
with the Arabs would natural- 
ly draw further extremism on 
the part of the Arab countries. 
Sultan Al Hattab said that the 
Arab countries surrounding 
Israel, inducting the Palestini- 
ans. have been stifling the 
voice of the extremist Islamic 
groups who had moved to 
abort peace with Israel, but 
wondered how these same 
Arab countries would react 
now if Israel unleashes its 
own extremist groups and ter- 
rorists to damage all chances 
for peace. 

The writer said that the 
peace camp in Israel and the 
Arab World is facing a real 
threat because the extremists 
in Israel are having their way 
and they would be really 
embarrassed if the new Israeli 
government turned out to be 
against a just and lasting 
peace. 

A writer for Al Ra’i daily 
criticised the Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (TCC) for 
the method of dealing with 
subscribers who have failed to 
settle their bills. 

Zuleikha Abu Risheh said 
that the TCC resorts to cutting 
off the telephone service, 
forces the subscribers to pay 
their bills either at the TCC 
centres or the main branch of 
the Housing Bank and cuts off 
the telephone service not at 


the end of the month when 
people receive they salaries 
but rather in the middle of the 
month, thus malting it very 
difficult for subscribers to pay 
and benefit from this essential 
service. 

The TCC is also criticised 
for failing to respond to 
repeated calls by the public 
whose telephones go out of 
order but does not hesitate to 
cut off the service once the 
subscribers fail to pay their 
bills, added the writer. She 
said that he TCC does not care 
about the interests of the pub- 
lic whose members are forced 
to waste a whole day queueing 
to settle their bills. 

Mohammad Sqour, a writer 
for Al Dustour, dismisse d the 
summer holidays and said that 
by the middle of June schools 
end but students are left with- 
out any means of filling their 
time with useful work for 
nearly two months. Parents, as 
well as students, normally 
wonder how foe long summer 
vacation can be utilised apart 
from reading or watching tele- 
vision and the society, each 
year, helplessly watches great 
numbers of children play in 
foe streets and be exposed to 
danger, said foe writer. 

He said foe parents and foe 
society have a serious respon- 
sibility in helping foe children 
to choose very useful activi- 
ties to fill their time in foe 
summer, like sports, commu- ; 
nity service and the like. 
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education is requested to benefit from Islam’s teachings 
spread and foster the ideas of international 
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Following are excerpts 
from the address delivered 
by Prof. Dr. Abdul Rahman 
Adas at the Muslim-Christ- 
ian consultation on "The 
educational system in Islam 
and Christianity,” organ- 
ised by the Royal Academy 
for Islamic Civilisation 

Research, Al ai Bayt in 
cooperation with die Ortho- 
dox Centre in Chambesy, 
Switzerland, held in 
Amman between June 3-5, 
1996 : 
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IT IS common knowledge 
that we live in a rapidly 
changing and developing 
world. Since his first 
appearance on earth, man 
has been witnessing inces- 
sant waves of change and 
development that affect his 
life pattern and create 
ground him new situations 
that leave their impact on 
Us behaviour and work for 
the betterment of his condi- 
tions and for elevating him 
to better living standards. 

Needless to say that in the 
face of such successive 
waves of evolution, man 
has never tried to stay idle 
or indifferent as if what was 
happening was of no con- 
cern to Hirn hi fact, he has 
relentlessly interacted with 
and benefited from such 
change in developing his 
life system and creating 
new horizons around him, 
which be probed through 
bis thinking, and tried to 
know more life aspects 
around him, discovering the 
hew, modifying the old and 
emerging with new rela- 
tions linking him with his 
fellow men as well as with 
his surroundings. 

Thus man landed and 
walked on the moon, and at 
present be is trying to. dis- 
cover life bn a * number of 
other ’ distant planets ' tb 
7 kn8w Bteir'feHhtyandpiit 
his knowledge about diem 
to the service of the people 
of-our own planet 

Nearly 25,000 years ago, 
the agricultural revolution 
took place which was des- 
tined to transform man 
from nomad, where he 
relied for his livelihood on 
hunting and shepherdhood, 
to a stable life staying close 
by fob land which he 
fanned and utilised, to 
secure Ms daily bread in a 
more regular and self- 
reliant manner 

In other words, tire agri- 
cultural revolution has cre- 
ated new life patterns for 
human beings wtnch have 
resulted in creating primi- 
tive population concentra- 
tions and rather stable 
social relations. 

At the end of die 18th 
century AD .Europe wit- 
nessed what is called toe 
industrial revolution; 
through which man was 
able to harness the machine 
for doing some types of 
work, particularly toe hard 
ones. By using the machine 
in various fields >af work. 


ma n became more produc- 
tive; toe population concen- 
trations multiplied and 
man's social habits became 
mote sophisticated. 

With the passage of time, 
this led to toe rise of social 
classes with their various 
levels of wealth, ways of 

life and styles of Inning. But 
although the industrial rev- 
olution led to large popula- 
tion concentrations and 

brought closer together toe 
local communities affected 
by it, it also led to toe alien- 
ation of different nations 
from one another and 
pushed many of them 
towards wars and conflicts 
which were partly motivat- 
ed by attempts to find for- 
eign markets for surplus 
products. 

The effects of the indus- 
trial revolution were much 
more significant than those 
of the agricultural revolu- 
tion and its results were 
quicker in developing peo- 
ple's life and chang in g their 
mores mid values and, con- 
sequently, in shaping their 
behaviour and life patterns 


and world peace for the benefit of the entire humanity’ 


“Hence, if educa- 
tion is to properly 
fulfill its mission 
ana optimally play 
its expected role, it 
must effectively 
face these changes 
and developments, 
find the best 
means to tackle 
them successfully 
and enable indi- 
viduals to interact 
with them in a way 
that makes them 
benefit from their 
advantages -and 


subject them ' to 

tflftiA; 'best 


personal interests 
and the needs of 
their daily life ” 


in a manner commensurate 
with the nature and life the 
requirements of that revolu- 
tion. 

Nowadays, our life is 
widely affected by technol- 
ogy and automation. This 
automation came so fast 
and comprehensively that it 
affected the entire world. 
Among its immediate 
results was a sharp rise in 
the nrnntwr of skilled and 
unskilled - workers, which 
has been jdeady reflected 
on the nature of employ- 
ment as well as on toe 
prevalent social patterns 
and relations and life styles 
of people. 

■ In addition, tins techno- 
logical revolution has 
caused radical and all- 
embracing patterns of daily 
life, woriong hours and var- 
ious work styles. What has 
made tins transformation 
more compRcated- is the 
feet drat this technological 


revohrtion has been con- 
- temporancous with die con- 
quering of space and the 
satellite age and tte tremen- 
dous progress achieved in 
the realm of communica- 
tion, winch left their direct 
impact on the life of differ- 
ent peoples and which tran- 
scended space. This tech- 
nological revolution has, 
moreover; led to the cre- 
ation of new cities and 
greater intra-state as well as 
interstate mobility among 
people m tins wide world. 

. Hence, it can definitely be 
said that the distinctive 
quality of human life since 
its very beginning, until 
now and within fee unfore- 
seeable future, has seen 
constant development, and 
that the difference in the 
quality of change from one 
generation to another, from 
one age to another lies in its 
speed and comprehensive- 
ness. For tilings which used 
to take thousands of years 
to materialise in the past 
and which only affected a 
small group of people do 
not require at present more 
than a few decades to 
become an accomplished 
feet and to encompass 
many more people not only 
within one country but also 
all over tire world, thanks to 
easier mter-comnnmication 
and to the higher level of 
individuals' capacities 
their intellectual, scientific 
and rivihsational poten- 
tials. 

As education is concerned 
in all societies with regulat- 
ing individuals’ lives, 
enabling them to acquire 
sound values, traditions and 
customs that are expected 
to formulate and direct then- 
behaviour, malring them 
more aware of the present 
reality-toey five; -anfeurgmg 
them to look 'info the future 
id coptrNm'&'ffitely 
issues, education will 
undoubtedly be responsible 
for enabling individuals to 
face the changes and handle 
such changes in a manner 
which insures harmonious 
compatibility with them. 

Hence, if education is to 
property fulfill its mission 
and optimally play its 
expected role, it must effec- 
tively face these changes 
and developments, find the 
best means to tackle them 
successfully and enable 
individuals to interact with 
them in a way that makes 
them benefit from their 
advantages and subject 
them to serve their best per- 
sonal interests and the 
needs of tbeir daily life. 
This leads to the question 
which embodies the theme 
of this paper. 

■ What are the problems of 
education in modem sod- 
. ety? And following that, 
what is tire Muslim attitude 
towards such problems? - 

To answer such a_ques- 
tipri, it can be said that roost 
of these problems rise from 
-toe new outlook towards 


toe present reality we are 
living;-- which has. been 
growing stronger, urging 
closer cooperation based on 
mutual respect and com- 
mon interest of various 
countries of the world in a 
way that makes life easier 
for all peoples ahd helps 
utilise tire products of sci- 
ence and technology and 
leads to active participation 
in the construction and pro- 
duction process. 

Modem education must 
tty to spread fee concept of 


“Modern educa- 
tion must try to 
spread the concept 
of world citizen- 
ship based on new 
values that achieve 
a balance between 
human spiritual 
and material val- 
ues, implant the 
principles of 
understanding, 
peace and justice 
among peoples \ 
foster mutual 
links, participation 
and inter-aepen- 
dence and preserve 
the personal iden- 
tity Jar away from 
isolation and 
seclusion ” 


world citizenship based on 
new values that achieve a 
balance between human 
spiritual i and material val- 
ues, implant the principles 
of understanding, peace and 
justice among peoples, fos- 
ter mutual links, participa- 
tion and inter-dependence 
and preserve the personal 
identity far away from iso- 
lation and seclusion. ,,. w i- 
etfecarion 
■ must be concerned*^ wife 
providing individuals wife 
a wide range of skills over 
and above all a broad basis 
of knowledge, enabling 
everyone to draw on and 
benefit, from the various 
sources of information, so 
that they may become self- 
educated and capable of 
self-development and con- 
tinuous enrichment of their 
stock of knowledge. This, 
of course, does not mean 
taking education back to the 
basics as modem reforma- 
tory movement demands, or 
directing education towards 
creating technocrats as 
some ttw vVt p drinkers see. 


International 
understanding and global 
peace 


It is well known that the 
world, despite the long dis- 
tances separating its parts 
.from one another, has in 
feet come closer together 
thanks to tile rawmy of 
. transport ftnfi mmTrmrri ra- 
tion. It has become easy for 
individuals to move from, 
one country to another 


-either in search of work or 
learning, otto serve mutual 
interests and find common 
factors among them of one 
kind or another. 

In toe past,- wars have tom 
countries apart, alienated 
tbeir respective inhabitants 
from one another and 
destroyed their resources; 
the present trend of peoples 
as well as of their leaders is 
not to resort to conflict and 
war and hegemony, but try 
and find out participatory 
links of the type that insures 
the survival and continuity 
of nation while mak- 
ing it at the same time a 
source of help to other peo- 
ples in their growth and 
development 

Such an orientation 
requires that every nation 
should clearly conceive its 
capabilities and potentials 
and acquaint itself with the 
qualities and merits of other 
peoples .that enhance such 
cooperative and integrative 
outlook with various coun- 
tries and peoples. Hence 
comes the role of education 
in how to inculcate in 
younger generations such 
new concepts so that they 
might firmly believe in 
them and tty to realise 
them. What is required then 
is to free individuals from 
narrow provincialism feat 
impedes tbeir movement 
and progress and conse- 
quently isolates them from 
the world around them, 
reduces their proficiency 
and cuts down their partici- 
pation in defining the 
frameworks of life around 
them, and in laying down 
policies of change and 
development that upgrade 
and make life easier and 
mare comfortable to them. 

What Is required, in this 
^nurture in toe 
r WdffrkhiM/ h 'sense ‘ bFpride 
Tin : Ms national idSBfity'&fid 
all the norms and ideas it 
carries, while; at the same 
time, be open to toe world 
around him and feel that be 
is an active member in its 
development and progress. 

It goes without saying 
that such an ideal will not 
become a reality unless 
international QiMterc t nnfiing 
and sincere wish to cooper- 
ate and participate consti- 
tute the primary moving 
‘power behind individuals’ 
motives and behaviour. 

Fee to. disseminate the 
idea of international under- 
standing and global peace 
among various peoples, it 
should be accompanied by 
an appeal to all fo get rid of 
any kind of bias or discrim- 
ination, be it tribal, region- 
al, racial or sectarian. 

It is unf or tunate that 
racial bias and discrimina- 
tion practices have pre- 
vailed on a large scale dur- 
ing the last few decades and 
‘ that some members of cer- 
tain peoples are behaving 
high-handedly and haughti- 
ly towards other peoples 
motivated either by tbeir 


distinction in terms of 
colour, race, level of civili- 
sation, scientific advance- 
ment or any similar consid- 
erations. 

Recently, countries have 
been divided into devel- 
oped and developing, in 
addition to divisions based 
on other criteria. No serious 
efforts, it should be added, 
have been made to elimi- 
nate differences among 
these nations and treat them 
on equal footing. Evidently, 
Mas, bigotry and discrimi- 
nation, of various types are 
major obstacles feeing 
international progress, 
understanding and peace. 
Hence, education in our 
time is concerned wife fac- 
ing this problem and find - 
ing suitable solutions. 

Id this connection. Islam 
has been ahead of us, since 
its early beginnings, in its 
endeavour to clarify tire 
possible ways and means of 
dealing wife the issues of 
world peace and mutual 
understanding and the 
necessity to discard all 
forms of fanaticism, and 
discrimination, thereby pre- 
venting one group of men 
from dominating and 
exploiting another; The 
teachings of the true Islam- 
ic religion have, through 
urging people to adopt toe 
principles of impeccable 
faith based on love, frater- 
nity, compassion and fideli- 
ty among all believers, laid 


righteous deeds whose ben- 
eficial results embrace all 
society. So contemporary 
education is requested to 
benefit from Islam's teach- 
ings and principles to 
spread and foster tbe ideas 
of international understand- 
ing and world peace for the 
benefit of die entire human- 


ity. 


“What is required, 
in this case, is to 
nurture in the 
individual a sense 
of jfride in his 
national identity 
and all the norms 
and ideas it car- 
ries, while, at the 
same time, be open 
to the world 
around him and 
feel that he is an 
active member in 
its development 
and progress.” 


down the sound and firm 
foundations of the propaga- 
tion and consolidation of 
these concepts in the souls 
of human beings who 
believe in God and abide by 
his commandments. 

Holy Koranic verses and 
tbe Prophet’s hadiths are 
main themes and rational 
ideas advocated by 
thinkers, politicians and 
reformers who feel that tbe 
roads to world peace and 
mutual understanding are 
those leading various peo- 
ples to stability and pros- 
perity and, therefore, 
towards cooperation and 
complementarity. 

Islam is simply an invita- 
tion to good, love, toler- 
ance, cooperation and jus- 
tice. Its only criteria for dis- 
tinction between one person 
and another are piety and 


Just as Islam is interested 

in the propagation and 
enhancement of the idea of 
international understand- 
ing, it is also implicitly 
interested in the concept of 
economic integration and 
cooperation among all the 
peoples of tbe world in a 
manner that is conducive to 
beneficence and prosperity 
for Ml. 

As tbe size of knowledge 
is growing steady and 
because means of convey- 
ing it have become so easy 
among various countries of 
the world, it has become a 
major duty for contempo- 
rary education to search for 
learning and teaching meth- 
ods that enable students to 
go bade to and directly 
draw on toe sources of 
knowledge and then opti- 
mally utilise this newly 
acquired learning. 

In more than one context, 
Islam has urged for deep 
thinking, augmentation of 
knowledge and proper utili- 
sation thereof, because 
advanced learning brings 
man nearer to his Creator 
and consolidates Ms faith- 

Muslims copied a great 
deal of tbe sciences and 
knowledge of other nations 
who came before them, 
benefited from them and 
developed what they 
learned. There were small 
info rmal groups that 
accorded due importance to 
translation, authorship and. 
transfer of knowledge. 'Tbe 
Arabs "also did cany their 
developed sciences to 
Europe where they had a 
vital effect in kindling what 
is called tbe European 
Renaissance. 

Over and above toe issue 
of knowledge explosion, 
tbe overwhelming effect of 
technology and technical 
progress and the spread of 
means of communication, 
another important problem 
faces the educational 
process in various countries 
all over the world; for it is 
common knowledge now 
that improved health condi- 
tions and better nutritional 
systems have greatly 
reduced the rate of infant 
mortality and thereby led to 
a huge rise in tbe number of 
population. TMs, of course, 
has.its repercussions on the 
educational process owing 
to continuously Mgher 
enrolment in both schools 
and universities. As a result, 
education in any country 
has been urged to provide 
basic learning for these 
increasing numbers of peo- 
ple irrespective of their 
race, social status or eco- 


nomic conditions. 

Unfortnnaxely, however, 
the potentials of many 
Third World countries do 
not enable them to offer 
educational opportunities to 
all those who seek and need 
them. Moreover, these 
countries cannot enforce 
compulsory education; and 
if some of them do that, 
they do not try to do it by 
force of law because of tbe 
inadequate educational 
means at their disposal. 

Hence, modem education 
is urged to work out differ- 
ent means through which 
they offer basic education 
to every school-age child 
because the current educa- 
tional means are unable to 
find the solution desired for 
this problem. 

Linked to the necessity of 
devising new educational 
means that ensure educa- 
tional opportunities to all 
school age children is an 
equally important issue, 
namely, controlling unem- 
ployment wMch is rising 
every year all over the 
world. Such a situation 
requires the educational 
process to find sophisticat- 
ed means of education and 
training wMdi enjoy a Mgh 
degree of flexibility so as to 
make the learner capable of 
joining more than one field 
of work and to be, at tbe 
same time, able to practise 
more than one type of spe- 
cialisation. 

The labour market no 
longer requires persons pre- 
pared for a narrow speciali- 
sation and within a limited 
field modem education, 
therefore is requested to 
reexamine toe methods of 
personnel training and 
' preparation for required 
works and specialisations 
so that their eligibility and 
qualification for work and 
production remains effec- 
tive. 

Although it has not 
offered solutions concern- 
ing population growth, 
heavier demand on educa- 
tion on explicit treatment of 
unemployment problem, 
Islam has emphasised toe 
necessity of every Muslim 
receiving Ms share of edu- 
cation. It has also made par- 
ticular mention of the Mgh 
status occupied by scholars 
and the Mgh esteem God 
has accorded them because 
of their dedicated perfor- 
mance. 

Surely, human beings 
cannot lead a life on tMs 
planet in a manner that 
secures tbeir mutual coop- 
eration, solidarity, amity 
and unity except through 
the adoption of the princi- 
ples of equality, right, jus- 
tice, dignity, collaboration 
, and tolerance preached and 
stressed by Islam. 


Continued from page 1 
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indeed a way to help us reach a 
situation where we ean achieve 
a balance between us and the 
other countries in toe region 
and bridge tbe gap that has 
existed between us in tbe past-" 
“Wfe have gone along the 
path of peace afl&r Egypt and 
we have provided tbe necessary 
umbrella for tbe Palestinians to 
shoulder their responsflsffittes 
and pursue endeavours to 
regain their rights and deter- 
mine their future on tbeir Pales- 
tinian sofl,” the King noted. 

‘Through the peace treaty 
wife Israel we have regained 
our lands and water resources 
and we sincerely hope that oar 
moves will constitute part of 

the overall Middle East peace 

process,” foe King added. 

“We .categorically reject any 
attempt on the part of any patty 

tobdittieourachievemeifisand 

this country’s natkaial stands. 
Neither can we ever aBowouf- 
sdves to be considered' as a 
scapegoat for the benefit and 


failed in its own efforts' to attain 


its objectives and tries to put 
the Mami on JbnJan/* the King 
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stressed. 

King Hussein was seen offby 
TBs Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Royal family 


members. Prime Minister 
Abdul - Karim A1 Kabariti, 
speakers of the Senate -arid toe 
Lower ‘House: of Parliament 
and other dignitaries. 

Before toe dep ar t ure . Prince 
Hassan was swam in as 
Regent- 

In a statement before Ms 
departure. King Hussein said 
his visft to the U.S. was planned 
since same time to join his sen, 
IBs Royal Highness Mnce 
Hashem' whd is stndyinjz there. 

T was planning to visit toe 
U.S. for afemfly affair; because 
my son Prince Hashem , who is 
studying there, vnb. be tearing 
for Wadnngton,” E5s Majesty 
said in an interview with Mid- 
dle East Broadcasting Centre 
(MBQ broadcase by Jordan 
Television Friday evening. ■ 

•T will meet wife President 
Groton and other senior U.S. 
officials for consulta ti o n - 1 
believe toe US. will continue 

to support toe peace process to 
reach a comprdiensivepeaceiD 
this region." toe King added. . 

King Hussein messed that 
in .Middle East has 
become a reality and a process ' 
which all parties, concerned 
want to pursue. : j . 

Id the interview, toe King 
sad *e Israeli Premier-ekci 
Benjamin Netanyahu has reas- 
sured him of Israel’s commit- 


King leaves, for U.S. 


mem to continue tire peace 
process and to implement. 
a grw j nf n t R readied on all 
negotiating tracks. 

Describing statements by 
Tonrii officials as reassuring. 
King Hussein said there is a 
global trend in toe U.S.. 
Europe, Russia, China, Japan 
and elsewhere id support a just 
and. comprehensive peace in 
thfepartaftoewodd. 

The King reaffirmed Jordan’s 
support for the Palestinians in 


mate fights on tbeir national 
sod, “VMs respect the Palestin- 
ian people's decision to tooul- 
dertoefr responsibilities and to 
work towards the restoration of 
their fi gh ts cm their national 
sofl,” King Hussein said in the 
imeryiew. 

He added that Jordan will not 
interfere in Palestinian affairs 
and will not “impose itself on 
its Palestinian brotoerc,” not- 
ing that toe-Balestimans derid- 
ed at die 1974 Arab Summit in 
Rabat to shoulder toe responsi- 
hfliiy of their cause: His 
Majesty called on tfae.Pdesan£ 
tins'' to cooperate and resolv^ 
their differences within , toe 
framework of tbeir le a dership. 

On tbe Jordanian -Saudi rela- 


tions, toe . King said they are 
oow stronger than they were 
before, noting that there is 
determination on both sides to 
base such relations on solid 
foundations. 

Answering a question about 
tbe purpose of die telephone 
call Mr. Netanyahu made with 
King Riigyin nprm his w inning 
die Israel elections and toe 
arrival of a special envoy to 
Jordan last weak. Kng Humean 
said Me Netanyahu is felly 
comnnned to all toe agreement 

Israel signed with all the parties 
involved in toe Middle East 
peace process and that they are 
moving toward establishing 
peace cm till trades. 

Kng Hussein said he does 
not see any reason for Arab 

pwrimion rarrari by foe elec- 
tion of Ml Netanyahu. He said 
such pessimism is not in place 
Tjecanse what is fairing place 
in Israel is an exercise of a con- 
stitutional right to elect the 
prime nmnster” 

TteKteg stressed that peace 
is a reality and there wifl be no 
retraction from ’ toe peace 


• Commenting on another 
question Kng Hussein said toe 
vote m land was not a vote 


against peace as some might 
suggest, adding that Prime 
Minister Stemon Peres had ear- 
lier lost more than once in the 
IsraeB elections, and as such Ms 
loss should not be interpreted 
as voting against peace. 

Asked on tbe outcome of tbe 
Atpba Tripartite Summit, 
which was held Wednesday, 
Kng Hussein said all the con- 
ferees were williag to work, 
cooperate and . coordinate 
together in the coming stages. 

Kng Hussein emphasised 
that all the agreements between 
Jordan and Israel have been 
implemented. However; he 
noted, projects requiring farther 
stories will be implemented 
when toe studies are complet- 
ed. 

On toe status of Jerusalem, 
King Hnssein said sovereignty 
over the holy dty should not be 
for any party, except God, 
adding dial it should be a meet- 
ing plaa for all tbe faithful He 
voiced hope that Jerusalem win 
be a symbol for understanding 
among the faithful and a sym- 
bol of peace berween Palestini- 
ans and Israelis. Tbe Kng 
noted that East Jerusalem is an 
occupied part adding that it 
should be possible to reach an 
acceptable formula for the situ- 
ation there. 


Japan Week opens today 


Continued Brora page 12 


“Japan and Jordan in 
International Society", 
“Development of the 
Tourism Industry in Jordan”, 
“Industrial Policy” 

‘Prospects for Economic 
Cooperation Between Japan 
and Jordan", and “toe Status 
of Women in Japan and Jor- 

(pm . 

Japan Week will also offer 
a number of opportunities 
for cultural exchange. 
Organisers have included in 


this month’s schedule a 
Kimono fashion show; a 
puppet and magic show for 
children; lithography, porce- 
lain and calligraphy exhibi- 
tions; and flower arrange- 
ment and origami (paper- 
folding) demonstrations. A 
number of renowned Japan- 
ese films win be shown at 
the RCC, including Tbe 
Glass Cape, Barefoot Gen, 
the YamasMto Story, Tomb- 
stone for fireflies, Thousand 
Cranes and others. 

A variety of talents have 


also been recruited that will 
treat audiences to a Judo per- 
formance at A! Hussein 
Sports City, a play, Medea, 
performed by the Ninagawa 
Drama Company on the 
Jerash South Theatre and a 
number of traditional musi- 
cal performances at tbe Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 

Organisers expect at least 
700 people to participate in 
the various actives of Japan 
Week, wMch will close 29 
June. 


Netanyahu’s programme starts to emerege 


Continued from page 1 
Ml Netanyahu’s derision 
concerning Mr. Sharon and 
Mr. Eytan was seen as a key 
litmus test of his grip on power 
as well as his friture policies 
concerning the Palestinian ter- 
ritories and the peace process 
in general 

Israel's new system of direct- 
ly electing toe prime minister 
has greatly strengthened Mr. 
Netanyahu’s powers both in 
negotiations on forming the 
government and over the 
responsibilities to be given in 


each ministiy. In his so far rare 
post-election speeches, Mr. 
Netanyahu has indicated he 
win use this new authority to 
ensure that toe peace process 
continues despite pressures 
from toe most hardline ele- 
ments in his camp. 

Meanwhile a draft outline of 
the new government's policy 
progranune also emerged on 
Friday, largely taking up toe 
Likud election platform con- 
cerning the peace process. 

The draft makes no explicit 
mention of toe Oslo peace 


accords with the Palestinians 
but says the government will 
hold negotiations with the 
autonomous Palestinian 
Authority “to reach a perma- 
nent peace agreement while 
ensuring Israel's security 
needs." 

As expected, the programme 
rules out the creation of an 
independent Palestinian state 
or any division of Jerusalem, 
which the Palestinians claim as 
their capital, and calls for 
boosting Jewish settlement 
activity. 
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Kabariti holds talks with Shaath 

Prime minister highlights 
importance of partnership 
with European Union 


AMMAN (J -T.\ — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti Thursday discussed 
with Nabil Shaath, the min- 
ister of planning and interna- 
tional cooperation at the 
Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). the distin- 
guished bilateral relations in . 
all fields and the coordina- 
tion efforts aimed at support- 
ing the Palestine cause. 

Mr. Kabariti 's meeting 

with the senior Palestinian 
official came one day after 
the tripartite summit be- 
tween HU Majesty King 
Hussein. Egyptian President 
Hosni ' Mubarak and 
Palestinian President Yasser, 
Arafat, held in Aqaba on 
Wednesday. - * 

In a statement to the’ 
Jordan News Agency.- Petra. 
Dr. Shaath said the summit 
was a success and hailed it as 
:<n important step on the 


VIENNA (Ft). — OPEC 
reached an agreement Friday 
to try to defend world oil 
prices by pencilling in a rise 
in its production ceiling 
only to accommodate reviv- 
ing Iraqi exports. 

The Saudi Arabian-backed ' 
deal ended three days of talks 
of the Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). ' 

These centred on the U.N. 


J JORDAN ENGD 
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p3th to peace. He expressed 
hope that it would lead to a 
larger Arab summit, capable 
of throwing Arab weight be- 
hind the PNA to help it reach 
a final, and comprehensive 
solution, to the Palestine 
question. 

On his talks with Mr. 
Kabariti. Dr. Shaath said 
they discussed means of en- 
suring support for the 
Palestinians, in addition to 
bilateral relations. 

Also on Thursday. Mr. 
Kabariti chaired a meeting at 
the Prime Ministry for 
members of the Higher 
Committee entrusted with 
holding international eco- 
nomic talks with the 
European Union (EUno form 
a Jqrdanian-Europcan part- 
nerhsi-p ■ 

Mr. Kabariti stressed the 
government's resolve to 
form such a partnership with 


the EU. in implementation of 
the agreement reached in 
Barcelona summit 
Highlighting the importance 
of this partnership, Mr. 
Kabariti said it will benefit 
the Jordanian economy, by 
opening new markets for 
Jordanian products and im- 
proving the quality of such 
products, to be in a position 
to compete with foreign 
products. The prime minister 
lauded the performance of the 
Jordanian team in the 
Jordan ian-European partner- 
ship calks, and praised the 
agreements reached with 
Europe. 

Mr. Kabariti also 
stressed the importance of 
agricultural trade saying that 
the opening of European 
markets to Jordanian agricul- 
tural exports is vital for de- 
veloping the agricultural sec- 
tor in Jordan. 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti presides over a meeting with a group of economy officials 
Thursday (Petra photo) 


The committee members 
stressed the importance of 
reaching an agreement with 
Europe, capable of benefit- 
ing the Jordanian economy. 


and suggested that a sympo- 
sium be held to discuss the 
expected outcome of the 
Jordanian -European partner- 
ship. 


The prime minister 
agreed to a proposal to hold 
a symposium, involving 
members of the Jordanian 


team to the European part- 
nership talks and the board 
members of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. 


OPEC strikes quota deal on Iraq oil sales 


decision on May 20 to relax 
a 1 990 Gulf war embargo and 
let Iraq resume -limited sales, 
of oil at a time when the 
market is finely balanced and 
prices may be vulnerable. 

Delegates said the accord 
froze all quotas except for 
Iraq which was awarded 
800.000 extra barrels daily 
for its exports, it will apply 
until Dec. 31. 

A new ceiling is fixed at 


25.033 million — up from a 
previous 24.233 million ex- 
cluding Gabon which con- 
firmed at this 100th OPEC, 
conference that it had left the 
group. 

Oil prices initially finned 
about 10 cents on news of 
the accord then eased to just 
above $18 per barrel, more 
or less unchanged on the day. 

Some producers led by 
Algeria had, like defecting 


Gabon, complained about 
what they regard as a quota 
system unfairly weighted to- 
wards big Middle East sellers 
who are unwilling to cut out- 
put to make way for Iraqi oil 
In the event, however, a 
delegate said Algeria appar- 
ently did not implement a 
threat to write a reservation 
on the OPEC accord. 


Violations by producers 
that regard their quotas as un- 
realistic have already lifted 
actual OPEC supply above 
the new 25 million barrel 
ceiling — even without Iraq's 
exports starting to hit the 
market yet. 

But OPEC hopes that 
brisk demand and the need to 
fill depleted stocks after a 


THE GIFT THING 


The Jordan Engineers Association in Collaboration with Jordanian 
Government Corporation , universities and Mining Companies will 
held the Second Jordanian Mining Conference in April 1997 , 
within the fqHowing.themes: 

1. Mining Engineering - 2. Ore-dressing & metal extraction Engineering • 
3. Petroleum Engineering 4. Water Engineering 5. Geological Engineer- 
ing 6. Geophiysical Engineering • 7. Geochemical Engineering. 

An exhibition will accompany the conference . Researchers and 
companies are invited to participate . Please write to: 

Eng. Mohammad Abu Taha-Chairman of the Organising Committee | 
P.O.Box 835 .Amman 11118 Jordan Fax 962-6-676933 I 


THE Daily Crossword by Robert Zimmerman 


JpAJANI 

■Jewellers 

Amra Hotel Shops. 6th Circle. Amman 
Phone: 8271 1 8 Fax: 8271 1 9 


cold U-S. winter will mop up 
[he incremental Iraqi barrels 
and stop prices collapsing. 

In sidestepping calls fon 
a radical revision of quotas 
OPEC has at least spared jit- 
tery futures markets the un- 
nerving spectacle of heavy- 
weights like Saudi Arabia and 
Iran quarrelling over long- 
term market share. 

"It's an old OPEC adage 
that a problem deferred is a 
problem solved," commented 
Peter Gignoux. head of the 
London energy desk for 
Smith Barney. 

In the Saudi view, dele- 
gates said, any overhaul of 
the system should wait until 


later when it is clearer how 
many barrels Iraq actually 
will sell, and how soon. 

The U.N. accord sets a 
limit of $2 billion on re- 
ceipts from the Iraqi oil. 
which must be spent on food 
and medicine. 

Gabon, absent from 
OPEC for a year, ironically 
chose this 1 00th conference 
to confirm to OPEC that it 
had decided to follow the 
1992 example of Ecuador and. 
defect from the group. 

Some analysts predict 
that in the not too distant fu- 
ture OPEC will consist only 
of a core of big Middle East 
producers. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by htenri Arnold and Mka ArgMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orefinary words. 


THE BETTER HALF, 




By Glasbergen 


ACROSS 
1 Painter of ballet 
dancers 
6 Thickener 
10 lota . . 

14 Chopin piece 

1 5 Court goose egg 

16 Sibilant sound 
•17 Lend — (listen) 
18 John Alden’s 

love 

20 Anything but 

21 Plant pest 

23 Aquatic-animat 

24 Rescind 

26 Homespun poet 
27. Broadway 
musical . 

29 Memorize 

31 Part 

32 Encloses '* 

33 Scribble 

36 Marsh growth 
39 Direct route 

41 Resort 

42 Innocent 

44 Bruins’ insl. 

45 — donna 

46 Hungarian 
wines 

48 Lined 

50 Without gender * 

52 Caravan stops . 

53 Horse with 

■ patchy markings 

54 Underworld 
jewels 

57 Spark 
.59 Groucho, for 
one 

6t Furnished 

62 Shaving kit item 

63 Calms 

64 Unrestrained 
revelry 

65 Law: abbr. ■ . 

66 Related - 
maternally 

DOWN 

1 Unheeding 

2 Sicilian smoker 

3 Kind of warfare 

4 OK city 

5 Covering in 
- Cuzco 

6 The beginning • 


1 12 73 14 IS ^■6 [7 (a [9 ^■iGliT (12 |13 



GUHL-G 


Ciswntam lla* Sen**, kc 
MRgiaRMrod. 

EKRIP I 


//' 


TOUTLE 


THELLA 


WHAT THE PARD0S 
GAVE THE 
TYCOONS SON. 

I 

Now arrange the drcted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“Thaf s why motivation tapes are 
so successful — they motivate you 
to buy more motivation tapes!” 


Print answer hero : A 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: WHEAT CROWN MADMAN COMEDY 
Answer. What the lootbaJt-ptaying gardener efid — 
MOWED 'EM DOWN 


Peanuts 


1 33 1 34 1 35 


SOMETIMES I LIE AWAKE AT NIGHT, AND I 
WONDER/ IS UFE LIKE GOLF OR IS IT 
l MORE LIKE BASEBALL ?" 


THEN A VOICE COMES TO ME 
OUT OF THE DARK THAT. 
5AV5/TW 5HUFFLE80ARD" 


52 





■ 

53 




L 

57 





56 



. 


59 

i 

61 

1 




■ 

62 





F 

64 




■ 

65 





66 


154 155 156 
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7 Fossey subject 

8 Marked by a 
keen interest 

9 Legal object 

10 Bleach 

11 Handles for 
- swords 

12 Aloll 

13 Former Kremlin 
VIP 

19 College choice 
22 Part of rpm 

25 At any time 

26 Hard blow 

27 Globes 

28 — garou 
(werewolf) 

3Q Dresden's river 
32 -impulse 

33 NM Apaches 

34 At the very least 

35 Pekoe and 
hyson • 

37 Disquiet 

38 Spoke 

40 Skywalker 
43. Cone order 


Andy Capp 


TED 

ONE 

[N G S 


TER 
I. NfT 

III 

R AM 

■Cl 

S TIE 

M 0|R 

OWN 

K !■ 
E DM 


45 Lots 

46 Expression of 
annoyance 

47 Lawrence 
portrayer 

48 Indy entry 

49 Employing 


MOPS' 
O SLO| 
l_ JC A L i 
R_ _A _E] 

E fl E o; 

c. 21 A 211 

HALO, 

-i Z JL °J 

B S ON| 

mM| 

MP O D | 
live] 

O T E S| 

T A H Tel 


51 Pass into law . 

52 Nee Christiania 

53 Map 

55 Early Briton 

56 Gaelic 

58 in the bag!" 
60 Rev 


G19MIU1H. 

MST HVSYMKKnM MTERNOIONAL NORTH 
AM8KA S1NUCME MC . .. 

/ WEtaEWMWS V | 
/ ABAW 1U/QET- > 1 F 
f tosethertonight;) 

LL 


r rr won't j 

iwm 

CHIP1NAM2 
, TREAT 


THAN KBiRO. 1 
BUT I PREFBZ 
> MY OWN 


Mutt’n’Jeff 

WAITER f Mf 9 
CLOSE THAT J A Z 
WINDOW/ J / A 



f IT‘S > 

AWFULLY 
WARM 
IN HERE, 
L SIR/ , 


TM Afraid THIS 
STEAK WILL BLOW 
OFF MY PLATE/ , 


WHATS yS A 

That?) paperweight. 

Sic* I WON 
\ IT LAST 

V summer/ . 







HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR 
SATURDAY JUNE 8, 1996 
By Thomas $■ Pierson, i 

Astrologer, Carrolf 

Fighter Foundation 
ARIES: (March 21 tor " 
April 19) You haye fine 
ideas in the morning to- 
day, and you should put 
diem in operation and use 
them wisely in an effort to I 

receive the recognition of j 

some bigwig. Later 
tonight will be good for 
spending some time with 
your loved ones. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Plan how you 
would like to have home 
conditions in the days 
ahead and later today get | 

the career activities | 

started on this, tater 
tonight you can go out on 
the town with your mate 
and have a romantic time 
together. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
21) Sit down with fellow j 

associates and regular j 

contacts to work out a 
course of activity which 
can be mutually profitable . 
to everyone involved ipj 
the project, and this will 
gain the approval of those 
in authority. 1 

MOON CHILDREN: ; 

(June 22 to July 21) Go J 

through with plans con- t 

ceming fellow associates j 

today, and everything will ; 

turn out fine and the days ■ 

ahead will look brighter to ! 

you and your loved ones. - 

Later tonight you can 
complete that important 
new project. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You have fine ideas '■ 

today for entertainment so 
carry through with them 
and gain much pleasure. ! 

Be more willing to accept 
help from others. Later 
this evening a close friend i 

will help you with som*T 
important career activi- 
ties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You can 
gain favors secretly from 
one who likes you very 
much today, however go 
along with their ideas and i 

gain added goodwill. j 

Tonight you win be able to 
complete some important 
career activities which are 
pressing. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Look to a 
generous friend for the 
assistance you need to 
gain some cherished goal 
today, however show you 
appreciate the help given 
you. Later tonight will be 
good for you and your 4 1 

mate to go out on thfr ' * 

town. * ** ■*•«!- 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Study well 
what you desire where 
career and public tasks axe 
concerned today, and then 
make a bit of headway. j 

This evening will be a 
good time for you and j 

your mate to stay home I 

and have a very romantic j 

dinn er. j 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- j 

ber 22 to December 21) l — 

You have fine vision today 
on how to gain more of 
the good things of life 
which you crave. Utilise 
them to their fullest and 
you will be very successful 
in whatever career activi- 
ties happen to take you. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Yo$) 

are more concerned than ■*». _ 

most others to gain the 
approval of those in au- 
thority, so labour at it at j 
this time. In the morning i 
and later tonight you can : Ppfc 
achieve great success by p (i 

your efforts upon a new 
project Un 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 F| 

to February 19) Situations j^catic 

arise through which you 
<s*n gain more of the good “%,fv 

things of fife today, so be ' 

smart in how you achieve jl. 1 
the answers to any ques- t^. 11 

tions. This evening you ' , 
can be out on the town * 

with some dose friends 
■and have fun. 

f®CES: (February 20 to ! 

March 20) Convince a fd- \ 

tow associate to be more .3 
cooperative with yon to- 
day and the days ahead] s ^ ’ 
will become easier. B? 
happy tonight -at home 
with your loved ones in r * 
some activities which 
everyone there will want 
to participate in. b— ' 

Birthstooe of June: Emerald — 

Citrine 


r 
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Britain 

makes 

surprise 

cut in 

interest 

rates 


LONDON (R) — Britain un- 
expectedly cur official Inter- 
est rates by a quarter of a per- 
centage point to 5. 75 per 
cent Thursday, the fourth 
such cut since last December. 

Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (Finance Minister) 
Kenneth Clarke said his deci- 
sion was justified by low in- 
flation and "below-trend' 1 
economic growth, but many 
city economists said the 
move appeared politically 
motivated. 

Mr. Clarke has been un- 
der mounting pressure from 
Conservative back-benchers, 
who are alarmed at the ruling 
party's dismal showing in 
opinion polls, to do alJ he 
can to improve its popularity 
ahead of the next election, 
which is due by May 1997. 

The chancellor, who has 
the final say on monetary 
policy, announced the cut a 
day after his monthly mone- 
tary meeting with Bank of 
England Governor Eddie 
George. 

"I have decided another 
quarter percent cut in interest 
rates is sensible. Cost pres- 
sures have eased further and 
the economy is growing be- 
low trend." Mr. Clarke said 
in a statement. 

“Underlying retail price 
inflation is set to decline fur- 
ther during the year and 1 am 
confident that it will meet 
my target of 2.5 per cent or 
iess. n he indicated. 

Some economists argue 
that although industry is in 
the doldrums, the much larger 
service sector is performing 
well and consumer spending 
is picking up. so there is lit- 
tle need for the stimulus of a 
rate cut. 

" Every chancellor in the 
last 25 years has cut rates in 
the months before a general 
election and this one is prov- 
ing no exception." said Alex 
Garrard. U.K. economist at 
UBS. 

"Like every one that has 
gone before him. Kenneth 
Clarke is allowing political 
considerations to cloud his 
judgment. "he added. 

Commercial banks fol- 
lowed suit by cutting their 
base lending rates by the 
same amount to 5.75 per 
cent, while the Halifax build- 
ing society. Britain's largest 
mortgage lender, cut its key 
mortgage rate to 6.99 per 
cent from 7.25 -per cent. 

Home loan rates axe of 
considerable political signif- 
icance in this nation of mort- 
gaged home-owners, which 
is beginning to emerge only 
hesitantly from the collapse 
of property prices that fol- 
lowed a boom in the late 
1980s. 
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Daily 


A review of news from the Arabic press 


‘Credit concentrations 7 forces 
Business Bank into lower activity 

** STRICT REGULATION applied by the Central Bank to 
limit credit extension to clients having imer-relatcd 
interests or. "credit concenira lions” as the lerm is known, 
have forced the Business Bank to reduce its direct and 
indirect operations with quite a number of good clients to 
abide by the Central Bank requirements. As such, the bank 
posted lower figures in many areas mainly in total assets 
which Totalled JD 165.2 million at the end of 19 tJ 5 

compared to JD I70.S at the end of 1994. Cash ut hand and 
at other banks totalled JD 63.2 million (JD 51.4 million in 
1994) and the balance of bonds and treasury bills was JD 
3.14 million. JD 1.4 million less than the 1994 total. 
Short- and long-term investments in shares amounted lo JD 
17.2 million at the end of 1995. Total deposits in local and 
foreign currencies fell by JD 21.1 million, or 15 per cent, 
as they dropped from JD 140.9 million in 1994 to JD 
1I9.K million as of Dec. 31. 1995. 

The Business Bank, which is holding merger talkt with 
the Jordan National Bank, achieved a net jfter-t.i\ profit of 
JD 429.845 Iasi year t Al Dusiour). 

Woollen Industries finds main 
problem in marketing weakness 

THE WOOLLEN Industries Company laced general 
hindrances and negative circumstance* harsher than those 
witnessed in 1994. Board Chairman Jamil Maruqn told the 
general assembly. He indicated that competition became 
stiller from local companies and from foreign exporters 
who dumped their products at extremely low prices. He 
pointed out that the company was also aftceted h\ the 
sanctions on Iraq, the general slowdown in the national 
economy, (he wait-and-see attitude of consumers and the 
increase in the sales tax to 10 per cent which hjd a direct 
effect on the purchasing power of the people and the 
activities of many companies including the Woollen 
Industries. 

The combination of these factors combined io reduce 
total sales, by 7.2 per cent to JD 741 .IKK) and consequently, 
caused a drop in nei profit from JD 95.500 in 1994 to JD 
23.500 in 1995. 

Ahmad Nammari. the company's general manager, said 
rhat sales were likely to reach JD l million in 1996 as 
during ihe first four months of this year sales amounted to 
JD 229.200. sixty-six per cent higher than the figure 
recorded in the corresponding period of 1995. Mr. Nammari 
said the increase was achieved after the company remedied 
the key problem of marketing weakness. He added that the 
firm was concentrating now on boosting sales by reaching 
all sales outlets in the local market. 

The Woollen Industries was established in 1961 and 
currently has JD 1.8 million in total assets and JD 1.6 
million in shareholders equity (Al Aswaqj. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading wofld currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Friday: 

One U.S. dollar 1.3634/44 Canadian dollar 


One Sterling 

Gold (ounce) 


1.3634/44 

Canadian dollar 

1.5326/36 

Deutschemarks 

1.7150/60 

Dutch guilders 

1.2648/58 

Swiss francs 

31.53/57 

Belgian francs 

5.1931/81 

French francs 

1548.6/0.1 

Italian lire 

109.08/18 

Japanese yen 

6.7400/00 

Swedish crowns 

6.5530/80 

Norwegian crowns 

5.9161/11 

Danish crowns 

1.4075/85 

Singapore dollars* 

0.7910/1 5 

Australian dollars 

7.7400/10 

Hong Kong dollars 

$1.5435/45 


$386.70/387.20 
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Seattle, Chicago await Game 2 Final countdown for Euro 96 spectacular * ^ 


Young Sonics are learning, veteran Bulls adjusting 


CHICAGO (R) — In last 
year’s NBA finals, the young 
Orlando Magic let Game 1 
slip through their fingers in 
the final minutes. 

They never recovered, 
failing in a 4-0 sweep to the 
defending champion 

Houston Rockets. But they 
denied all the while that their 
finals inexperience was a fac- 
tor. 

Could the same thing hap- 
pen to the Seattle 
Supersonics? 

The Sonics fell apart in the 
fourth quarter of 
Wednesday's Game 1 under 
the pressure of the more sea- 
soned Chicago Bulls who 
won 107-90. Now comes 
Game 2 . 

“I think the biggest part of 
Chicago’s personality thit I 
admire is their mental intelli- 
gence. their mental heart. 
They adjust as the game goes 
on,'* said Seattle coach 
George Karl. 

“They do it with a subcon- 
sciousness. Obviously 
they’ve been here before. 
Their experience is very 
valuable to them, and their 
leadership.” 

Asked if the Bulls’ greater 
experience in championship 
series played a role in x the 
Sonics’ late collapse, 
Chicago’s Scottie Pippen 
answered. “Yeah, that could 
be a factor." 

But he added: “I think it 
had a lot do with our pres- 
sure.’’ 

“They were a little nervous, 
I'm sure. But that wears off," 
said Pippen. “I think our 
crowd might have raided 
them a little bit, especially 
when we applied the pres- 
sure." 

Said Pippen: “They’ll be a 
lot more relaxed coming into 
Game 2." 

Bulls coach Phil Jackson 
saw a combination of factors: 
“It was homecourt, maybe a 
little . ,bit. : experience, and 
finally i thinjc it was fatigue.” 

_ , -Both- sides- agreed-- fatigue 
caught up with' the Sonics, 
who came off a tough seven- 
game Western Conference 
series with the Utah Jazz. 
The Bulls had eight days off, 
waiting after their sweep of 
the Orlando Magic. 

“We didn't have the zip," 
said Karl. ‘T think Chicago 
had the zip last night.” 

The absence due to injury 
of backup Nate McMillan, a 
solid ball-handler and 
defender, meant Seattle’s star 
guard Gary Payton bad to 
play 47 minutes, mainly at 
point guard where as the 
playmaker and court general 
he is not as free to score. 

“It does make me a little 
passive," said Payton. 
“When you're the two 
(shooting) guard, you can be 
more aggressive." 

“Sometimes fatigue stops 
you from being aggressive, 
and I honestly think this was 
one of the few times Gary 
was tired,” said Karl. 



Chicago Bulls’ guard Michael Jordan (C) threads his way through double fawm cov- 
erage by Seattle S operSonics forward Shawn Kemp (L) and guard Gary Payton in 
second quarter action of game one in the NBA Finals in Chicago, Jane 5. Chicago won 
game one 107-90 (Reuters photo) 


John Salley, one of three 
Bulls who got their champi- 
onship know-how on the 
Detroit Pistons, opined: ‘1 
just think they got tired." 

The veteran Sam Perkins, 
the only Sonic with finals 
experience, had another 
explanation for the Sonics* 
turning over the ball 1 7 times 
to tiie Bulls’ seven. 
“Carelessness ” be said. “Just 
carelessness." 

The Bulls spoke of the 
game as “a feeling-out.” The 
Sonics called it “a learning 
experience." They phrases 
mean much the same, but the 
former has a ring of “been 
there, done that” while the 
latter seems to say “I’m 
growing up as fast as I can." 

“We learned a lot about the 
Bulls, we learned a lot about 
ourselves.” said Seattle 
swingman Detlef Schrempf. 

‘They've been here before. 


obviously, they knew what to 
expect," said Schrempf. “For 
us it was a learning experi- 
ence.” 

“We’re thinking about 
adjustments we have to 
make,” said Jackson. 

“We’ve always talked 
about cracking that yolk, 
breaking the egg, and that’s 
what we got last night,” said 
Jackson. “We’ll find a way to 
crack their team just a little 
bit.” 

Michael Jordan, with 
Pippen the only remainders 
from Chicago's three-peat 
teams, said he has done a lit- 
tle learning himself since 
coming back from his base- 
ball vacation. 

Jordan spoke glowingly of 
the maturing of several of his 
teammates, especially Pippen 
who he said “is a much better 
player than he was when I 
left” 


“You’ve got to give him 
room to be himself,” Jordan 
said. “It was hard but yet it 
was easy and I was glad to 
learn chat lesson." 

He said his minor-league 
baseball experience helped 
since he learned to appreciate 
athletes with little chance of 
making the big time. 

“It matured me to accept 
lesser players with different 
motivations and different tal- 
ents," Jordan said. 

The Sonics sounded fairly 
convincingly upbeat about 
their chances if they just play 
a little more aggressively and 
cut down the turnovers. 


Shawn Kemp, the game's 
high scorer with 32 points, 
said he takes “a lot of posi- 
tives” out of Game l’s first 
three quarters, after which 
the Sonics trailed by just two 
points. 


MOHAMMED AU OTHMAN SCHOOL (MAOS) 
TAtt (YEMEN) 


The MAOS Is a coeducational school accredited by 
EUROPEAN COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOLS , LONDON, offering K.G to 12 grade 
American and /or British Curriculum for the students of 
many nationalities. 
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We seek weU competent and dedicated teachers 
having an experience of at least 5 years of teaching 
PHYSICS , CHEMISTRY , BIOLOGY and 
MATHEMATICS in American or British pattern setooffs) 
to teach primary (1-6) and /or secondary (7-12) levels 
and prepare students for GCE OTevel Alevei and SAT 
till examinations. 


We pay good salary in combination with the furnished 
housing and round trip air ticket at the end of each two 
years contract Please maa or FAX your resume and 
recent photo with in two weeks. 


Club Piscina's 
Swintn±n& BxH. 

(mdmdtw * TmsxLs G2sb; 


PRINCIPAL / Or. Ezzaf Mahmoud AS 
MAOS , P. 0 Box : 5713, Taiz (Re public Of Yemen) 
FAX NO.: 00967-4-211495 


For details 

Mis 758180 

Radio & T*V„ 
Station 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
police are in place, the foot- 
ballers are ready and impa- 
tient fans axe counting off 
the final 24 hours before the 
start of Euro 96 — 
England’s biggest spotting 
extravaganza since the 1966 
World Cup. 

And die revamped event 
kicks off Saturday in one of 
the most open finals of the 
sport’s second most presti- 
gious event 

For the first time 16 teams 
— instead of eight in 
Sweden four years ago. bat- 
tie it out from June 8 to June 
30 at eight grounds across 
England. 

Though the winner is 
expected to be among the 
traditional favourites of 
Italy, Germany and 
Holland, plus perhaps 
England, potential surprise 
packages abound. 

Croatia, France, Bulgaria, 
Romania, Russia. Portugal 
and holders Denmark can- 
not be discounted in the 
fight for the 10th European 
trophy. 

But the fact there have 
been eight different winners 
in tiie nine events so far, 
with only Germany winning 
twice, could give 
Bookmakers sweaty palms 
this summer. 

And the 1996 event comes 
in an era when Europe’s 
football prowess and politi- 
cal clout is growing. 

Seven of the eight quarter- 
finalists at the 1994 World 
Cup were from Europe 
marking the continent as the 
world's premier footballing 
continent 

Lennart Johansson. 
Sweden’s president of 
Europe’s governing body 
UEFA, has been trying hard 
to increase Europe’s politi- 
cal strength, as well as 
advancing his own ambi- 
tions to succeed Joao 
Havelange as FIFA presi- 
dent 

Johansson’s vision and 
manifestos earlier this sea- 
son spelled out his blueprint • 
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Germany’s Mathias Sammer (Art) in action as teammates Mebmet Scholl, Stefan 
Kontz, Dieter EUts,Thomas Stnxnz and Andy MoeUer (L to R) took on during their 
first training session after arriving with the German squad for theEuropean soccer 
championships Ju n e 6, Germany wifl play its first group match vs Czech Republic on 
Sunday June 9 (Reuters photo) 


Sammer was able enough to 
fill the role. 

Gone too is Roberto 
Baggio, who starred in 
Italy’s 1990 Worid Cup 
semi-final run. plus their 
1994 final appearance, 
where he missed the deci- 
sive penalty to award Brazil 
their record fourth trophy. 
This time, coach Arrigo 
Saacbi decided to inject 
fresher blood. 

The celebrated Dutch trio 
of Frank Rijkaard. Ruud 
Gullit and Marco Van 
Basten, who guided 
Holland to the 1988 trophy, 
have given way td another 
bright young Dutch genera- 
tion. 

Germany’s Oliver 

Bierbof, Italy's Alessandro 
Del Piero, Croatia’s Davor 
Suker and Holland’s Patrick 
Kluiveit are just a few of the 
potential megastars entering 
their first major finals. 

Hooliganism, a taboo 
word among the event's 


tions. 

Since England’s readmit- 
tance at the beginning of the 
decade, hooliganism’s 
worst era seems to have 


Germany in the last 
European championship 

final . 

The championships this 
summer will also generate 
serious money. 

Up to 60 milli on pounds 
($90 million) of profits are 
expected, and SO million 
pounds of that will be 
shared between the 15 final- 
ists. Should the games sell 
out, 50 million pounds wfil 
be made through ticket sales 
alone. 

Interest in the games will 
spell about 5,000 media 
(600 at every match), 4.000 
volunteers and 25.000 
police, plus projected televi- 
sion viewing figures of 


past, though the republic of 
Ireland/England match in 


ireland/England match in 
February last year was 
called off after 27 min utes 
when English fans began 
throwing seats onto the 
pitch. 

The European 

Championships may also 
exorcise the ghosts of other 
sombre moments in English 
football history in past sea- 
sons. 

Eric Cantona’s kungfu 
kick on a Crystal Palace fan 
on January 29 last year, pre- 
cipitating tiie end of his 
international career, threw 
up the farcical notion that 
fans may have to be protect- 
ed from hooligan players. 

Arsenal's Paul Merson 
became the first English 
footballer to admit to 
cocaine addiction and had 


sion viewing figures of 
around seven billion. 

And tiie hyped packaging, 
passion and infectious 
euphoria of a major football 
festival will take off when 
Switzerland take on 
England at Wembley to end 
the anticipation of football 
fans worldwide^ ^-<r 
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say in world affairs. 

Europe would surely be 
the most powerful of the 
six. New individual stars are 
also expected to emerge 
from these finals as a new 
generation blooms. 

Gone is Germany’s Lothar 
Matthaus, who lifted the 
1990 Worid Cup and the 
1996 UEFA Cup for Bayern 
Munich. The veteran 
sweeper recently decided to 
make himself available for 
Euro 96, 'but Bertie Vogts 
decided that Mathias 


footballing party since the 
1966 Worid Cup. 

The Heysel tragedy, 
where 39 Italians died in 
Brussels during the 1985 
European Cup final 
between Liverpool and 
Juventus. heralded 

England’s five-year ban 
from European competi- 


Arsenal’s manager 
George G raham, was axed 
for receiving 430,000 
pounds from agent rune 
hauge following the pur- 
chase of two Scandinavian 
players, one of them 
Denmark’s John Jensen 
scored one of their two 
goals in the 2-0 defeat of 


mean trouble at 
Euro 96 
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Announce the new Arrival of 
O U.S Upholstery Fabric 96 
© Wire Spring and Water Spring Orthopedic 

® Rediners and Swivel Chairs 
© Dining Rooms , Dinettes 
® Brass and Metal Beds 
® Bunk Beds , Bedding and Day Beds 
© Coffee Table sets 

and many other U.S Home accessories 
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LONDON (R) — Rain, 
known as God’s policeman, 
is likely to be off duty at the 
start of the European soccer 
championships and crowd 
behaviour experts issued a 
warning Thursday that 
Britain’s current heatwave 
■ could spell trouble. - 

Temperatures in England* 
have soared in the last few 1 
days and the warm spell is 
expected to continue into the 
weekend, when the 31 -match 
soccer competition starts 
with England playing 
Switzerland. 

The evidence shows a 
curvilinear relationship 
between temperature and 
rioting,” Stephen Reicher, 
psychologist and crowd 
behaviour specialist told a 
briefing on crowd behaviour, 
organised by tiie British psy- 
chological society. 

“As it gets hotter people are 
more likely to riot up to a par- 
ticular temperature, but then 
they are less likely ” he said. 

He said the b reaking point 
for the English was around 
70 Farenheit (21 Celsius), 
whereas the Italians could d) 
cope with 80 Farenheit (27 
Celsius). 

Four years ago Britain 
experienced a particularly 
‘‘Long, hot summer” and not- 
ing in several cities . .was 
blamed on the heat 

But not all soccer support- 
ers were potentially violent 
“If you treat them as if they 
were, you will increase tiie 
probability of violence,” said 
Richer. He said recent sto- 
ries about hooligans obtoin- 
i°g tickets and conspirihg.to 
Stott fights could create con- 
ditions for trouble, by affect- 
ing how supporters are treat- 
ed. 







Before 

Sunrise 


Farouq Fishawi & Aidah Riad concord ■ x n 

Clint Eastwood & Meryl Streep in 
7th SIN *Tlie Bridges of Madison County 

QhrMiic** -( A.on o.nn d I 


Shows: 12: 30. 3: 30, 6:15, 8: 30, 10: 30 


Arabic 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 830, 10.30 

CONCORD n 2" 

‘Pelican Brief 

Show: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 


Will Shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 


presents^ 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDEV 


Government 


Starring comedans: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 


Arab Human Rights 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Sports 

Kafelnikov ends Sampras’ dream, 
plays Stich in French Open final 
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PARIS (AFP) — Russia's 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov turned 
the French Open dream of 
world number-one Pete 
Sampras into a nightmare 
here Friday when he scored a 
ruthless 7-6 (7/4), 6-0. 6-2 

victory in their se mifinal 
showdown — played in tor- 
rid heat on the Roland Gar- 
ros centre-court 

Kafelnikov, 22 and seeded 
six, now plays Germany's 
1991 Wimbledon champion 
Michael Sdch for the title 
Sunday. 

Stich earlier put out Marc 
Rosset of Switzerland 6-3, 6- 
4,6-2. 

The 24-year-old Sampras, 
who had fought so valiantly 
to survive a difficult draw 
and who needed to play three 
five-set marathons to reach 
the semi-finals, finally wilt- 
ed in the record temperatures 
which reached 35 degrees 
centigrade (95 fahrenheit) in 
the shade. 

Both players wore large 
white baseball caps as 
defence against the fierce 
sun which once again had 
the first-aid teams working 
overtime inside the stadium 
as dozens of spectators suf- 
fered sunstroke. 

A semi-finalist against 
eventual champion Thomas 
Muster here twelve months 
ago, Kafelnikov had 
promised he would do better 
at this year’s event — and he 
kept his word. 

He played magnificently. 

Staying ice cool in the 
intense heat and serving 
superbly (he hit a dozen 
aces), Kafelnikov didn’t give 
Sampras a single break point 
the entire match. 

The American, who had 
been hoping to win the only 
Grand Slam title missing 
from his collection, was 
clearly in trouble after drop- 



Yevgeny Kafelnikov 

ping the first-set tie-break — 
and for once his usually 
lethal serve let him down. 
He hit nine double-faults. 

The 6ft 3in (lm90) Kafel- 
nikov, who dropped only one 
set on his way to the semifi- 
nal. was clearly the fresher 
of the two and he paid a 
warm tribute to Sampras 
when he said: “he was not 
the same Pete as we’re used 
to seeing today. He was def- 
initely tired today. 

"But he is a great champi- 
on and he played so well 
here after such a tough draw. 
1 have Stopped him w inning 
the title he wanted But 
unfortunately there cannot 
be two winners.” 

Referring to the intense 
heat. Kafelnikov, playing the 
event for a fourth time and 
the winner of three titles so 
far this season, admitted: “I 
have never played in such 
heat here. It was very diffi- 
cult” 

Looking forward to the 


final against Stich, a player 
he has beaten six times in 
nine meetings, Kafelnikov 
said: “We have played man y 
times and I've beaten him 
more often than he’s beaten 
me. But this is a Grand Slam 
final and it is going to be 
really tough on Sunday.” 

Sampras, who has been 
under intense pressure since 
the death of his coach and 
close friend Tim Gullikson 
last month and who had been 
hoping to add the missing 
title to his seven Grand Slam 
singles titles — won at the 
Australian Open (1994), 
Wimbledon 

(1993, 1994,1995) and the 
United States Open (1990, 
1993, 1995). 

The Ameri can had sur- 
prised many by reaching the 
last four after having to face 
two double champions — 
Sergi Bruguera And Jim 
Courier — in earlier rounds. 

Michael Stich, who had 
posted his title pretensions 


by dethroning defending 
champion Thomas Muster in 
the fourth round, produced 
another sharp display against 
Switzerland’s Olympic 
champion Marc Rosset 
”1 think 1 am playing the 
best clay court tennis of my 
career at the moment,” said 
Stich after his win. 

“Just a month or so ago I 
didn't think I would be ready 
lo play at Roland Garros 
after all the lay-off and lack 
of matches. But I’m pleased 
I got it wrong.” 

“There is no pressure on 
me here. Injury made me 
understand many things. In a 
split second a career can be 
over. Now I just go out there 
and play to enjoy myself.” 
The 15th-seeded 1991 
Wimbledon champion, who 
has astonished everyone 
with his remarkable form 
after a long injury lay-off, 
sowed the first seeds of 
doubt in Rosser’s mind when 
he broke the 14th seeded 
Swiss player's service game 
for a 5-3 lead. 

Up until then Rosset had 
been sharp and concentrated, 
and in a match of excellent 
sportsmanship had even 
over-ruled a linesman's call 
to give a point to stich in the 
third game. 

But once Stich had moved 
clear he was clearly in 
charge. 

Another service break at 
the start of the second was 
enough for Stich to take the 
set 6-4 — and by the third, 
Rosset. who trailed 0-4, bad 
clearly lost his way. 

Stich’s arrival in the final 
is a fitting reward for all the 
hard work and agony he has 
been through since badly 
injuring his left ankle in 
Vienna last October while 
playing Australian Todd 
Woodbridge. 
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HOUSTON (R) — Dante 
Bichette, Many Castilla and 
John Vander Wal each drove 
in three runs as the Colorado 
Rockies ended a four-game 
losing streak with a 14-7 
victory over the Houston 
Astros on Thursday. 

In Los Angeles, Mike 
Blowers’ two-run single 
highlighted a five-run first 


inning and Raul Mondesi hit 
a two-run homer as the Los 
Angeles Dodgers averted a 
three-game sweep with an 8- 
3 victory over the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. 

The Pirates scored three 
runs in the first off Tom 
Candiotti (4-5), but the 
Dodgers answered with five 
runs in the bottom of the 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Furnished 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, private 
patio roof with a great view, garage and 
telephone. 

Location: Um Uthaina 

Please call 827956 (early morning) 
or 079-22267 


frame. 

San Francisco at Cincin- 
nati was postponed because 
of rain. 

In the American. League, 
Andy Petti tic came within 
one out of a shutout and 
Andy Fox’s first Major- 
League homer capped a six- 
run eighth inning as the New 
York Yankees rolled to an 8- 
1 victory over the Toronto 
Blue Jays on Thursday. 

In Baltimore. B J. Surhoff 
hit a first-inning grand slam 
and drove in a career-high 
five tuns and Cal Ripken, 
Roberto Alomar and Rafael 
Palmeiro each had two RBI 
as the Baltimore Orioles 
handed the Detroit Tigers 
their seventh straight Toss 


13-6, completing a three- 
game sweep. 

In Boston, John Valentin 
hit for tiie cylce, and Vaughn 
Eshelman got his first win of 
the season as the Boston Red 
Sox defeated the Chicago 
White Sox 7-4. 

In Cleveland. Edgar Mar- 
tinez bit a two-run homer in 
the third inning and Dan 
Wilson drove in the other 
three runs to lead the Seattle 
Mariners to a 5-2 victory 
over the Cleveland Indians. 

Bob Wells allowed two 
runs over six innings in his 
first start of the season to 
win for Seattle, which took 
two of three from Cleveland 
and has won four of its last 
six games. 
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(Left) Steffi Graf of Germany waves as she leaves the court after defeating Conchita Martinez of Spain in their semi 
final of the French open at Roland Garros stadium, June 6th. (Right) Conchita Martinez and Steffi Graf shake 
hands after their semi final match of the French tennis open at Roland Garros stadium, Jnne 6. Graf defeated Mar- 
tinez 6-3 6-1 and advances to the final where she will play Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario. (Reuters photos) 

Graf and Sanchez to meet in 
French Open rematch 


PARIS <R) — Steffi Graf 
outclassed Conchita Mar- 
tinez in just over an hour to 
set up a rematch of last 
year's final against Aran- 
txa Sanchez Vicario at the 
French Open Thursday. 

The German top seed 
cruised into her eighth 
final at Roland Garros 6-3 
6-1 while Sanchez Vicario, 
who she beat last year to 
win her fourth title here, 
dismissed doubles partner 
Jana Novotna 6-3. 7-5. 

Saturday's final will 
again bring together 
arguably the two best clay- 
court players in the world. 
Sanchez Vicario beat Graf 
in the 1989 final and also 
won the title for a second 
time two years ago. 

Graf, who " looked 
stronger than ever against 
Martinez, will be aiming 
for her 19th Grand Slam 
The first set of her match 
against Martinez, u 
rematch of one of last 
year’s semifinals, did little 
for the promotion of 
women's tennis. 

Nervousness and the suf- 
focating heat may well 
have accounted for the 
poor stan to the match. 

There were no less than 


five breaks in the first six 
games but when graf held 
serve in the seventh it sig- 
nalled the end of Martinez' 
hopes. 

The 1994 Wimbledon 
champion had very little to 
offer against the defending 
champion — an occasional 
passing shot, a few drop- 
shots but also much too 
many double faults and 
unforced errors. 

Graf won the first set in 
36 minutes and won five 
straight games in a row 
before Martinez salvaged 
some pride by taking the 
fifth game of the second 
set She also saved two 
match points before push- 
ing her last backhand into 
the net. 

“The way I’ve been play- 
ing for the past two weeks 
has been exceptional. I've 
played very solid tennis,” 
said Graf, who has spent 
less than six hours on court 
in six matches. 

On the prospect of yet 
another meeting with 
Sanchez Vicario, Graf 
said: “We’ve had so many 
finals together. It’s alway 
been very tight. I think it 
will be very difficult. 
Arantxa has played very 


well so far in the tourna- 
ment.” 

Sanchez Vicario again 
employed her trademark 
agre&sive baseline game 
against her Czech doubles 
partner, who was far too 
nervous to be a real threat. 

“It was a very good 
match for me. 1 was patient 
and I did whai I had to do,” 
said the Spaniard, who 
won in one hour and 37 
minutes. 

The first set was one- 
sided but Novotna, playing 
in her second semifinal 
here after losing to Graf in 
1990, fought back bravely 
in the second set, trying to 
upset Sanchez at the net'. 

Bur she cracked in the 
12th game as she was serv- 


ing for a chance of a 
tiebreak, in which her hard 
serve could perhaps have 
secured her a third set. 

“In the important points 
in the end. I played a little 
bit better and that's how I 
won the second set.” said 
Sanchez Vicario, who 
added she was looking for- 
ward lo her fifth grand 
slam final against Graf. 

“We’ve played so many 
times that we know each 
other’s game by heart. I’m 
not going to try anything 
special. I'll just try to 
move her around and play 
my game,” she said. 

Graf leads Sanchez Vic- 
ario 3-2 in their Grand 
Slam final dashes. 
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An Experienced and Creative Individual 
who would be responsiple for the running 
of a school Nursery Certificate in Nursery 
Education is neessary. 

Must speak English referentes required. 
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Car For Sale “Duty Unpaid” 

Chevrolet Celeberty 1988, like new, onlyj 
34,000 km., all power & fully automatic. 

One owner. Fixed price JD 8,500. 

Contact 827118 during office hours 


FOR RENT 

Weil-fumished, one large bedroom with living and 
dining room, provided with satellite and central 
heating and nice decoration. 

Jabal AJ Weibdeh, beside Terra Sancta College. 
Tel.: 639877 



1995 Range Rover - Long 

C h ass i -A men can Number Plate - 
Full Options-Llght Green with Beige 
Leather Interior 11,000 miles. 

Price: 36,000 U.S.Dollar (No Offers) 


Call : 686844 





attention 


ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN STUDYING FOR AN . 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY DEGREE 

ATTEND A ONE HOUR WORKSHOP ON THE FOLLOWING 

SUBJECTS: 

A STUDYING IN THE U.S A ON SCHOLARSHIP. 

B. STUDYING FOR AN AMERICAN UNIVERSITY DEGREE 
WITHOUT LEAVING JORDAN, (UNDERGRADUATE AND 
POST GRADUATE DEGREES). 

WORKSHOP DATES : JUNE 8th , 9th. 

WORKSHOP TIMES : HOURLY SESSIONS FROM 9 AM UNTIL 2 PM. 
W0RKSHQP LOCATION : RAWDAT AL MA’AREF SCHOOLS & 
COLLEGE P.0 BOX : 676 AMMAN - KHALDA 1 1 321 - JORDAN 
PHONE NO - 828949 / FAX NO. : 828954 
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Under the patronage of HRH Prince Rae'd Bin Zeid 
The Delegation of the European Commission presents the 
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Jazz Caravan '96 

Will be held at the Roman Amphitheatre in Amman between the 
6th - 18th of June. 

Eleven woddwide wen -recognized Jazz groups will be performing 
in open air, different kinds of spectacular jazz music ranging from 
Classical through Oriental to Latin America Fusion jazz. 


Special seating for tickets sold at: 

* AI - Qasr Hotel * Freddy for Music 

* Castello Restaurant * Romero Restaurant 
•MoKa Cafe* Chez Hilda 

2)on 't midi toru flt 3 iliow 

For further Information, please call major - sponsors 


Tal 701 888 -692696 



EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
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MITSUBISHI 

MOTORS 


Transjordan Trading Co. LL 

Distributors of 

MITSUBISHI MOTORS, 

Passenger Cars and Ligftt Ccm Vehicles in die 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan , 

Welcomes the visit of 


of Japan and the attendant del^adon 
on.! tfce ’occasion of Japanese 
. '.Week in Amman > * 

• looking forward to emphasize theeconomicaf 
and commercial Cooperation Support between 
our friendly Countries and Nations . 


# 


Tel 689671*2 
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Arafat to donors: We are 


on the brink of starvation 


Palestinians meet to discuss Netanyahu victory 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat said Friday that his 
people were on the brink of 
starvation and called on the 
world to send more aid. 

“Until now, too little has 
been paid, while yon know 
we have to face this difficult 
economic situation because 
of the closure," Mr. Arafat 
told representatives from 35 
donor countries that - have 
pledged SZ5 billion in aid 
over five years. 

“We need urgent help " 
Mr. Arafat said. 

Since the May 1994 start 
of Pales rim an self-rule, Mr. 
Arafat's government has 
received $800 million in aid 
from the donor countries. 
World Bank officials in 
occupied Jerusalem said 
Friday. 

That sum is $400 million 
short of the target of $1.2 
billion in aid over the first 
two years, according to 
Palestinian economist 
Samir Abdallah. 

In January, the donor 
countries agreed to cover 
the Palestinian authority's 
budget deficit which stood 
at $75 million at the rime. 
However, after Israel's 
blockade of the Palestinian 
areas the deficit was pro- 
jected to be mote than dou- 
ble, or $180 million. 

Israel sealed the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip on 
Feb. 25, in response to sui- 
cide bombings by Islamic 
militants. 

The blockade hatred 2 
million Palestinians, includ- 
ing thousands of woriters, 
from Israel. 

After Israel's May 29 
election, the closure was 


slightly eased, with 22,000 
workers over the age of 35 
promised work permits. 

Pales tinian officials have 
said the closure cost the 
Palestinian economy 56 
million a day in lost wages 
and exports. 

“We have arrived here in 
Gaza and the West Bank to 
the deadline of starvation,” 
Mr. Arafat said Friday in his 
halting English. 

Mr. Arafat singled out 
Israel, saying it did not send 
the aid it promised and 
failed to build planned 
industrial parks near cross- 
ings between Gaza and 
Israel. . 

“Here, I have to speak to 
my cousins, the Israelis. 
They had promised $30 mil- 
lion. Until now, it did not 
arrive." Mr. Arafat said. 
“What we need to do now is 
speak more frankly, even 
with the new government," 

During the Israeli election 
campaign, Prime Minister- 
elect Benjamin Netanyahu, 
suggested he would reduce 
aid payments to the 
Palestinians and channel the 
money to Jewish settle- 
ments instead. 

Mr Netanyahu has not 
taken a clear position on the 
issue since the election. 

In bis speech Friday, Mr. 
Arafat also hinted at con- 
cern over Israel's recent 
import of more than 
100,000 foreign workers 
who have been taking the 
jobs filled until now by 
Palestinians. 

Meanchile, Mr. Arafat 
began a meeting with senior 
officials from his govern- 
ment and PLO leaders- to 
discuss the future of the 


peace process after the 
right-wing election victory 
in Israel, 

The meeting included 
ministers from the 
Pales tinian National 

Authority (PNA) and the 
PLO’s executive commit- 
tee, along with the president 
of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC), Salim 
Zaanun, according to Nabil 
Abu Rndeina. an Arafat 
adviser. 

The discussions weze to 
focus on “the latest devel- 
opments and the repercus- 
sions on the peace process 
after the victory," of right- 
wing leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu as prime minis- 
ter in Israeli elections last 
week, he said 

Palestinian leaders have 
expressed concern about 
Mr. Netanyahu’s opposition 
to the creation of a 
Palestinian state with East 
Jerusalem as its capital and 
his support for expanding 
Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank. 

The meeting here was also 
to review the results of the 
mini-summit in Aqaba on 
Wednesday between Mr. 
Arafat, Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and His 
Majesty King Hussein. 

The Aqaba summit ended 
on a cautious note while 
awaiting the formation of 
Mr. Netanyahu’s govern- 
ment. 

The Palestinian talks coin- 
cided with the beginning of 
a summit in Damascus 
between the leaders of 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and 
Syria to form a common 
Arab front on peace negoti- 
ations with Israel after Mr. 


Netanyahu’s surprise victo- 
ry- 

Meanwhile, a senior 
Paletinian officii on Biday 
said Palestinians are consid- 
ering plans to organise a 
national dialogue grouping 
all PLO factions to pat for- 
ward a united front in nego- 
tiations with Israel’s new 
right-wing government. 

Faruq Kaddumi, head of 
the PLO’s political depart- 
ment, told the Arab daily Al 
Hayat that “the speedy 
resumption of Palestinian 
national dialogue is needed” 
after the election of Mr. 
Netanyahu as Israel’s prime 
minister. 

“Consultations are under- 
way on this subject and the 
general atmosphere on the 
Palestinian scene augurs 
well for the opening of 
national dialogue, ” Mr. 
Kaddumi said 

The talks could take the 
form of a PLO meeting or a 
gathering of heads of the 
various Palestinian factions, 
be added 

He said he had visited 
Syrian-based factions 
opposed to Yasser Arafat's 
autonomy accords with 
Israel last week and dis- 
cussed with them “ways to 
consolidate the Palestinian 
national consensus ahead of 
the next stage of negotiar 
tions” with Israel 

The negotiations on a 
final peace settlement, due 
to resume in mid-June with 
Israel, will address the 
thorniest problems between 
the two sides including 
refugees, the future of 
Jerusalem, Jewish settle- 
ments and borders. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


China landslide toll reaches 82 


BEIJING (R) — Chinese rescue workers said Friday 
they were unlikely to find more survivors from land- 
slides that have killed 82 miners and left 144 missing. 
After recovering five more bodies Thursday, rescuers 
braved heavy rain and fresh landslides Friday to search 
through thousands of tonnes of mud. But Chen Song, an 
official handling rescue work coordination, said: “It’s 
unlikely we’re going to find any more survivors. “It’s 
very dangerous,” he said by telephone from Yuanyang 
county in southwestern Yunnan province, just north of 
the border with Vietnam. “Rains have triggered many 
small landslides... and these keep forcing us to stop res- 
cue work.” Two landslides crashed down LaoJinshan, or 
Old Gold Mountain, on May 31 and June 3. Mr. Chen 
said 82 miners were confirmed dead and 144 were still 


missing. 


14 more killed in S. African province 


DURBAN, South Africa (AFP) — Police reported at 
least 14 people killed in violence-torn Kwazulu-Natal 
province during the 24 hours to early Friday. Police 
spokesman Vish Naidoo said motives behind the deaths, 
which occur less than three weeks ahead of the region’s 
June 26 local government elections, were unclear. 
Nearly 20,000 people — including about 1,800 this year 
— have died during 11 years of civil strife between 
President Nelson Mandela’s African National Congress 
(ANC) and Mangosuthu Butbelezi’s Zulu nationalist 
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP). which controls Kwazulu- 
Naial's provincial government. Fears of increased vio- 
lence in the weeks leading up to elections have prompt- 
ed the South African government to send about 7,000 
police and military reinforcements to the region. 


War crimes witness hurt in escape bid 


ROME (R) — An 84-year-old former SS major expect- 
ed to be a key witness in Italy’s most sensational war 
crimes trial in decades fell from the first floor balcony of 
a hotel Friday and broke his pelvis. A prosecutor said 
Karl Hass was attempting to flee so he would not have 
to testify at the war crimes trial of SS Captain Erich 
Priebke. Doctors said Mr. Hass broke his pelvis bone 
and injured his vertebrae. He was taken to hospital by 
police who were guarding him at about 5 a.m. (0300 
GMT). He was in good condition and was due to be 
transferred to a military hospital later Friday. He was to 
have testified for the prosecution at the trial session 
Friday morning. 


TV clash upsets French AIDS campaign 


PARIS (R) — A live television show aimed at rallying 
funds to fight AIDS aimed sour Thursday when an 
activist denounced the French government's planned 
deportations of illegal immigrants infected with the 
deadly virus. The row shattered the cosy consensus of 
the fund-raising broadcast which capped a day of action 
supported by the media and charities seeking to fight the 
spread of AIDS and counter prejudice against the dis- 
ease. The activist, Christophe Martet of the militant Act- 
Up group, verbally attacked Culture Minister Philippe 
Douste-BIazy over the planned expulsion of a Zairean 
mother and her child next Tuesday. Mr. Douste-BaJazy, 
seeking in vain to placate Mr. Manet, said police chiefs 
had been told to examine each case of alleged illegal 
immigration on its own merits. ‘T understand your agres- 
sion," the minister said, while the studio audience 
booed, jeered and u. istled. u I*m not agressive. I’m 
angry, damn it," Mr. Martet said. 


Afghanistan alliance 
suspends Hekmatyar 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Afghanistan’s four-patty 
Supreme Coordination 
Council (SCC) has sus- 
pended the membership of 
former Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
after be agreed to join the 
Kabul government, coun- 
cil officials said Friday. 

“Hekmatyar’ s member- 
ship has been suspended 
after his decision to enter 
into an alliance” with 
Afghan President 

Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
they said. 

“Hekmatyar can remain 
either in the government 
or in the opposition, but he 
cannot be a member of 
both," an SCC official 
said. 

The decision was taken 
after a series of meetings 
between SCC chief 
Sibghatulah Mojaddedi 
and alliance leaders earlier 
this week in Afghanistan, 
they said. 

SCC partners include 
Hekmatyar's Hezb-i- 
Islami, Mojaddedi’s 
National Liberation Front, 
Shiite leader Karim 
Khalili’s Hezb-i-Wahdat 
and the National 
Movement of General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum. 

But the SCC official, 
who did not want to be 
named, said that the SCC, 
an anti-Rabbani alliance 
formed two years ago, had 


not formally expelled Mr. 
Hekmatyar as he had not 
yet assumed the office of 
prime minister as 

promised under last 

month's deal with Ml 
Rabbani. 

Under the accord, signed 
on May 24 almost 10 days 
after hundreds of Hezb-i- 
Islanri fighters reached 
Kabul, the two former foes 
would jointly defend the 
country. 

Sources in Kabul said 
the Hezb-i-Islami would 
also be given the finance 
and defence ministries in 
the new government in an 
attempt to broaden the 
base of support of the 
Rabbani government, 
whose tenure expired in 
December 1994. 

Other Afghan sources 
said the SCC might expel! 
Hezb-i-Islami when Mr. 
Hekmatyar becomes prime 
minister. 

Mr. Hekmatyar resigned 
as prime minister and 
joined Mr Dostam, who 
controls several provinces 
in northern Afghanistan, 
when the warlord staged 
an abortive coup in 
January 1994. 

The SCC officials reject- 
ed as “baseless" the offi- 
cial Hezb-i-Islami claim 
that the council had 
allowed the party chief to 
hold peace talks with the 
Rabbani administration. 



Their Imperial Highnesses Prince and Princess Ihkamado, who arrived m Ammmi 
Thursday on a several-day visit to Jordan, are Friday accompanied by Hct Koyai 
Highiu»« Princess Rahmeh on a visit to the ancient city of Jerash (Photo by BogJMsJ 


Japan Week in Jordan opens today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Japan Week in 
Jordan, the sequel to last 
year’s Jordan Week in Japan, 
commences today with a 
host of cultural and official 
events slated for the coming 
weeks. The event brings 
together an array of the two 
countries’ most prominent 
intellectuals, politicians and 
economists. 

“The objective of Japan 
Week is to further enhance 
and strengthen Jordaman- 
Japanese cooperation and 
coordination and consolidate 
bilateral relations in all 
spheres," said Dr. Mazen 
Aimouti, president of foe 
Jordanian Institute of 
Diplomacy, a co-oiganiser of 
the event in cooperation with 
Japan’s Middle East 
Infinite. 

Dl Aimouti and Japanese 
Ambassador Takayaki 
Kimura have described 
Japan Week as a “major 
achievement” in building 
Jotoaman-Japanese rela- 
tions. During a press confer- 
ence last week, they said that 
the' event would- expose 
Jordanians to various aspects 
of Japanese culture while 
visiting Japanese participants 
could experience Jordan first 


hand. 

The event is hosted under 
the co-patronage of Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath and Their Imperial 
Highnesses Prince and 
Princess Takamado. The two 
Japanese royals, fourth in 
line of succession to the 
Japanese throne, arrived in 
Amman Thursday ahead, of 
the event on a few-day offi- 
cial visit, during which they 
will hold talks with 
Jordanian officials. 

On Friday, they were 
received by Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince 
Hassan and Princess Sarvath. 

The main feature of Japan 
Week in Jordan will be 
today’s Symposium on 
Japanese-Jordanian Rel- 
ations II, entitled 
“Partnership Towards the 
21st Century". It will address 
Japanese-Jordanian relations 
with respect to political 
economy and its role in the 
economic development of 
the Middle East 

Prince Hassan will deliver 
an opening address and also 
partiapate in the first confer- 
ence session on politics and 
the political economy. 

A second session entitled 
“The Japanese Economic 
Development and Asia, with 


relevance to Jordan and the 
Middle East Region" will 
discuss economic issues. 

Following the third ses- 
sion, • entitled “Japan 
Towards the 21st Century as 
a Possible Model for Jordan 
and the Region", the 
Symposium is expected to 
is sue an “Amman 
Statement". The statement 
will expand on the Tokyo 
Declaration adopted by a 
s imilar symposium hosted in 
Tokyo last year during 
Jordan Week in Japan. Tbe 
Declaration included 21 arti- 
cles directing an approach to 
a full-fledged Japanese- 
Jordanian partnership to 
enhance bilateral and multi- 
lateral cooperation in the two 
countries* efforts towards 
world peace and security. 

‘The Tokyo Declaration is 
the first written document 
that encompasses all aspects 
of Jordanian-Japanese rela- 
tions." Dr. Armouti noted. 
“The Amman Statement will 
build on it" 

Today’s symposium, host- 
ed at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, will be complement- 
ed ‘tty other seminars 
throughout the week debat- 
ing “The Role of tbe Private 
Sector in Japan and Jordan", 


(Continued on page 7) 


Shin Bet interrogator acquitted 
in Palestinian’s shaking death 


TEL AVIV (AP) —A disci- 
plinary court of die Shin Bet 
security agency on 
Thursday acquitted an inter- 
rogator of most charges 
against him in connection 
wife the death of a 
Palestinian detainee after 
violent shaking during 
questioning, officials said. 

The dead) of 29-year-old 
Abdel Samad Harizat in 
May 1995 caused outrage 
both in Israel and abroad 
Legislators called for a 
reassessment of interroga- 
tion methods and the justice 
ministry and Shin Bet both 
launched inquiries. 

The two investigators 
were transferred to desk 
jobs and one was suspend- 
ed. 

On Thursday, the discipli- 
nary court acquitted one of 
the interrogators of a series 
of unspecified charges 
against him and said he 
could return to his job, the 
prime minister's office con- 
firmed. But tbe court 
ordered a reprimand added 
to his record. 

Israel TV said the repri- 
mand was ordered because 
of a minor charge connected 


to his behavior on the day of 
tbe interrogation. 

Avigdor Feldman, a 
human rights lawyer and 
head of the Israeli 
Association Against 
Torture, said the interroga- 
tor was convicted on a tech- 
nicality. He called the ruling 
“ridiculous." 

“He acted within the sick 
system that produced this 
verdict,” Mr. Feldman told 
army radio. 

The interrogator was not 
identified. 

Ml Feldman told tbe AP 
that his association has 
appealed to the supreme 
court to have the interroga- 
tor face criminal charges 
and said the disciplinary 
court proceedings amount- 
ed to “nothing.” 

Harizat, a suspected lead- 
ing Islamic militant, was 
seized at his home in the 
West Bank town of Hebron 
and within hours lay mortal- 
ly wounded in an Israeli 
hospital. Officials main - 
tained Harizat had been 
involved in plans for a car 
bombing in Israel 
An autopsy Mealed that 
Harizat died of brain injury 


caused tty violent shaking. 

A Boston-based human 
rights group, Physicians for 
Human Rights, condemned 
Israel’s acceptance of 
severe shaking and said it 
should be considered a form 
of torture. 

But Israeli officials 
defend tbe practice as nec- 
essary at a time when secu- 
rity forces are trying to pre- 
vent terrorism by Islamic 
militants. 

Sixty-three people died in 
four suicide bombings in 
February and March this 
year. Tbe attacks were 
claimed tty Islamic mili- 
tants. 

Eitan Peleg, an, attorney 
for the Shin Bet interroga- 
tor, said the verdict upheld 
the view that interrogators 
must be allowed to use 
rough measures to extract 
information that could pre- 
vent attacks. 

“They send them (the 
interrogators) every day to 
the front, really the front, 
with those suspected of 
being terrorists,” Peleg 
said. 6 


Cyprus elects former president as parliament speaker 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Veteran politician Spyros 
Kyprianou was elected 
chairman of Cyprus’s 
House of Representatives 
on Thursday in a narrow 
win over socialist leader 
Vassos Lyssarides. 

Mr. Kyprianou, chairman 
of the centre-right 
Democratic Party (DIKO) 
was elected speaker for the 
next five years with 30' 
votes cast by members of 
his party and the right- 
wing Democratic Rally 
(DISY) in the 56-member 
house. 

DIKO has 10 seats and 
DISY 20 seats. 

Parliamentary elections 


parliament were held last 
month. 

Mr. Lyssarides was sup- 
ported with 26 votes, cast 
by members of his socialist 
EDEK party, the 
Communist Akel Party and 
the Bee Democrats Party. 

Tbe election of Mr. 
Kyprianou, president of 
Cyprus between 1977 and 
1988, was considered cer- 
tain from the outset after 
members of DIKO and 
DISY publicly announced 
their suppon for his bid 

Mr. Kyprianou promised 
to work towards foe reuni- 
fication of Cyprus, divided 
since a Turkish invasion in 
1974 in response to a coup 


backed by the military 
regime then in Greece. 

“Our people have not 
forgotten," said Ml 
K yprianou. “This small but 
proud nation expects that 
we will be worthy of 
them." 

Ml Kyprianou said an 
agressive enlightenment 
campaign on the Cyprus 
problem, a strong economy 
and military defence was 
the “shield" of Cyprus. 


Ghali meets with 
Thrkisfi Cypriot leader 


Meanwhile, U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali described as 


“constructive" his meeting 
Thursday with a Turkish 
Cypriot leader The UN. 
chief is trying to break a 
deadlock in talks for the re- 
unification of Cyprus. 

“I hope that we can 
establish dialogue between 
the leaders of the two 
sides," Dr. Boutros-Ghali 
said after meeting with 
Rauf Denktash, leader of 
Turkish Cypriots. 

Mr. Denktash said he 
asked Dr. Boutros-Ghali to 
prevent Cyprus from join- 
ing the European Union 
fold before the island was 
uni red. 

“In its current status the 
•admission would be admit- 


ting the Greek Cypriots 
only,” Ml Denktash said. 
“This would set in stone 
the division of the island." 

The Mediterranean 
island of Cyprus has been 
divided into Greek and 
Turkish sectors since 
Turkish troops invaded in 
1974 following an Athens- 
backed coup aimed at unit- 
ing the island with Greece. 

The Greek Cypriots, with 
Jbe support of EU-member 
Greece, are pushing for 
membership in the 15 - 
member union. 

A U.N.-led initiative to 
reunite the island has been 
stalled since 1994. 



Princess Anne's 
son named in pub 
brawl report 


China’s biggest 
family has 160 
members 


SHANGHAI (R) — While 
Beijing struggles to control 
population growth with its 
one-child-per-couple rule, 
one household in east 
China boasts 160 people, 
the largest family in the 
nation. Five generations of 
the family live together in a 
village in Jiangying town- 
ship, Jiangsu province, the 
Wen Hoi Baa newspaper 
said Wednesday. Wu Yun- 
di, the oldest family mem- 
ber, is 99 and ber husband, 
Yan Wuben, is 97. Both are 
in good health, plant veg- 
etables and go to town two 
or three times a week for 
shopping, it said. The cou- 
ple enjoy physical labour 
mid their diet includes a 
tipple of rice wine a day, it 
said. They are the only sur- 
vivors of the family’s first 
generation. The second ge- 
neration has 18 people, the 
third 74, the fourth 62 and 
the fifth four, it said. Wu 
and Yan attribute tbeir long 
life to their love and to the 
harmony among tbe family 
members, it said. 


Man invents 
condom applicator 




LONDON (AFP) — Police 
in Scotland are believed to 
have questioned tbe son of 
princess Anne, Peter Phik 
lips Thursday in connec- 
tion with a brawl in a pub 
near his school, in which a 
local boy was hurt, accord- 
ing to reports in the popular 
press. A spokesman for 
Gordonstoun, the exclusive 
Scottish public school at- 
tended by Phillips, told 
journalists: “you can take it 
that all those said to have 
been there were inter- 
viewed by the police. A 
□umber of pupils in their 
final year were interviewed 
this afternoon. They were 
the ones thought to have 
been there when the fight 
started," he said. The 
spokesman declined to say 
whether Phillips was 
among tbe boys ques- 
tioned, (bough most of 
those involved were, like 
Phillips, member of tbe 
school rugby team. Ac- 
cording to the^ Daily Mir- 
ror, Phillips, 18 was in- 
volved in a fight in tbe vil- 
lage of Lossiemouth near 
Gordonstoun. The fight 
was reportedly between 
about 20 boys from the 
school and a group of vil- 
lage lads, and erupted after 
a drinking spree. An unem- 
ployed youth from Lossie- 
mouth who was treated in 
hospital for a fractured jaw, 
sold his story of tbe fight to 
the Daily Mutol Tbe 
youth said it was not Phil- 
lips who hit him, but the 
tabloids Thursday pub- 
lished contradictory state- 
ments from witnesses, 
some of whom said Phillips 
had exchanged blows in fee 
brawl. Tbe headmaster of 
Gordonstoun, Mark Pyper 
vowed to take action 
against the culprits. 
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NIMES, France (AFP) — 

A 34-year-old baker here 
has invented an applicator 
for condoms which be says 
will “minimise injuries.” 
Patrick Foulgoc, who 
dreams up inventions in his 
spare time, said Friday that 
many men did not use con- 
doms “because they are put 
off by the first ten sec- 
onds." Mr. Foulgoc ’s in- 
vention consists of a flexi- 
ble plastic ring fixed to the 
condom which are pack- 
aged together. “All you 
have to do is put on the first 
few centimetres of tbe con- 
dom, remove the ring and 
continue to unroll the con- 
dom by hand,” Mir. Foulgoc 1 
said. “The applicator ena- M.t 
bles the user to avoid mani- ! 
pulating the condom with 
his nails and to put it on 
quickly with one hand.” 

Mr. Foulgoc said he had 
patented his invention and 
is looking for industrialists 
to market it. 
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